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As your new President of the LocaL chapter, I am finding it to be fun at times
and at other times hoping that I u a s someone eLse. I have enjoyed working
with everyone and hope we can get some other projects finished. This summer
is a good time for peopLe to work on the VermilLion Township book. We wilL
try to finish the cemeteries while the weather is stiLL nice, if it ever stops
raining. The Synagogue/Church of God and the Vesper/PLeasant Ridge cemeteries
need to be read. ALL the other cemeteries have been compLeted and are in
various stages of being typed, proofed, corrected, etc. I am aLso in hopes
that we might work on the 1830 census of VermilLion Township whiLe we have a
few spare hours at the Library. The 1830 forms have been placed in the
library, four drawer cabinet - in the back of the top drawerm Won't you heLp
us by reading a page or two of the census between the rains?
To let everyone know, we had to change meeting places during the summer
months. This was due to the Library changing to summer hours. It was
impossible for us to meet any earlier in the day and almost impossibLe to have
a meeting and speaker in 45 minutes. That is if we want to have good pro-
grams and then be abLe to ask questions of each other and have any time to
taLk to everyone eLse. I have noticed, in the past, that if we wanted to ask
questions or taLk to another person we ended up outside after the 8:45pm
cLosing time. SeveraL members checked on various meeting pLaces and reported
on at June's meeting. The members present voted on haveing our meetings at
the new IndustriaL Savings & Loan Accociation. This building is easy to
Locate, Look for the new buiLding at the corner of Main Street and Center in
downtown AshLand. There is pLenty of parking, pLenty of room for meetings and
programs and best of alL - it is free with a littLe refundabLe down payment
and making sure the room is back in order at the end of the meeting. We couLd
even have a meal/refreshments if the group wanted. This would mean that in
the future, if we wanted to, we couLd even have the First FamiLies dinner and
program there.
In closing, I hope that we can get aLL of our Little probLems ironed out and
be abLe to concentrate on getting our projects finished and out to you. AND
to find some much needed information on each and every fami Ly tree to each
Chapter member.

John McKinLey, President

continued from page 41: "ALL persons are notified not to trust my daughter,
Emaline ARNDT, on my account on and after this date. Jacob Arndt, AshLand, 14
March 1883". (15 Mar 1883, 3-6)

Married at Ashland 10 Mar 1883 by Rev T. BEER, DanieL HILLER and Cather-
ine SATTLER, both of Milton township. (15 Mar 1883, 3-7)

Mrs James COOK died at her home Tues of cerebro spinal miningitis, husband
and 3 children survive. (22 Mar 1883, 3-1)

Wife of ELmer WOODS gave birth last week to a child weighing only 2 Lbs -
doing weLL. (22 Mar 1883, 3-1)



ASHLAND FIFTY YEARS AGO
REMINISCENCE OF COTTAGE STREET

From the ASHLAND PRESS newspaper, 19 October 1904.
Cottage street has aLways been a highLy respectabLe thoroughfare. Respect-

abiLity, of course, is a reLative term. But in 1850-55 that of Cottage street
at Least as far north as PLeasant, was of a three-button kind. It had not
reached that extreme cuLtivation and refinement which suggested the sending of
missionaries into other parts of the town - say Third street and the eastern
end of Main - and which Left us further room for improvement. There is no
spectacLe in Life so pathetic as that of a street which has attained perfec-
tion. in homes, grounds and roadway, so that any attempt at betterment is onLy
effort warmed over. For Cottage street had, to temper its respectability, a
necropoLis and a boarding-house.

There was, perhaps, no serious objection to the graveyard. In fact, it may
have contributed a certain subdued tone to the somewhat fLamboyant and aggres-
sive respectability of the street. If it was not a weLL kept pLace, and ran
to Long grass and briars, the graves were, at Least, disposed in orderLy
fashion. It always reminded one of a MosLem cemetery, lying adjacent to the
highway, where the dead could hear the passing footsteps of AzraeL. The
graves, too, faced the east, and were furnished with head and foot-stones upon
which the two angels of judgement couLd rest while balancing the good and evil
deeds of the occupants.

But so much cannot be said for the boarding-house, which stood, and stilL
stands, on the east side of the street, opposite the entrance of Casso Not
that it was disrespectabLe in the sense of iLL-repute. Its defect was, rather,
that it changed tenants with reprehensibLe frequency, and occasionalLy degen-
erated into a two-famiLy house. In the oLd days of the AshLand Academy, when
it acquired its title by sheltering the students of that institution, its
dwellers came and went without injury to the social standing of the street.
But in the early fifties it had become a tenament, with a shifting population
and a wind-bLown and bedraggLed appearance.

Now on a street in which nearly every family owned its own house and lived
in it, and screened its privacy behind its own Locust trees, a dwelling which
not onLy harbored aLL the ignorant sons of Japhet, but flaunted the fact in
its general unkemptness and lack of sheLtering trees, was cLearly out of
pLace. It was like a burst of laughter at a funeral. Its presence tended to
diminish the repute of the thoroughfare as a center of quiet cuLture and weLl-
ordered living. Little was of course, said about it, in the Lack of desire to
accentuate and rub in the unavoidabLe evils of Life. But even a respectabil-
ity which would have Lent dignity to a coaL scuttle was powerless to whoLLy
overcome it.

Then there was Mr. Peter B. JOHNSTON, who Lived away up on the east side of
the street, across the railroad. By occupation Mr. JOHNSTON was a teamster,
and toward the end of his Life was town supervisor. But he was aLso a man of
very pronounced opinions. Now this wouLd have been welL enough, save fOr the
fact that his opinions were generaLLy opposed to those held by everybody else.
Perhaps on no topic did they differ more than on the condition and improvement
of the various parts of the town. On these matters Mr. JOHNSTON stood as a
pubLic censor. And his view was always that of the royaL Psalmist when he
asked; "Who will show us any good?"

No doubt this attitude on the part of one of its own residents was a good
thing for Cottage street, in stimuLating it to its best endeavor. But as the
rest of the town resented it, that thoroughfare, as affording him a home,
became linked in the popuLar mind with the Lively comments on men and manners
of UncLe Peter B. Indeed it is a mooted question whether even the boarding-
house did more to dull the rarefied atmosphere of the street than did this
sweet-minded philosopher.

Despite these handicaps, however, Cottage street maintained, as far as
PLeasant street at least, that 1820 tone of respectability which has gone un-
chalLenged to the present day. That it did not exist in quite the same degree
beyound PLeasant was, perhaps, due to the topography of the thoroughfare it-
seLf. From its intersection with Sandusky street north to PLeasant it was a
fairly LeveL roadway, the yeLLow Line of traffic stretching away in the sober
THE PASTFINDER 30 AUG 1996



ASHLAND FIFTY YEARS AGO
REMINISCENCE OF COTTAGE STREET

From the ASHLAND PRESS newspaper, 19 October 1904,

Cottage street has always been a highly respectable thoroughfare. Respect-
ability, of course, is a relative term. But in 1850-55 that of Cottage street
at least as far north as Pleasant, was of a three-button kind. It had not
reached that extreme cultivation and refinement which suggested the sending of
missionaries into other parts of the town - say Third street and the eastern
end of Main - and which left us further room for improvement. There is no
spectacle in life so pathetic as that of a street which has attained perfec-
tion. in homes, grounds and roadway, so that any attempt at betterment is only
effort warmed over. For Cottage street had, to temper its respectability, a
necropolis and a boarding-house.

