
continue to benefit from their experience and advice 
in identifying and implementing this year’s goals. 
Our fun, gregarious Vice President Hart has kindly 
agreed to preside at the January and February meet-
ings as I find it difficult to travel about in inclement 
weather. But I’ll see you all in March, tentative 
agenda in hand, ready to hear your recommenda-
tions for the coming year’s work. 
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Greetings and best wishes for the year 
2009. I am honored to be entrusted with 
the presidency of this very accomplished 
organization, and grateful that I will 
likely only be needed as a facilitator for 
the competent persons who have gra-
ciously agreed to serve as trustees, offi-
cers, and committee chairs. We will all 

Lois Wheeler, of Cleveland Heights, 
Ohio, has submitted this lovely pho-
tograph of a little ballerina. She be-
lieves this was taken around 1910-
1915 and came to her with several 
Miller family photographs. Do any 
Miller family members know who 
this little girl might be? Lois may be 
reached by email  a t  r i ley-
wheeler@sbcglobal.net 

A Message from President Marji Hazen 

New Officers 

At the annual First Families of Ash-
land County banquet in November, 
Marji Hazen became our new Ash-
land County Chapter President. 
Brenda Spier was elected Corre-
sponding Secretary and David Brock-
way became the new Trustee. Thanks 
to our outgoing President Bill Sny-
der, Secretary Vera Knowlton, and 
Trustee Karen Bloodhart. Your work 
all these years has been appreciated. 

Ashland County Gen Web Site Has Moved 

Have you checked out the Ashland County Gen Web site lately? More information is being 
added all the time thanks to many volunteers and  webmaster, Sheila Helser. Plus the site has a 
new location. Users may go to http://ashlandohio.pa-roots.com/ to enter. Sheila’s Ashland 
County Chapter OGS web site is still at http://www.ashlandohiogenealogy.org 



land County near Mansfield, will serve 
professional and hobbyist genealogists 
with climate-controlled space for ar-
chives, a reading room, a preservation 
and digitization lab, meeting space and 
classrooms, and office space. 

The final funding element came from 
the State of Ohio. In mid-November, the 
Ohio Cultural Facilities Commission 
approved a grant of $350,000 from the 
State to the Society for the new build-
ing. 

While the funding goal was achieved, 
the Society is encouraging its members 
to continue to contribute to the building 
fund. Ted Minier, past president and 
building fund chairperson, points out 
that the Society needs to pay down a 
$600,000 loan from the U. S. Depart-
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The Ohio Genealogical Society will 
hold its 2009 Conference on 2-4 Apr 
2009 at the Sawmill Creek Resort, 
Huron, Ohio. The theme is "Finding 
Genealogical Gold in the Streams of 
History." 

The program features 38 speakers in 68 
presentations and three workshops. The 
conference begins with the 50th Anni-
versary Banquet on Thursday evening, 
2 Apr, and will also include inductions 
of new members into the three OGS 
lineage societies: First Families of 
Ohio, Settlers and Builders of Ohio, 
and the Society of Civil War Families 
of Ohio. 

A registration brochure is available for 
download on the OGS website at 
www.ogs.org. Or one can be requested 
by contacting the society at 713 South 
Main Street, Mansfield, Ohio 44907-
1644 or calling (419) 756-7294 Get One Friend to Join the Ashland County Chapter OGS   

Ohio Genealogical Society Reaches $2.5-
Million  Funding for New Building 

Mansfield, Ohio--“We have achieved ‘full 
funding’ for our new building project,” 
reports E. Paul Morehouse, president, Ohio 
Genealogical Society. “We thank our 
members and other contributors for their 
support.” The amount raised to date is 
$2,564,889. 

The Society plans to begin construction 
early in 2009 of an 18,000-square-foot 
facility to better accommodate the Soci-
ety’s expanding membership and its grow-
ing library collection. Society officials 
believe that the new building will be the 
finest state genealogical library in the 
country. 