There was, perhaps, no serious objection to the graveyard. In fact, it may
have contributed a certain subdued tone to the somewhat flamboyant and aggres-
sive respectability of the street. If it was not a well kept place, and ran
to long grass and briars, the graves were, at least, disposed in orderly
fashion. It always reminded one of a Moslem cemetery, lying adjacent to the
highway, where the dead could hear the passing footsteps of Azrael. The
graves, too, faced the east, and were furnished with head and foot-stones upon
which the two angels of judgement could rest while balancing the good and evil
deeds of the occupants.

But so much cannot be said for the boarding-house, which stood, and still
stands, on the east side of the street, o~posite the entrance of Casso Not
that it was disrespectable in the sense of ill-repute. Its defect was, rather,
that it changed tenants with reprehensible frequency, and occasionally degen-
erated into a two-family house. In the old days of the Ashland Academy, when
it acquired its title by sheltering the students of that institution, its
dwellers came and went without injury to the social standing of the street.
But in the early fifties it had become a tenament, with a shifting population
and a wind-blown and bedraggled appearance.

Now on a street in which nearly every family owned its own house and lived
in it, and screened its privacy behind its own locust trees, a dwelling which
not only harbored all the ignorant sons of Japhet, but flaunted the fact in
its general unkemptness and lack of sheltering trees, was clearly out of
place. It was like a burst of laughter at a funeral. Its presence tended to
diminish the repute of the thoroughfare as a center of quiet culture and well-
ordered living. Little was of course, said about it, in the lack of desire to
accentuate and rub in the unavoidable evils of life. But even a respectabil-
ity which would have lent dignity to a coal scuttle was powerless to wholly
overcome it.

Then there was Mr. Peter B. JOHNSTON, who lived away up on the east side of
the street, across the railroad. By occupation Mr. JOHNSTON was a teamster,
and toward the end of his life was town supervisor. But he was also a man of
very pronounced opinions. Now this would have been well enough, save for the
fact that his opinions were generally opposed to those held by everybody else.
Perhaps on no topic did they differ more than on the condition and improvement
of the various parts of the town. On these matters Mr. JOHNSTON stood as a
public censor. And his view was always that of the royal Psalmist when he
asked; "Who will show us any good?"

No doubt this attitude on the part of one of its own residents was a good
thing for Cottage street, in stimulating it to its best endeavor. But as the
rest of the town resented it, that thoroughfare, as affording him a home,
became linked in the popular mind with the lively comments on men and manners
of Uncle Peter B. Indeed it is a mooted question whether even the boarding-
house did more to dull the rarefied atmosphere of the street than did this
sweet-minded philosopher.

Despite these handicaps, however, Cottage street maintained, as far as
Pleasant street at least, that 1820 tone of respectability which has gone un-
challenged to the present day. That it did not exist in quite the same degree
beyound Pleasant was, perhaps, due to the topography of the thoroughfare it-
self. From its intersection with Sandusky street north to Pleasant it was a
fairly level roadway, the yellow line of traffic stretching away in the sober
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and orderly fashion. But beyond that point it ran down-hill and up-hill and
down again, as if wearied of sobriety and bound out on the Savannah road to
make a night of it.

In its sou the r ly beg inn in g Cot tag est re e t left the Man s fie ld r0 a d a t a -,
point slightly south of Main and fronting the old KELLOGG property. Thence it
ran northwest to Main street where it turned north, reaching Sandusky street
between the CAVIN and FASIG dwelling. In doing so it passed on the east the
vacant lot a little later occupied by the lumber yard of Messrs. Orlow SMITH
and John McCLAIN, now the site of the county jail. On the west side an old
weather-beaten barn stood at the south end of the FASIG lot, near the street,
while the roadway itself on that side was worn by rains into a deep gully.
Indeed, the aspect of disrepair in this section was chronic in the fifties,
and was intensified by the collection of ancient vehicles which generally sur-
rounded the barn.

It was not unti l Sandusky street was crossed that the thoroughfare became
clearly defined. Even then, on the west side, a vacant lot stretched north-
west to an alley which might have been, but was not, a westerly extenstion of
Third street. This alley ran westward in the rear of the lots on the north
side of Sandusky street as far as that of Dr. D.S. SAMPSEL, Sr., giving access
also at its further end to Carroll street.

Across this alley the first house on Cottage street was that of Dr.
Nicholas SAMPSEL, later occupied by Mr. John RISSER. Dr. SAMPSEL was one of
three brothers of that name, all physicians, practicing in Ashland in the
early fifties, and was, I believe, the eldest of the trio. He was a quiet,
dignified man, of rather portly build, and the father of two charming
daughters. In the late fifties he removed to Delaware, Ohio, where he died.
Dr. SAMPSEL's house was a frame structure, standing on the southern corner of
a large and always well-kept lot. In the rear, on the alley, was perhaps the
largest frame barn on the street. Back of this was a seperate lot, used as a
kitchen garden, and extending through to Carroll street, all arrangement
common to all the houses on the west side of Cottage as far north as Cass
street.

Of Mr. John RISSER, who later lived in this home, many of the present resi-
den t s 0 f Ash land w ill h a v e a v iv id re c0 l le ct ion. Hew a s by pro f e s s ion a /"
teacher of music, an employment of which he had for many years a monopoly. He
was also the organist of the Presbyterian Church, holding that position from
the installation of the instrument until his removal to Iowa in the early
sixties. An affable gentleman of the strictest integrity, he enjoyed the
through respect of the community. In person he was of medium stature, rather
inclined to stoutness. He was the father of two children, a daughter and son,
the latter being now a merchant in Iowa.

The next house north on the street was the brick residence of Mr. Jacob
CRALL. This dwelling was composed of a main two-story structure on the north
side of the lot, with a one story wing on the south. It was one of five brick
houses on the street at that date, and one of perhaps a dozen in the town. As
it was among the older structures of that material in Ashland, and nearly all
building there in the decade 1850-60 was of frame, an era of brick construc-
tion would seem to have ended in the middle forties, to be resumed again only
in the sixties. It is to be regretted that the use of the earlier material
was not continued. For not only were the older brick dwellings well built,
but they were of ample size. Where they still stand, they contribute a look
of soLidity to the street which the frame structures of that date generally
lack. There were few fitter exampLes of comfortabLe homes anywhere than were
the oLd GRAHAM and RElNOR houses in 1850.

The CRAll house occupied nearly the fuLL width of the lot, the wing extend-
ing for some distance aLong the aLLey on the south. In the rear, about both
the wing and the main structure, ran a porch which was a favorite pLayground
for the CRALL boys and their playmates on rainy days. I remember that, on one
occasion, Mrs. CRALL, who was a famous cook, had laid out on this porch a
batch of pies ready for the oven. The playmate on that day was WiLL ROBIN-
SON, who wound up a wild game of tag by walking allover those pies in his
bare feet. The boys were thereafter relegated to the barn when Mrs. CRALL was
piously incLined.

Mr. CRALL was at this date a member of the firm of Luther, Crall & Co.
bankers. Their bank, on Main street, was the onLy institution of the kind in
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the county and was subsequentLy made a nationaL bank in which form it stiLL
exists. The two partners had previousLy conducted a generaL store, and,' in
addition, operated the wooLen and flouring miLLs in South Ashland, now Center
street. In his hours of leisure Mr. CRALL turned to music as a recreation,
being a member of the first brass band the town ever had. He was a geniaL,
pleasant man, a good father and an estimable citizen. In person he was rather
below the medium height and inclined to embonpoint peculiarities shared by his
partner, Mr. LUTHER.

Indeed, it is a noteworthy fact that most of the heads of famiLies on
Cottage street at this time were comparatively short men; Mr. DEMING being, as
I remember, the tallest man on the thoroughfare. Their short and sturdy
figures project out of that dusky past Like a basreLief; and the memory of
their preternatural gravity as they walked home from Miller's butcher shop in
the earLy morning with a beefsteak under their arms, cLings to the historic
consciousness Like a pLaster.

There were four chi ldren in the CRALL fami ly. Of the boys, George, the
elder, now resides in California; Charles, the youngest, in Indianapolis,
whiLe Oscar still holds the famiLy home.

Next north of the CRALL residence was the story and a half frame dwelling
of Rev. John ROBINSON, for forty years pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church. Dr. ROBINSON accepted the caLL of this congregation in 1844. His
first residence was a brick house on Secohd street, on the present site of the
Miller House barn. In the early fifties, however, he was a resident of
Cottage street, removing thence, later on, to a more ample property south of
the west-ward reaches of Sandusky street. In the Cottage street house there
were five children, two being afterward added to the number. Of the boys,
three - John, William and Samuel - have died. Two remain, Henry, resident in
New York City, and James, in Cleveland. Of the daughters, the elder, Mrs.
STOCKTON, lives in CaLifornia, and the younger, Mrs. DAVI~SON, in Wooster. No
minister in Ashland county has had so long a tenure of the sacred office as
Dr. ROBINSON; none has been so wideLy and favorably known; and none has
exerted so strong an infLuence for good, or contributed so largeLy to the
moral welfare of the community.

Following the removal of the ROBINSON famiLy to Sandusky street, the Cott-
age street home was occupied for a time by Mr. Enoch SELBY. Mr. SELBY was a
dry goods merchant, conducting his business in the "old Stone corner" on Main
street. He had two children, Christopher, a resident .of Cleveland and a
daughter, Kate. After his removal to CLeveland, where he engaged in some
business, the oLd house passed into the possession of Mrs. CARPENTER, and was
for some years the residence of William ALLEE, her son-in-law.

Adjoining this property on the north was a brick dwelling, composed of a
two story, plain structure with a southerly wing. It was owned by Thomas HIB-
BARD, a business man of New York City, and was occupied by hi s wi fe and
daughter. It was also the residence of his brother-in-law, J.W. SMITH, and
family until their removal to the old GRAHAM mansion, further up the street.

Mr. HIBBARD was a rather taLL, weLL-groomed man, of genial, not to say
jovial, disposition, very approachable, and fond of a good story. As his
business necessitated absence from home most of the time, his visits were
those of a "stranger from the city" and in a countr¥ community of 1,200 souls;
were welcomed accordingly. At that date Ashland had no railroad; communica-
tion with the outside world was by stage; and the passing stranger, especially
when allied interest to a resident family, was the subject of general
interest.

Mr. HIBBARD's daughter, a fine pianist for those days, married Mr. WilLiam
T. JOHNSTON, son of Peter B. Mr. JOHNSTON was a lawyer and practiced his
profession for a time in Loudonville, in the southern part of the county. He
was also an officer in the first company enlisted in Ashland for three months
service during the Civil War. In the later sixties he emigrated to the west,
where, at last reports, he was still assisting in solving the problem of
"What's the matter with Kansas."

Next to the HIBBARD property stood the two story frame residence of Charles
DEMING. Save the arldition of a porch in front and a new coat of paint, the
house presents the same appearance today that it did fifty years ago.
Partially hidden by trees and shrubbery, it always seemed the quietest and
most retired retreat on the street. Perhaps it was largely due to the fact
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that in the fifties the sons and daughters of the
house were grown up. Richard, the elder, was, !
recall, about as tall as his father, and was much
interested in fast horses. Howard had just completed
his education, and was looking about for business. He
afterward married Miss Celeste WILLARD, the step-
daughter of Mr. CHA •.aERS, a prosperous farmer, living
west of town. The younger daughter, Hattie, married
Mr. TRAUGER, living in Plymouth, Richland county.

Mr. DEMING, Sr., was a wool buyer, and in the
season used for business purposes the ware-room of the
"old Stone corner," on Church street. He had
previously, I believe, engaged in merchantile business
in partnership with Mr. REINOR and others. He was
some what prominent as a Mason; and at the time of his
death, at a very advanced age, was said to have been
one of the oldest members of that order in the
country. He died a few years ago in Geneseo,
Illinois, whither the family removed in the early
sixties, and where Howard DEMING still resides.

North of Cass street the house was occupied by the
CHARLES R. DEMING 1 Rev. Rolla H. CHUBB. Mr. CHUBB was for a time pastor

of the Methodist Church in Ashland. At the expiration
of his term of service he engaged in secular pursuits, with fair success.
Physically, he was a small man, the shortest on the street, with perhaps the
exception of Mr. BROWN. He had two daughters, Emi ly and Maria, and a son
Henry. The family left Ashland in the early sixties. The house then became
the residence of Sterling BUSHNELL*who was engaged in the boot and shoe
business. Previous to Mr. CHUBB's occupancy the dwelling had for some years
been in possession of Peter RISSER, who removed thence to South Ashland.

Next to the north was a story and a half frame, the house of Captain H.G.
HOOD, a gunsmith, whose shop was on the northwest corner of Main and Church
streets. Captain HOOD had only one predecessor in his business. Henry MAIZE,
the first gunsmith the town ever had; though Major FULKERSON did a good deal
of work of that kind. In the early sixties Capt. HOOD emigrated to Kansas and
served from that state in the Civil War.

Farther on was the old GRAHAM property, one of the largest in the town at
that period. The house was a substantial square story and a half brick struc-
ture, with a wide veranda across the front. It stood in the rear of the lot,
with ample grounds before it, and with a fine view of the valley and hills
east of the town from its doors. In appearance it more closely resembled a
Virginia manor house then any other in the county.
The REINOR house, which most nearly approached it in
age and amplitude, was purely colonial in style.

During the period of which we write the property
passed into the possession of Mr. J.W. SMITH, who had
previously resided in the HIBBARD house. Under his
ownership it was subjected to various changes and
improvements, though still retaining its general out-
line. The veranda was taken away and porches substi-
tuted, the interior arrangement somewhat altered, and
the spacious grounds beautified.

Mr. SMITH was rather tall, fine-looking man,
dignified but companionable and an excellent citizen.
He was a good lawyer, enjoying a fair practice in the
courts. He was a member of the Presbyterian Church,
and during the later years of his life, a ruling
elder. There were three children in the SMITH house-
hold - George, the elder, who followed his father's
profession; Belle, who married Mr. HANFORD, an Akron
lawyer and Charles, who died in youth. Their home
was one of generoous hospitality, and there were many
regrets when it was broken up by the death of its
head~
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Adjoining it on the north was the two story brick dweLLing buiLt and owned
by George CROWELL. It stood nearer the street, however, than the GRAHAM
house, foLLowing the generaL residence Line. Mr. CROWELL was a brick Layer by
trade and was identified with the construction of most of the brick structures
in the town for the two or three decades foLLowing 1850. He was a very quiet,
modest, unassuming man, of the strictest probity and was highly respected in
the community. The family was composed LargeLy of boys, who, I believe, are
stilL resident in the county. A daughter married a Mr. RISSER, living south
of the town. Later on the property passed out of Mr. CROWELL's hands, the
fami ly removing to South AshLand. (The second part continued in 9 November
1904 issue.)