The new home for the Ohio Genealogical 
Society, to be located in Bellville in Rich-

New First Families of Ashland County Members 

New 2008 First Families of Ashland 
County Inductees are:  from left to 
right  -  front row -   Elsie L. Koenig 
Cook,  Marjorie L. Yetzer,  Dianna 
Lynne Dalton;   back row -  John 
Delbert Boyd, Virginia Schuck, Geneva 
Schuck, Nancy C. Swineford Miller 
and Deborah Jo Dalton. The induction 
occurred at Celebrations by Sallie, the 
site of  the November FFOAC banquet. 
   Requirements for induction into the 
First Families include proving the ap-
plicant’s ancestors were living in Ash-
land County prior to 1850, and that 
there is a direct lineage from the ances-
tor to the applicant. 
   Not pictured is Jill Boyd Eady, 
Galion, OH. 
   Following the inductee ceremony 
Ruth Emmons installed the club offi-
cers for the 2009 year.  The evening 
program then carried through with a 
talk from Amy E. Armstrong of the  

U.S. GenWeb and Ohio GenWeb Sites.  She presented a program on Effectively Using the Richland County U.S. GenWeb Site 
with the aid of overhead projected images. 
   Any interested applicants for the 2009 induction are encouraged to complete the application by August 31, 2009 and the appli-
cations are available at the Ashland County Genealogical Society at the Ashland Public Library.  Applicants need not be mem-
bers of the ACCOGS to apply.  The fee is $10.00. 

 

2009 OGS Conference 
 

OGS Meets Funding Goal 
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ment of Agriculture. In addition, the So-
ciety aims to build an endowment fund to 
maintain the new facility. 

According to Minier, several naming 
rights remain available in the new library 
in return for large donations. 

Established in 1959, the Ohio Genealogi-
cal Society is the largest state genealogi-
cal society in the country, with over 
6,000 members, 95 chapters, nearly 
35,000 books and a lending library with 
more than 3,500 titles and publications. It 
publishes the OGS Quarterly, Ohio Ge-

nealogy News (both included with OGS 
membership), Ohio Records & Pioneer 

Families, and Ohio Civil War Genealogy 

Journal. For more information on OGS, 
visit www.ogs.org. 

The Ohio Cultural Facilities Commission 
is a state agency that helps enhance the 
quality of life for Ohioans by improving 
the state’s cultural facilities. Since 1988, 
the Commission has disbursed more than 
$400 million of capital funds appropri-
ated by the Legislature and Governor for 
facility improvement projects at non-
profit theaters, museums, historical sites 
and publicly owned professional sports 
venues. The Commission partners with 
nonprofit groups and local governments 
on more than 300 projects in 72 of 
Ohio’s 88 counties. For more informa-
tion on the Commission, visit 
www.culture.ohio.gov. [Submitted by 
Wally Huskonen] 

Queries are free of 

charge for members. 

Please help by answering 

queries. 

Here they are themselves, the seven 
Rader brothers, Ashland’s one and 
only contribution for the champion-
ship of most unique team in Ohio. The 
boys are sons of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Rader, who reside south of Ashland on 
a farm. They aren’t all the family, ei-
ther, for there are four sisters who aid 
dad and mother in cheering for the 
seven brothers in their games. 
   Having a brother team is among the 
unusual things in this day of the abbre-
viated family. More unusual it is when 
the team can and does win basketball 
games and regularly against opponents 
in its class. These Rader brothers play 
real basketball, and so far this season 
have won seven and lost six games. 
They have defeated Jeromesville High 
School, Ruggles High, Shelby High 
junior varsity, Ashland College gym 
class, Company E and Ashland Hi-
Ags. Defeats have been administered 
twice by Chester High, and once each 
by Polk High, Jeromesville Independ-
ents, Sullivan High and Ashland Evan-
gelicals. 
   From 12 year old Doyle to 24 year 
old George, the Brothers Rader are 
athletes, have been and probably will 
continue to be for some days to come. 
George, the eldest, played basketball 