Crossing PLeasant street, a high story and a half frame dweLLing, facing
the latter thoroughfare but near Cottage street on the Lot owned by Dr. CRES-
SINGER, was occupied by Mr. Seth M. BARBER. Mr. BARBER was the superintendent
of the pubLic, or union schooL, succeeding Mr. John LYNCH in that:. position in
1852. He continued to hold that office, to the general satisfaction of the
peopLe, until November, 186L. As the Civil War was in progress, he resigned
his position, and raising a company, mainLy from his own students, entered the
42nd Ohio as a captain. He was seriousLy wounded at Vicksburg and suffered
the amputation of one foot. Mustered out of the service, he became, subse-
quentLy, pension agent at CLeveLand, a post which he heLd for many years. He
died some years ago on his farm near NorwaLk. The oLd home on the corner of
Cottage and PLeasant streets burned down in the 60's, and was repLaced by the
present residence of Dr. CRESSINGER.

In the earLy 50's, a vacant Lot intervened between this property and the
house north of it, that of Mr. Henry MAIZE. Cottage street ran down hiLL im-
mediately north of PLeasant, and the Latter dwelling stood about haLf way up
the hiLL beyond. The MAIZE house was a story and haLf, frame. Its owner was
one of the oLder citizens of the town, having settLed in AshLand in 1828, when
it was still known as Uniontown. For a number of years he carried on the
business of gunsmith. He had three sons, Levi, Lewis and Nelson, the two
former Living, I beLieve, some where in the west. NeLson died in the Late
50's. In the 50's Mr. MAIZE was quite an elderly man, though still a sturdy
and striking figure.

His neighbor on the north, Mr. Christopher MYKRANTZ, reached Uniontown in
1823. At the time of which we write, h~ occupied a two story brick house at
the top of the hill, adjoining the MAIZE residence. The Land on which it
stood formed a part of the Dan SMITH farm, which included all the northern
section of the street, and extended south as far as the boarding-house Lot
opposite Casso

The dweLLing was a roomy, comfortable one, welL shaded with trees and
shrubbery, but it impressed one - perhaps for the same reason - much as did
the DEMING homestead, as being rather sequestered and isolate. Mr. MYKRANTZ
occupied the house until his death, when it passed into other hands. Of the
famiLy, I recaLL onLy a son and namesake of his father, who, folLowing the
resignation of Captain BARBER, was for a time superintendent of the public
schools.

Beyond the MYKRANTZ homestead the roadway ran down hiLL again. The first
house on the decline was a smalL frame owned and occupied by Mr. Robert
FULTON. Mr. FULTON was a Laborer, and folLowing the advent of the ra i ls ey .•
then the AtLantic & Great Western, became the engineer at the water-tank near
the station. This position he heLd for the remainder of his life. He was a
most estimabLe man, intelligent and upright, and enjoyed the thorough confi-
dence of the company he served. He had severaL children. The eLder, Robert,
was in early Life a teLegrapher. Later, he became connected with the land de-
partment of the CentraL Pacific raiLroad, a connection which he stiLL retains.
He is aLso proprietor of a daiLy newspaper pubLished in Nevada, of which state
he is a resident. A younger son, John, became a railway engineer. He now
owns a short raiLroad in Nevada, with a mine at the further end of it. A
daughter married T.M. WAGGONER. She is the mother of Rev. R.L. WAGGONER, a
noted Methodist minister.

North of the FULTON home, and set back from the street, was a smaLL frame
house built by Mr. Isaac BROWN, a carpet weaver. To account for the pressence
in Ashland, fifty years ago, of three or four persons following this calling,
it is onLy necessary to remember that carpets were at that date something of a
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luxury. Very few houses in the town boasted of a Brussels carpet. In most of
the "best rooms," or parlors, an ingrain was the common covering. The remain-
ing rooms were adorned with rag carpets, into which most of the cast-off
clothing of the family found its way. Indeed, save for the preliminary
dyeing, it would have been an easy matter to trace the wearing apparel of the
family through a term of years by the different patterns in these floor-
coverings.

In stature, Mr. BROWN was a small man. Perhaps he preferred being so - in
keeping with most of his neighbors on the street. If so, he carried his
preference to extremes. He was also very shy and retiring. In fact, his
manner seemed to offer a constant apology for his existence at all. One
wondered on looking at this quiet, reticent, little man whether the contempla-
tion of the highly colored textures on which he worked had not awakened within
him a lively sense of his own unimportance. Merely to have handled all those
balls of bright blues and greens and oranges must have been like living in a
novel of the "Leave me, Bellamore!" type. Or, it may have been that his quiet
and gravity were only the reflection on a sensitive mind of the hints gotten
in his work of old-time laughter and of "sobs that long since hushed them-
selves into silence." However this may be, Mr. BROWN was a good father
wasn't he a father? - and citizen. And in these days of push and publicity it
would be well were there more like him.

There is a hazy recollection of another small cottage somewhere on that
side of the street beyond the BROWN roof tree. But Mr. E.T. DRAYTON, who has
an accredited antiquity of seventy-nine years and a memory that was never ill
a day in its life, fails to recall it. It is useless, of course, for a mere
stripling of threescore to contend with a Melchisedek with neither beginning
nor end of days. Even the author of Ecclesiastes admitted that there were
some things that were too much for him. I must assume, therefore, that my
memory is at fault. In the early 50's, then, Ashland, so far as the west of
Cottage street was concerned ended just south of the crossing of the present
Erie track. From thence northward to the corporation Line, the road-way was
bordered on that side by an open field, foLLowed by a stretch of woodLand.

Returning to the east side of the street, north of the present court house
square, the first dwelLing was that of Mr. Hulbert LUTHER. It was a rather
high story and a haLf frame with a rear extension, and stood near the corner
of Cottage and Third streets. The Lot was a large one, well shaded, and
always well kept. There was a large kitchen-garden in the rear, with a grape
trellis running through the center. It was a comfortabLe home, whose occu-
pants had solved the problem of well ordered Living.

At that time Mr. LUTHER was a partner in the Ashland MiLls, which manufact-
ured both flour and wollen cloth. He was also engaged with Mr. CRALL and
others in banking, and was considered one of the rich men of the town. In
person he was somewhat beLow the medium stature and inclined to stoutness. He
was a quiet reticent man, fond of his home, and aside from business require-
ments, took little part in the public life of the community. Nevertheless,
he was interested in everything that concerned the weLfare of the town, and
contributed much, both to its moraL and materiaL upbuiLding.

There were three children in the LUTHER family, two daughters and one son.
Of the former, the elder married John HOLLAND of CLeveland, and the younger
Mr. Andrew BURNS of Ashland. The son, Mr. JoeL LUTHER, married a daughter of
Mr. GORHAM. He is stilL a resident of the town. .

Adjoining this property on the north, and cLosely resembling it in appear-
ance, was the frame residence of "Widow" LUTHER, the reLict as I recall, of
Dr. Joel LUTHER. A daughter married Dr. J.B.F. SAMPSEL, the mother following
the coupLe to their new home in south AshLand. Subsequently, the house was
rented to various persons, and, Later, became the property of the DeSHONG
family, in whose possession it remained for many years.

From this point to Fourth street there were, in the 50's, only vacant lots.
The next building was the oLd boardinghouse on the corner across Fourth
street. It was a large two +s t o ry frame structure, wi th a rear extension, or
wing. This wing had a porch facing Fourth street, and it was on this and
about it that most of the life of the pLace was visabLe. In former years it
had been used as a boarding-house for the students of the old AshLand Academy;
an t n s t i t u t i on which made the name of AshLand known throughout that part of
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~'.7-'.'. -""f:::-~.~.. , ..•."' '_.,".,.'_r_,_~'-''''''''''' the state Long before it was given to the town
- itseLf. At that time it was presided over by

Mrs. WRIGHT, mother of WilLiam WRIGHT and Mrs.
Sarah McCOMBS.