and baseball with Sullivan High School. 
He played football, baseball and basketball 
with Ashland College two years ago. 
George plays forward. 
   John, aged 22, who is captain of the 
brothers basketball team, played basketball 
and baseball at Sullivan High. He played 
football for Ashland College and was on 
the basketball team two years ago until the 
end of the first semester. Captain Johnny is 
center on the team. 
   Charles, 21 years old, was a miler on the 
Ashland High track team in his senior year. 
He is one of the pair of guards. For the past 
several days Chuck has been seriously ill, 
but was reported somewhat better today. 
   Howard, who is 19 years old, is manager 
of the team. He gets the games and super-
vises the heavy business affairs of the 
team. Howard plays guard. He is a sopho-
more at Ashland College. He double 
crossed his brothers and instead of winning 
his college letter at athletics, he won it as a 
member of the band. Howard was an Ash-
land High baseball player, winning his 
letter in his senior year. 
   Dalya, 17 year old brother, plays forward 
for the team and has been making many 
baskets. He is a junior at Ashland High. He 
has been ineligible for various sports, but 
is expected to pull up and win his letter at 
baseball this spring. He will also be a 
likely candidate for the high school foot-
ball and basketball clubs next year. 
   Harold, 15 years old, has done much to 
halt the playing of the brothers this season. 
He went and won himself a berth on the 
Ashland High junior varsity and that cuts 
him out of playing with his brothers until 
the high school season ends. He is a sopho-
more in high school and if he continues to 
improve will be a letter man in basketball 
before he graduates. He is also one of the 

Here are Seven Reasons Why  
Two Persons are Proud Parents 
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Ashlanders at Toledo Asylum likeliest little infielders Coach Sid Boyd 
will have on his baseball team next 
spring. Bully is forward on the brothers 
combination. 
   Doyle is only 12 years old and is used 
as utility man. He gets into games and 
shows promise of living up to the family 
reputation for athletics. He is in the sixth 
grade in the local public schools. 
   Five of the seven brothers are at their 
parental home. John and George both 
have homes of their own. George took it 
upon himself last Christmas to claim his 
bride and is now located at Sylvania, 
Ohio, where he is selling automobiles. 
He comes back to play with the brothers 
when they have important games. Ash-

land Times-Gazette, 11 Feb 1928. 
[Submitted by Barb Hart] 

Ashland Times Gazette, 3 Feb 1891, page 5, column 4. Submitted by Barb Hart. 
   Last week we furnished a list of the citizens of Ashland county who had been sent 
to the Ohio Penitentiary during the past two years. We now furnish a list of the poor, 
unfortunate insane taken to the Toledo asylum during the same time. 
Oliver Robb, Emeline Bookman, A. P. Shelley, Ida Huffman, Adison Watson, 
Cassius Greenwald, J. P. Mahler, Susan Hauk, Eliza Richenbach, Mrs. Anna 
Slocum, Carrie Conry, Miss S. Rosebery, Emil Graf, Catherine Austin; and to the 
Reform Farm: Robt. Sweringen, Henry K. Gotner, Ora Simmons, Willie 
Dessenburg. 

Ohio Penitentiary 

Ashland Times Gazette, 27 Jan 1891, 
page 5, columns 3 & 4. Submitted by 
Barb Hart, Ashland. 
   Ashland county has been well repre-
sented at the Ohio Penitentiary, espe-
cially so during the past two years. 
   Jan. 19, 1889, Thomas Marietta was 
sent there for the crime of burglary to 
serve for five years. Thomas will have 
learned a good trade in that time. He is at 
work in the bolt factory. 
   April 5th, 1889, Jackson Marietta was 
sentenced for one year. Discharged Feb. 
1, 1890. 
   Emery Stout sent Dec. 26, 1889, for 
one year for stealing a horse. Discharged 
in Nov. 1890. 
   Clint McComber for burglary and lar-
ceny, was sent Jan. 1, 1890, for eight 
years and is working in Potters’ Foun-
dry. 
   John Zimmerman for burglary and 
larceny, sent Jan. 1, 1890 for four years 
is laboring in the Enamel Works, under 
the supervision of Dick Woodhouse. 
   Joseph Harpster for burglary and lar-
ceny, sent Jan. 1, 1890, for one year, 
became insane and was sent home in 
Nov. 1890. 
   Lounartine Greenwald for forgery and 
perjury, sent Nov. 25, 1890, for ten 
years; will have a good opportunity to 
learn a trade, so that when he comes 
home, he can keep his mind employed in 
something honorable instead of studying 
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Showcase your genealogical writing 
talent in one of the Ohio genealogical 
Society’s journals. OGS is sponsoring 
its second annual genealogical writing 
contest open to authors of genealogical 
and historical material. In doing so, 
OGS will reward genealogical author-
ship and will feature these outstanding 
winners in its journals. Two OGS jour-
nals will reach our 6000 member base 
while the two subscription journals 
reach genealogical and historical 
groups with special interests in early 
Ohio history and in Ohio Civil War 
soldiers. The contest is for articles deal-
ing with Ohio history and genealogy, 
Ohio records groups, Ohioans who left 
to settle elsewhere and Ohio families. 
OGS welcomes articles ranging in size 
from 750 words up to 5,000 words, 
depending on the subject. 
  
Authors may submit up to eight entries 
with a maximum of two entries in each 
of the following OGS journal catego-
ries: 
  
Ohio Genealogy News (OGN - quar-
terly newsletter, included in OGS mem-
bership) concentrates on genealogical 
record groups, collections, research 
techniques, databases and websites re-
lated to Ohio genealogy and history, as 
well as articles about OGS, its chapters 
and other genealogical news. 
  
Ohio Genealogical Society Quarterly 
(OGSQ - quarterly journal, included in 
OGS membership) publishes articles 
relating to the full spectrum of Ohio 
history and genealogy. Types of articles 
include case studies, abstracts and tran-
scriptions of Ohio related materials, and 
Bible records. 
  
Ohio Records & Pioneer Families 
(ORPF - quarterly, by subscription) 
focuses on Ohio from pre-colonial 
times to the Civil War historically and 
accepts articles on Ohio records groups 
including abstracts and transcriptions of 
such records. 
  
Ohio Civil War Genealogy Journal 
(OCWGJ - quarterly, by subscription) 

features anything relating to Ohioans 
who served the Civil War including 
post-war related activities such as recon-
struction and the GAR. 
  
Three winning articles will be selected. 
For each journal, the first prize winner 
will receive a one-year OGS member-
ship, a one-year subscription to Ohio 
Records & Pioneer Families and a one-
year subscription to the Ohio Civil War 
Genealogy Journal. The second place 
winner will receive his/her choice of two 
of the above listed prizes. The third 
place winner will receive her/his choice 
of one of the above named 
prizes. Winning articles will be featured 
in appropriate OGS journals as space 
permits. OGS will not give every award 
in each category if sufficient entries do 
not meet the criteria. Entries will be 
judged on four criteria: Overall impact 
and interest: 0-15 points; Accuracy, 
points: 0-10 points; Language and voice: 
0-10 points; Writing mechanics: 0-10 
points. Judges’ comments will be re-
turned to each entrant. By submitting 
articles, authors are giving OGS permis-
sion to publish. Entries may not have 
been previously published in other jour-
nals. 
  
Entries will be accepted from 1 January 
2009 through 28 February 2009. Send 
entries as hard copy or as an electronic 
file on CD or via e-mail. All electronic 
files should be saved in Rich Text format 
(rtf) or in Microsoft Word or WordPer-
fect only. Include the following informa-
tion with each entry: Category (journal 
for which you wish your article be 
judged), author’s name, full address, 
telephone number, e-mail address and 
any other pertinent contact information. 
The contest is open to OGS members as 
well as non-members. Both amateur and 
professional writers may submit articles. 
Please send entries to: 
   Writing Contest 
   The Ohio Genealogical Society 
   713 South Main Street 
   Mansfield OH 44906-1644 
e-mail: ogs@ogs.org; please put Writing 
Contest in the subject line. [Submitted 
by Wally Huskonen] 

2008 OGS Writing Competition whom he might devour. He is now in the 
chair factory sandpapering chairs. 
   H. A. L. Markel, forgery and perjury, 
sent Nov. 25, 1890, for six years; works at 
packing chairs. 
   Geo. Snook, sent Nov. 25, 1890, for 5 
years; works in the rake factory. 
   Elmer Davis, sent Nov. 30, 1890, for 
burglary and larceny, for three years, is 
working in shoe shop. 
   John Martin, sent Nov. 28, 1890, for 
burglary; one year, doing general work 
about the Pen. 
   Wm. Mansfield was sent Jan. 16, 1891, 
for perjury, one year, working in the li-
brary. 
   Elza Eagle, who was arrested with John 
Zimmerman for burglary and turned 
state’s evidence and got clear, as after-
ward arrested in Richland county for 
highway robbery and sent for ten years; is 
working in the stone foundry. 
   Phil Sellars, of Loudonville, who was 
arrested for burglary committed in Rich-
land county, was sent for ten years and is 
working in Patton’s foundry. 