Fifty years ago, however, it had become a
tenement, with a procession of renters, and was
in appearance much the worse for wear. I recaLL
the name of onLy one occupant, a tai Lor named
CARNES, or CAIRNS. Later on, the house was pur-
chased by Mr. GORHAM, a dry goods merchant. and
refitted. As the new owner had quite a family
of daughters, the change was warmLy weLcomed by
the street, and the oLd titLe of boarding-house

/ quietLy dropped.
ImmediateLy north of this Lot was the grave-

yard. The first buriaL ground of Uniontown
adjoined the oLd Montgomery Church about a miLe
and a haLf west of town. The first body was
interred there in 1816. But a few years later
the ground on Cottage street was purchased from
John SMITH, who owned a farm and lived on the
site of the MYKRANTZ house. As this ground was
used untiL 1857, and was made a reservoir for
the earLier cemetery, it contained at that date

the tombs of our general ancestors for the first two generations.
Whether any record of interment was kept, either in the record books of the

oLd HopewelL Church or those of the town, it would be interesting to know.
For if it was, much that wouLd be of the greatest vaLue as a contribution to
the early history of the town might be rescued from oblivion. But so far as I
know, the only record of deaths existing at that time was on the gravestones
themselves. And even in the earLy 50's many of the inscriptions were becoming
iLlegibLe, if not aLready destroyed. Once buried, the memory of the departed
was Left to the capriciousness of that chance by which human beings are
forgotten or remembered. It is to be assumed, of course, that the present
cemetery authorities are not open to the charge of Like carelessness and
negLect, but have on their records an exact copy of every tombstone
inscription on their grounds. Such a record is invaLuabLe as Local history,
in tracing lines of famiLy descent, and, not infrequentLy, in the estabLish-
ment of claims to property.

At the time the Land was selected, it, doubtless, seemed more simpLe for
the needs of a popuLation of Less than six hundred. It extended in 1850 from
the northern line of the old boarding-house property nearly to the bottom of
the hill opposite the north end of Captain BARBER's lot. Eastward it marched
with the back line of the Lots on the western side of Church street. But it
was overcrowded then. The Lots were smalL, the paths narrow. Here and there
a single grave, looking patheticaLLy lonely in its isoLation, occupied a
corner by itseLf. But for the most part the gravestones seemed huddLed to-
gether, an appearance intensified by the unchecked growth of bushes and weeds.

In 1855, an agitation for a new buriaL ground was begun by Mr. BoLivar KEL-
lOGG. A year Later, the AshLand Cemetery Association was formed and ground
purchased near what was then the branch road running southwesterLy from
Sandusky street just west of Mr. John BUCHAN's property. In 1857, Lots in the
new cemetery were ready for occupancy. SinguLarly enough, the first body
interred there was that of Mr. Bolivar KEllOGG. The removaL of the bodies and
tombstones from the Cottage street burial ground followed soon after. It was
a rather grewsome home going. And I remember thinking that with so many bones
in apparentLy good order, it was a pity they couLd not be used again.

A littLe south of the middLe of the oLd cemetery and fronting the street
stood the Hopewell Presbyterian Church. It was a frame structure, of the type
of eccLesiasticaL architecture prevaLent in country towns at that date; that
is, of the store-box pattern, a LittLe longer than it was broad. It was the
successor of the first house of worship in the township a square Log
building erected in 1819 about a miLe and half west of Uniontown, now Ashland.

RES. OF J.M. GORHAM 3
CORNER OF FOURTH & COTTAGE
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This structure was known as the Montgomery Church; a
name retained untiL about 1820, when it wa.s changed to
HopeweLL. As it was too far from the vilLage to serve
as a reLigious center for the community, a new HopeweLL
was buiLt on Cottage street in 1836, and the old
buiLding sold for residence purposes.

At that date the congregation was united with the
church at Orange in one pastorate, under the charge of
the Rev. James ROBINSON. He was succeeded in July,
1843, by the Rev. Samuel MOODY, who continued in charge
until April 1856, when he was unfortunately drowned in
the Ohio River near Wellsville. Following his death,
most of the members of the congregation united with the
First Presbyterian Church under Rev. John ROBINSON.
For a time the old edifice was unoccupied; then it be-
came the home of a German congregation, and finally

CATHOLIC CHURCH 4 passed into the possession of the Roman Catholics, where
it still remains.

Although the old church was severly plain, and in the early 50's was grey
and weather-beaten, there was much about it to attract attention and awaken
sentiment. It had a longer history than any other religious edifice in the
town. It stood among graves of our common ancestry; its presence there
appealing to the feeling which intellectually we repudiate, but in the bottom
of our minds accept - that somehow, the loved and departed lying near will
rest easier in the vicinage of God's house. Indeed, the old church and the
burial-ground together consituted, half a century ago, the one locality of
sentimental interest about the town. Near the north front of the buiLding a
stiLe for some years gave entrance to the cemetery. It was pLeasant to sit
there on a Sunday afternoon and look out upon the LittLe mounds whose occu-
pants had solved the probLem of the Whence and the Whither, and to ask oneseLf
anew the oLd question, "What profit is there of aLL my Labor under the sun?"

Just north of the graveyard, at the foot of the first slope in the street,
there stood, fifty years ago, a LittLe frame shop in which Mr. PHILLIPS
carried on the business of tombstone making. There was always a coLLection of
stones in the rough and partly hewn about the door; and in good weather the
proprietor himseLf often worked outside among his mortuary mementoes. He was
a LittLe man, as I remember, and in physicaL makeup and manner might have
stood for a picture of "OLd MortaLity." He had severaL chiLdren. One son, a
young man, was killed near SLOAN's milL, on the Orange road, by being run
through an aLder stock while swinging in the woods. Mr. PHILLIPS Lived in a
smaLL frame cottage immediateLy beyond his shop.

Adjoining this house was a one story dweLling, the home of Horace S. KNAPP,
editor of the AshLand Union, the predecessor of the Press. In person Mr.
KNAPP was rather slightLy buiLt and of medium stature. He was a very
pleasant, courteous gentLeman and a good editor. He was the author of a
history of Ashland county which is still the standard work of its kind; and
he aLso wrote a history of the Maumee VaLley, said to be equalLy exhaustive
and vaLuable. Of the KNAPP family I recaLL Trevitt, the oLdest son, and
Frank, or Frances, a daughter. The Latter married a Canadian Lawyer, and for
some time resided in Ottawa. The family Left Ashland in the early sixties,
and settLed in Toledo.

Beyond the KNAPP home was a smaLL brick cottage nearLy opposite the
MYKRANTZ house. It was occupied for a short time by Isaac BROWN. Who its
later tenants were I do not recoLLect, nor do I recaLL the occupants of the
small one story frame just north of it; though a Mr. FASIG, a blacksmith, re-
sided in one of these cottages, and after the removal of Mr. PHILLIPS, used
the marbleshop as a smithy.