Sturtevant or King? 
At Lois Williams estate sale, the auction-
eer removed several photos from a Sturte-
vant or King Bible and sold them sepa-
rately. There are unfortunately no names. 
These were both Ruggles Twp families. 
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Here are some more clippings from 

the Ruggles Township area found in 

the scrapbook kept by Anna Den-

ham Richards. 

 
ORA A. FAST died at the home of 
his father, north-west of town, last 
Friday evening, Dec. 9th, at about 
11 o’clock. Death had been ex-
pected to claim him at any time for a 
week previous, but he clung to life 
with surprising tenacity. The exact 
cause of his death is rather a mys-
tery. He was aged 19 years and 11 
months, having been born Jan. 9, 
1879, and was the youngest son of 
Jacob B. Fast. His mother preceded 
him in death some years ago. Fu-
neral services were conducted by 
Rev. Lea, assisted by Rev. Baldwin, 
at the M. E. church, on Sunday, and 
were very largely attended. Burial 
was made in the cemetery here 
[1898]. 
 
MRS. HENRIETTA WOLCOTT 
died at the home of her daughter, 
Mrs. Nugent, in Elyria, on Sunday, 
August 29th. She will be remem-
bered by many acquaintances in 
New London and Ruggles, having 
resided in both places a number of 
years ago. She went from this place 
to North Amherst, O., with the fam-
ily of Mr. J. B. Parker [1899?]. 
 
WILL HUTCHINSON—A dispatch 
was received by Dr. C. T. King 
Tuesday morning saying that Mr. 
Will Hutchinson, formerly of this 
place but late of Cleveland, died in 
Chicago. No particulars were given 
in the dispatch. It is thought that he 
went to visit the World’s Fair, was 
taken sick and died there. His re-
mains were brought to Savannah for 
burial, his former home. Mr. Hut-
chinson was a bright young man of 
good attainments and high charac-
ter. He fitted himself for the profes-
sion of dentistry and not long ago 
opened a suite of rooms for business 
on Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, with 
flattering prospects. It is sad to see 
such promising young men cut 

down by the relentless hand of death—
young men who have a future before them 
and know its value [d. 16 Sep 1893 age 24 y 
3 m 24 d]. 
 
NANCY A. ZARKER was born in Ashland 
Co., Ohio, Dec. 12th, 1826, and died Aug. 
30th, 1893, aged 66 years, 8 months and 18 
days. She was a daughter of Geo. and Sarah 
Fast. At the age of 23 years she married B. 
F. Zarker and proved a true and faithful 
wife. To them were born five children, two 
of whom remain, three having gone into the 
King’s presence in childhood. 
 
JOHN T. McCRAY—Word was received 
here of the death of Hon. John T. McCray of 
Ashland, which occurred at his home in that 
place on Sunday, June 25th. Mr. McCray 
spent many of the early years of his life in 
Ruggles where his aged parents still reside, 
beside many relatives and friends to mourn 
his death [1893?]. 
 
MRS. CHARLES MOTTER died last 
Thursday aged about fifty three years. Fu-
neral services were held in the M. E. church 
on Saturday, conducted by her pastor, Rev. 
McCullough assisted by Rev. A. Bowers. 
Burial taking place in the Ruggles cemetery. 
Mrs. Motter was a sister of Dr. Kimball and 
A. C. Kimball of New London. She had 
been a member of the M. E. church for 
many years and her loss will be felt in the 
home, the church and among a large circle 
of friends. [Nancy J. Motter d. 19 Oct 1893, 
aged 53 y 2 m 26 d]. 
 