At the foot of the slope, between the last of the cottages and the
railroad, there stood for some years during and following the period of raiL-
way construction, a board shanty used as a dwelLing by "Billy" O'BRIEN. It
was, I believe, originally built for a boarding house for the laborers. But
the latter had passed on, Leaving BiLLy stranded at the ebb of the tide. He
was a diminutive Irish man, with a brogue so rich that it was an unalLoyed

THE PASTFINDER 38 AUG 1996



delight to listen to it. He had a brawny son, Michael, who grew up into self-
respecting manhood, and who served his country during the Civil war in the
23rd Ohio.

Across the railway track a short distance was the frame dwelling of Peter
B. JOHNSTON. As already noted, Mr. JOHNSTON was for some years a teamster.
In those days a good deal of the produce and merchandise shipped from and
received in Ashland, passed by way of New London. Three teams, at least, were
pretty steadily occupied in the transport of freight. Of these the FREER
brothers Jonas and Randolph owned one, David WHITING another and Mr.
JOHNSTON a third. Their trips were made in a day, starting early and arriving
late. Inevitably there was a good deal of competition for business and not a
little rivalry among the drivers over the excellence of their teams and time
of arrivals.

Physically Mr. JOHNSTON was not an imposing figure. But he had a sharp
wit, and a faculty of puncturing the armor of an antagonist by some caustic
remark that generally left him master of the field. He had two children, Wil-
liam, the lawyer before mentioned, and a daughter, Adelaide, both noted for
their many excellent qualities. Their home was the last on the east side of
Cottage, and save the HOLLAND house on Orange street, marked at that date the
northern limits of the town.

They are all gone now - the householders of Cottage street in 1850 - not a
few of their names have an unfamiliar sound. A little longer and they will be
remembered only by the inscriptions in that earthly abiding place of absolete
notables on West Main street. But they were good men and women, who lived
quiet and wholesome lives, and did their duty in their generation. And the
echo of their long-silent voices is more distinct to my ear today than the
speech of the living passers-by.

Martyn.

1. ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF FREEMASONRY, Ashland Lodge
No. 151, F. & A.M., 1847-1947; page 6, picture of
Cha r le sR. D-em in g and p age 10, pic tu reo f S. C.
Bushnell (note: Bushnell family believe this Ts
Sterling Graves Bushnell).

2. G.W. Hill, 1880, HISTORY OF ASHLAND COUNTY, OHIO,
opposite page 247, picture of J.W. Smith.

3. J. A. Caldwell, 1874, ATLAS OF ASHLAND COUNTY,
Ohio, page 45 - Gorham house.

4. Howland & Germann, c1881, BIRDS EYE VIEW, ASH-
LAND, OHIO - Catholic Church.

ASHLAND TIMES-GAZETTE, newspaper, 29 MARCH 1923
Items gleaned from ASHLAND UNION of seventy four
years ago - 30 May 1849, Wednesday:
An item from St. Louis announced that business was
reviving but that gloom pervaded the city as the
choLera was getting worse, there being 34 deaths
on May 22. The UNION quotes the OHIO STATESMAN

relative to the death of Andrew McELVAIN; who died with the cholera above Jef-
ferson City, MO. 'Young McElvain's father is on the pLains progressing toward
California.'

* S. C. BUSHNELL

'One Cent Reward' was the caption of a notice by Levi OSWALD dated 22 Nov 1848
as follows: 'Ran away from the empLoy of the subscriber, Sunday morning the
19th inst., a boy named David GOODWIN, aged about 18. Had on when he left, an
oil cLoth cap and tweed sack coat. Persons are hereby forbid trusting said
boy on my account •.. I wi Ll pay the above reward - positively not another cent.'
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EIGHTEEN OF ASHLAND COUNTY'S CITIZENS LEFT MONDAY NIGHT
FOR OREGON AND WASHINGTON

WILL TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE HOMESTEAD LAW
A party of eighteen, 13 men,

Monday night on train 3 to make
W.J •• nERS went to Pendleton,
Washington.

Few of the company had fully defined ideas when they left of what they would
do when they reached the above named places. Of course it will take some time
to decide definitely just what will be the best thing to do, but at least a
portion of the number will take up claims under the Homestead Law, which was
passed by congress May 20, 1862. This law allows a settler 160 acres of land
for the trifling sum of $10 on the condition that he makes affidavit to the fol-
lowing:

(a) That he or she is not the proprietor of more than 160 acres of land in any
state or territory.

(b) That he or she is over twenty one years of age, and is the head of a
family.

(c) That the application is made in good faith, for the purpose of actual
settlement and cultivation, and for the benefit of no other person or
corporation.

(d) That he or she has not since Aug. 30, 1890, entered other agricultural
public lands in the United States, which with the tract applied for, would
make more than 320 acres.

Before the settler gets a clear title to the 160 acres, he must be an actual
occupant of the land for 5 years. Hundreds of thousands of settlers have taken
advantage of this law and the sales for a single year have been as high as
$5,531,600.

The theory of the law is that it is better to practically give this land to
settlers who will cultivate the soil than to sell it to speculators who will
leave the land uncultivated.

The Homestead law has been and is one of the most powerful, if not the most
powerful factor in the settlement and developement of the west. May our old
Ashland county friends prosper in their new enterprise and never have occasion
to regret leaving Ashland, is the sincere wish of the Press.

The names of those who left on train three are: E.W. MYERS, and W.J. MYERS,
to Pendleton, Oregon; George CRONE and two sons, J.B. FIKE and wife, Mr. LISTON
and two daughters, W.T. CRABBS, E. BRADEN, J.A. WHARTON, Wm. KNOTH, J. B. WHAR-
TON, H.B. McNABB, J.W. COLEMAN, J.E. GIPE, to Wenatchee, Wash.

1 woman and 4 children, left here over the Erie
homes for themselves in the great west, E.W. and
Oregon, the rest of the company to Wenatchee,

From THE ASHLAND PRESS, newspaper, Wednesday, 16 April 1902.

CORRECTION TO INTENTS OF NATURALIZATIONS, JOURNAL 4, ASHLAND COUNTY COMMON
PLEAS, see THE PASTFINDER, VOLUME 4, ISSUE 1, FEBRUARY 1985:

"The following aliens appeared before me J.O. Jennings on the days of the dates
following respectively and declared it to be their bona fide intentions to
become citizens of the United States and to renounce and abjure all allegiance
and fidelity to every foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereign whatever and
more particularly to the government to which they were subject to wit:

Philip Jacob BEHMlER from Germany 26 Sept 1855, Barnhart BEHMLER from Germany
26 Sept 1855, Philip MARTIN from Germany 27 Feb 1855, Charles KNOTH from
Germany 27 Feb 1855, and Henry GRUNAWALD from Germany 25 June 1855."