WILLIAM STULL—Hanover township, 
Ashland County was the scene of a horrible 
murder Sunday afternoon. William Stull and 
wife, each aged about 30 years, died in a 
little cabin in an unfrequent part of the 
township. They never got along well to-
gether, —— to provide for —— and two 
children. Stull and his wife quarreled and he 
knocked her down and deliberately cut her 
throat in the presence of their children. The 
murderer was at large at last accounts, but a 
posse of citizens are after him, and will 
lynch him if they get him. Stull is an all-
around bad man, so the neighbors say, and 
has been suspected of almost every crime in 
the calendar. The people of Hanover town-
ship will feel relieved when he is out of the 
way [1893?]. 

MRS SUTHERLAND, wife of William 
Sutherland, Sen., died Thursday morning, 
Nov. 23d, age 68 years. She was stricken 
with paralysis on Sunday morning, Nov. 
12th. The funeral services were held in 
the Cong’l Church, of which she was a 
member, conducted on Friday by Rev. A. 
Bowers. Interment in the Savannah ceme-
tery. [Margaret Sutherland 1825-1893]. 
 
DORA HUTCHINSON—The friends of 
Mrs. Dora Hutchinson will be pained to 
learn of her death from typhoid pneumo-
nia, at Grand Rapids, Mich., on Saturday, 
August 6th, at 5 o’clock A.M. She leaves 
a husband and two little boys beside nu-
merous relatives and a large circle of 
friends to mourn her early death. May 
these mourning ones seek and find com-
fort and consolation from “Him who 
doeth all things well.”  [1881] 

 
 

 
MRS. LYDIA PECK STURTEVANT 
died at the home of her brother, Homer 
Peck, on Saturday, March 12th, in the 73d 
year of her age. Mrs. S. arose on Saturday 
morning in her usual health but soon after 
was stricken with paralysis from which 
she never rallied but passed away about 
eleven o’clock. Funeral services were 
conducted by Rev. A. Bowers in the 
Cong’l Church of which Mrs. Sturtevant 
had been an active and consistent member 

Ruggles Clippings from Richards Scrapbook 

Dora (Weston) Hutchinson 

Taken at West Salem, Ohio 



for fifty-six years, having lived in Rug-
gles sixty-one years. Her husband, Mr. 
Carlton Sturtevant, died in 1848. Two 
sons are left to mourn with a large cir-
cle of friends the loss of a loving 
mother, a true kind friend, and a faith-
ful Christian. One son, B. T., lives in 
Ruggles; the other, S. C., in Appleton 
City, Mo., who arrived in time to attend 
the funeral [1887]. 
 
EVA ANN BOWERIZE was born in 
Lebanon Co., Pa., April 30th, 1821. 
Died in Troy, Ashland Co., Jan. 10th, 
1887, aged 65 years, 8 months and 11 
days. She leaves a husband, nine chil-
dren, twenty grandchildren, and many 
friends to mourn her loss. 
 
MRS. SAMUEL GAULT died on Sat-
urday, Oct. 30th, at the age of seventy-
two years, the funeral services being 
conducted by Rev. Martindale, assisted 
by Revs. Bowers and Irish in the M. E. 
Church on Monday, Nov. 1st. Her re-
mains were placed in the Savannah 
cemetery. [Sarah Gault d. 1886]. 

his wife Margaret Huston Williams 
(1790-1877) moved their family from 
Westmoreland Co PA to Richland Co 
OH, later Ashland Co. They were James 
Huston, born 1817; Robert Hannah, born 
1819; Margaret Wiley, born 1821; Mat-
thew, born 1824; Mary Anne, born 1828; 
and Ebenezer Erskins, born 1831. Wil-
liams is their surname. Joseph’s father, 
Robert Williams (born 1768) and wife 
Mary Sarah Hannah followed with their 
grown family: Ebenezer, Isaac Robert, 
Ezra, Mathew, John, James, and daughter 
Nancy. 
… Submitted by Phyllis Hurty Eyestone, 
2055 Jay Court, Manhattan KS 66502-
3640; phone 785-539-2627. 
 