(note: there may be more corrections once Journal 4 is looked at again)

HURON COUNTY CHAPTER OF O.G.S. sponsoring Heritage Quest Genealogy Road Show
with Leland Meitzler as speaker, 5 Oct 1996, social hall of st. Alphonsus
Catholic Church on Settlement Road just off Rt 61 south of Norwalk, 9-.4:30.
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THE ASHLAND PRESS
Continued from May's issue, page 20; (date of paper, page-coLumn):

Wm EAGLE of Hillsdale Co MI, formerly of Wayne Co OH, in Perry twp visiting
relatives (1 Mar 1883, 2-2)

One year old child of Madison MERCER died Sun (1 Mar 1883, 3-1)
John RICHEY died at his home in Orange twp last Fri, 82y, born VA 1801, with

parents in '04 to Columbiana Co OH, 1833 to Orange twp Ashland Co, married
twice, by 1st wife had 8 children & 10 by 2nd wife (1 Mar 1883,3-2)

J N ROOP selling farm in Orange twp, intends to go to Dakota (1 Mar 1883, 3-
Sarah KEFFER, nee DYER, born Manheim PA 26 Feb 1810, died of cancer in

Petersburg Ashland Co OH 19 Feb, 72y11m23d, married to Robinson Keffer for 56y,
10 children - 7 survive (1 Mar 1883, 3-3)

Mrs Nancy DEIBLER died in Troy twp 5 Feb, 68y8m (1 Mar 1883, 3-5)
ELizabeth A SCHENEMAN, w/o J, died 25th inst in Ashland, 44y8m10d (1 Mar

1883, 3-5)
Peter Q WEEKS & wife, nee Emma PARMENTER, formerly of Troy twp, now in MI,

here on a visit (8 Mar 1883, 3-1)
Mrs Jacob FRANCE died at her home near Vermillion church in Green twp 27

Feb, nee WITTEMYER, c75y (8 Mar 1883, 3-4)
Mary W VANNIMAN died at her residence in Jeromesville 26 Feb, 66y2m11d, born

in Dalton Wayne Co 15 Dec 1816, married V H Vanni man 21 July 1836, nee FREEMAN,
9 chi Ldren - 4 survive: Samuel in this county, Alpheus of Denver CO, Helen
RHEYER of Forest City IN & Emma KELLY in Jeromesville, member of DiscipLe
church (8 Mar 1883, 3-4)

A write-up on John FOX killed at Bellville, shot by his brother DanieL (15
Mar 1883, 2-3/4)

Alexander McDONALD, formerly of Sullivan, died at Homer last Sun (15 Mar
1883, 3-2)

Peter SWINEFORD of E Walnut St, sold home, wiLL move in April to Redfield,
Territory of Dakota (15 Mar 1883, 3-2)

On 18 Mar funeral services for late Mrs David SHERICK to be preached in
EvangelicaL church on 3rd St (15 Mar 1883, 3-2)

About thirty families, by this spring, will have gone to Dakota & Montana;
during this week: Prof KEIM, E J WORST, John HUBER & W L YEATER have gone-
more Friday; some members of Dunkard church to establish a colony there (15 Mar
1883, 3-2)

Jacob FREES died of paralysis at his residence on Sandusky St 12 Mar, 74y3m
29d; born Uniontown, Fayette Co PA 22 Nov 1808; with father's family to OH in
Nov 1822; settled in Wayne twp, Wayne Co OH; in 1857 to SmithviLle, 1864 to
Ashland Co, a shoemaker until coming to Ashland, then one of the proprieters of
the steam saw mill in South Ashland until 1870 when he retired, 1st wife Salome
BILLMAN of Wayne Co 16 Dec 1831 - 10 children: 2 sons & 8 daughters - 5 died
previously, 2nd wife Anna DRESSLER of Wayne Co 11 Jan 1855 - 2 sons - one of
which is deceased, in 1825 became a member of the German Reformed Church, Later
became a member of the English Lutheran Church in Ashland, democrat, funeral
14th inst., buried in Ashland Cemetery, wife & chiLdren survive: Maggie, Susan,
Lizzie, Caroline, Henry & Willis (15 Mar 1883, 3-~/5)

Lucinda KIPLINGER w/o ex-sheriff Levi of Red
47y11m12d, "her married life was 29y5m", 7 children
which 1 son & 1 daughter are married, she joined M.E.
Mar 1883, 3-5)

Gerhard LEPPER died of paralysis at his residence near Ashland 7 Mar, 73y
25d, born Mainslar Germany near Geason 10 Feb 1810, to US 1832, landing at
Baltimore MD & remained there sometime, then to western PA - after a short time
to OH, settLed in Rowsburg in 1847, then to AshLand in 1849, occupations:
plastering, hotel keeping, brewing & farming, member German Lutheran Church,
republican, wife & 1 son & daughter-in-law survives (15 Mar 1883, 3-5)

Samuel WEAVER to sell his property at auction 27 Mar & will start for Ashta-
bula Co 2nd Apr, under Canaan news (15 Mar 1883, 3-5)

John NEWELL of Bryon MI here with family, helping his father bui ld a new
house, under Canaan news (15 Mar 1883, 3-5) (continued to front page)

Haw, died 5 Mar 1883,
- 5 boys & 2 girls - of
Church when 16y old (15
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ASHLAND COUNTY PIONEER PETER VANTILBURG
AND THE MYSTERY ABOUT WHO WAS HIS MOTHER

Did you ever find a lot of genealogical information about one of your ances-
tors in a variety of sources, only to later discover that they were ALL wrong?
Well that happened to me as I searched for data on the parents of IiiY great-
great-grandfather, Peter VANTILBURG, a pioneer of Ashland County.

I had traced Peter's ancestry back to Holland in the mid-1600's. My
research, showing the first Vantilburg to arrive in America, was made relatively
easy through various articles in the New York Genealogical and Biographical
Record. He was Jan TEUNISZEN, who had been born in Tilburg, Holland, in about
1635. He arrived in the village of New Amsterdam, in the Dutch colony of New
Netherland in America, in about 1650. Then in 1655 he married orphan Tryntje
Pieters CRONENBERG, who had been sent there from Amsterdam, Holland. Later,
after the British conquered New Amsterdam and changed its name to New York, Jan
eventually adopted the surname Van Tilburg (meaning from Tilburg) to indicate
his Dutch ancestry.

My pedigree afterwards descends from: (1) Johannes Janszen Van Ti lburg, who
married Anna Maria VAN GIESSEN; (2) Pieter Van Tilburgh, who married Metje
BOUWMAN; (3) Willem Van Tilburgh, who married Keziah LARRISON; (4) Henry
Vantilburg and his mysterious wife, Jane; and (5) my great-great-grandfather,
Peter Vantilburg, who married Hannah KENNEDY.

Last year, while gathering data on my forefather Henry Vantilburg in order to
gain membership in the Sons of the American Revolution, I found that several of
his descendants were members of the prestigious Daughters of the American Revo-
lution. All of their DAR applications stated that Henry's first wife was named
Jane HOLMAN, and hi s second was named Jane SUNDERLAND. Since DAR records are
normally accepted by the SAR, I assumed that these were facts.

A widely-held Vantilburg legend says that while Henry was away serving in the
New Jersey Militia fighting the British during the Revolutionary War, his first
wife was shot to death by a Hessian soldier, in the pay of the British, while
standing in the doorway of their home near Princeton, New Jersey, and clutching
a baby in her arms. That left Henry with three small children to care for.

It was only after the New Jersey Archives provided me with a copy of the 1778
marriage contract between Henry and Jane Holman that I. began to have doudts
about the DAR records. Other data had proven that Henry had three children be-
fore that date.

Every other source I found followed the DAR record sequence of Henry's wives:
first Holman and then Sunderland. But if Henry married Jane Holman in 1778 and
he had three chi ldren born as early as 1772 and his wife was shot to death
during the time of the Battle of Princeton in 1777, then how could Jane Holman
be his first wife? Everyone seemed to have overlooked what should have been a
simple and obvious inconsistency!

Therefore, it appears that unless Henry had three wives, his first had to be
Jane Sunderland, and his second had to be Jane Holman. Strangely, no birth,
marriage or death records have yet been found about Jane Sunderland. The only
mention of her are in the DAR records and in subsequent publications based or.
them.

Peter .Vantilburg's history is much less clouded. The records indicate that
he was born in Virginia (probably in Berkeley County, which is now part of West
Virginia) on May 1,1785. He apparently moved with his parent from there to
Brooke County, Virginia (now West Virginia) and then in about 1798 went across
the Ohio River into Jefferson County, Ohio. There he married Hannah Kennedy,
the daughter of William and Sarah Kennedy (Kenady), on November 6, 1817.

In about 1825, Peter and Hannah settled in Clear Creek Township of Richland
County, which is now part of Ashland County. Then, sometime before 1830, they
moved to a farm on the Ashland-Olivesburg Road in Milton Township, which also
became part of newly-established Ashland County in 1846.

Twelve children were born to Peter and Hannah, including my great-grandfather
Henry Vincent Vantilburg, who was born in 1828 and died in 1917. He married
Catharine Elizabeth MUSSER in Ashland County in 1851. Both are buried in the
Mt Olivet Cemetery at Olivesburg in Richland County.

In the 1870's, Peter and Hannah retired from farming and moved into Mans-
(continued on page 43)
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CLARK
UMFLEET

NIECE
NEISE

SWINEFORD
WAGGONER

MILLER
PICKETT

BARE
BEAR
KREPPS
HETTINGER
MOKLE

MERKLINGER
BERNHARDT

EDGAR
KIRKPATRICK

ANDERSON
STEELE

YOUNGS
WILLIAMS

WEIKAL

Seek any info on Martin CLark ancestors from OLivesburg area; 'aLso
UmfLeet famiLy of Lucas and PerrysviLLe area
••• Marcia CLark, 425 Arthur, AshLand OH 44805 •••
Did Peter Niece/Neise and wife ELizabeth, MiLton twp census 1840,
have a daughter named ELizabeth? Peter born 15 Apr 1788 and died
3 May 1849, ELizabeth born 23 Jan 1798 and died 7 Mar 1885, buried
in the Imhoff Cemetery
Alice EVEL ANTON, P.O. Box 2056, Santa Barbara CA 93120-2056 •..
Seek info on Peter Swineford famiLy & descendants, c1815 to pre-
sent; aLso on John WAGGONER famiLy & descendants, c1820 to present
.•• Wayne L. Waggoner, 28 Westmoor Drive, London OH 43140-1058 .••
Seek any info on George & ELizabeth Pickett Miller, in 1833 bought
156 acres of land in Section 19 of Lake twp; children: Martha born
1824 IreLand, George W born 1832 OH, Robert M born 1834 OH, Mar-
garet Lydia born 1838 OH and IsabeLLa born 1843 OH; lived on Lake
twp land until 1855156
••• Fran SAUCEDO, 12706 Sand Piper Dr, Live Oak TX 78233-2738 •••
Seek info on parents of ELizabeth Bare/Sear born 28 June 1814 PA,
married 1832 Christian Krepps, brother John born 31 May 1812 PA &
1834 to Catherine Hettinger, she was born Centre Co PA d/o Jacob &
Eve MokLe, brother Jacob born 1819 VA; all moved to Clinton MI
c1854
••• Bernadette PALOMBIT, 26 McKinley Pl, Grosse Point Farms MI 48236 •••
Seek any info on DanieL & Marguerite/Margaret Merklinger, Mar-
guerite d/o George Bernhardt, in hi s Will George bequeathed hi s
Bible to DanieL - where is it now?, Daniel's death certificate
lists him born in Bavaria
••• Patricia SAVAGE, 3524 N RoLlo Rd, Prineville OR 97754 •••
John Edgar born 1826, married Eleanor, a daughter Elizabeth born
c1847, John's mother Elizabeth Kirkpatrick tckw50a@prodigy.com
••• Ron Kirkpatrick, 770l Starkey Rd #507, Seminole FL 34647-4317 .•
Thomas J Anderson b 1817 Wayne Co OH, d 1890 where?, wife Margaret
Steele b 1824 Wayne or Stark Co OH, d 1881 RichLand Co., children:
David Newton 1849, Hiram SteeLe 1851, Samuel Archibald b 1855
Nankin in AshLand Co and Sarah Ette b 1859 in AshLanad Co
••• MiLdred ANSHUTZ, 246 CouLter St, Creston OH 44217 •••
Clara Arelda Youngs b near PLymouth OH in 1877, in Ashland Co?,
d/o Curtis Frost & Mary Catherine WiLliamas Youngs caddowens@aol.com
•••ALice OWENS, 23 Kiowa Lane, Lake MonticeLlo, PaLmyra VA 22963 •••
William Weikal, from Venango Co PA to Rowsburg in Perry twp,
Ashland Co OH in 1865
••• Mildred Weikal RICE, 1030 S Christine, Wichita KS 67218 •••

VANTILBURG continued from page 42:
away in 1882. 60th were buried
cared for gravestones stiLL stand.

I may never be abLe to determine whether Jane SUNDERLAND or Jane HOLRAN was
the mother of Peter Vantilburg. So for now I have to be satisfied in calling
her "great-great-great-grandmother Jane," but I'm stiLL hunting for the truth!

The geneaLogicaL moraLs to this story are first to always question the
sources of your data, even if they are printed in the most prestigious of
sources. The second is never, never, never give up on your searches!

Submitted with permission to pubLish by: James Wilbur JACOBS, 13343 Ballad
Dr., Sun City West AZ 85375-1704. THANKS JIM!!
THE PASTFINDER

fieLd, where he died in 1874 and she passed
in the MansfieLd Cemetery, where their well
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CHAPTER NEWS
* * * MEETINGS * * * * * * LIB R A R Y * * *

REMEMBER THE CHANGE OF MEETING PLACE, 6 Aug - Jim Long, Volunteer, 7-9pm
INDUSTRIAL SAVINGS AND LOAN AT THE 8 Aug - Gay & Kay Abrams, Vol, 1-3pm
CORNER OF MAIN AND CENTER STREETS. 17 Aug - Ethel Snyder, Vol, 10-Noon

20 Aug - cancelled due to change of
20 Aug - Lincoln Highway - Mrs Harold meeting place

Oyster 29 Aug - Wi lma McCurdy, Vol, 1-3pm
17 Sep - To be announced 3 Sep - Jim Long, Volunteer, 7-9pm

7 Oct - Newsletter Mailing Team - 12 Sep - Betty Rogers, Vol, 1-3pm
all are welcome, come be 17 Sep - cancelled due to change of
part of the team that meeting place
spreads the "vo r-d " on Ash- 21 Sep - 10-Noon, Volunteer Needed
land County people. Not 26 Sep - Gay & Kay Abrams, Vol, 1-3pm
only do they get the news- 1 Oct - Jim Long, Volunteer, 7-9pm
letter out on time, but they 10 Oct - Elsie Cook, Vol, 1-3pm
lea rn from each other about 15 Oct - cancelled due to change of
new/old research tips. meeting place

15 Oct - To be announced 19 Oct - Ethel Enyder, Vol, 10-Noon
19 Nov - FFOAC/Chapter Dinner - 24 Oct - Vera Knowlton, Vol, 1-3pm

more in November's news- 5 Nov - Cris Harding, Vol, 7-9pm
letter 14 Nov - Elsie Cook, Vol, 1-3pm

Our State group now has an E.Mail
address: ogs@freenet.richland.oh.us

Bill & Barb Cameron have moved. They
were our Volunteers who "adopted" the
A thru L counties on the Ohio shelf.
Carol Long has now "adopted" this
shelf - THANKS CAROL!!! Barbara Hoff-
man has "adopted" the microfiche
drawers - THANKS BARB!!!

Do you have an E.Mail address? Want
to share with others interested in
Ashland County? Let us know and we
will list you in a later newsletter.
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