COUNTRYMAN—I have a little history 
on the Countryman family, back to Pre-
ston Elsworth Countryman, married in 
Ashland Co to Emma Ella Scott, born 12 
Dec 1893. I also have a list of Country-
mans buried in the Countryman Burial 
Ground, Brothers Valley Twp., Somerset 
Co PA, from 1778 to 1869. This informa-
tion is at http://www.usgwarchives.net/
pa/somerset/tombstones/countryman-
brothersvalley.htm  Does anyone have 
the connecting links between these two 
groups, if any — and the relationships 
among this Somerset group?  
… Submitted by E. T. Hunter; email: 
ethunter@comcast.net 
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1822 in IN, d. 1861, IN.  Frank B. mar-
ried Sarah C. Davidson, born about 1849 
and died 1919 in Loudonville, OH.  She 
was the daughter of George Davidson 
and Margaret Danner, m. in 1846 in 
OH.  Frank B. and Sarah had 12 chil-
dren, including a son, Benjamin Franklin 
Sharp, b. 1876, d. 1956 in Loudonville, 
OH.  I would like to make contact with 
anyone who may have additional infor-
mation and photos on this family. 
…Submitted by Eileen Eberhart Sharp, 
418 Peachtree Court, San Marcos, CA 
92078; email: eseilsharp@gmail.com 
 
EBERHART—I am looking for parent 
and sibling information on Joshua Eber-
hart, b. 1816 Huntingdon County PA, d. 
1868 Lake Township, Ashland County, 
OH. 
…Submitted by Eileen Eberhart Sharp, 
418 Peachtree Court, San Marcos, CA 
92078; email: eseilsharp@gmail.com 
 
SMITH—I am seeking the names of 
Daniel Smith’s parents. He was born 24 
Aug 1774 in Connecticut and died 11 
Apr 1828 in Ruggles, Huron Co., now 
Ashland Co., Ohio. Also seeking par-
ents’ names of Anson Smith, who mar-
ried Daniel’s daughter, Mercy Maranda 
“Mary”, 18 Nov 1830 in Ruggles. Anson 
was born about 1803 in Connecticut and 
resided in Warren, Litchfield Co., Con-
necticut. He died 4 Jan 1865, resided in 
Prairie City, McDonongh Co., Illinois, 
buried in Fulton Co., Illinois. These 
Smiths were members of the Congrega-
tional Church. 
…Submitted by Cecilie Gaziano, 4511 
Fremont Avenue South, Minneapolis, 
MN 55419-4744; email:  cga-
ziano@prodigy.net 
 
BUSHNELL—Searching for informa-
tion on Thomas Bushnell, Jr., born 11 
Mar 1849 Vermilion Twp., Ashland Co 
OH; married Maggie (Margaret) Ditsler, 
born Mar 1852 OH; both died 1920s in 
Liberal, KS. Where are they buried? 
Who were her parents? 
… Submitted by Sheila Shriver, 4035 W. 
166th St., Cleveland OH 44135; email: 
sh8sh@aol.com 
 
WILLIAMS—I would like information 
related to any of these families. In 1821, 
Joseph Brady Williams (1792-1843) and 

SMITH—I am seeking pre-1830 infor-
mation relative to the Meng church. Pe-
ter Smith (died 1827) is likely buried in 
the Meng cemetery as is his wife, Juliana 
Baker. Peter was the original (ca. 1814) 
owner of the Swartz farm near the ceme-
tery and the church and was close friends 
with Philip Meng. Philip Krick, Conrad 
Friedline, Henry Grindle, and other early 
residents. 
… Submitted by Jeffrey E. McCann, 
1335 Lane 280 Hamilton Lake, Hamil-
ton IN 46742; phone (260) 488-2414; 
email: jmccann-46742@yahoo.com 
 
SHARP—I am researching the family of 
Benjamin Franklin Sharp (aka Frank B. 
Sharp), born LaPorte County, IN, about 
1843, d. Loudonville, OH, about 
1905.  He was the son of William Sharp, 
born about 1800 in Ohio, d. 1890 in IN, 
and Mary Louisa Finley, born about 

Grandma’s Hands 

I was privileged to take a photo of “Five 
Generations of Women” shortly before 
my 93-year old grandmother passed away 
last year. The photo, shown above, fea-
tures the hands of my grandmother, 
mother, sister, niece and great-niece. 
While I cannot take credit for the idea, I 
was so happy to have had the suggestion 
and capture this moment. It inspired a 
friend of mine to do something similar 
which turned out so beautiful and a spe-



petition containing thirty eight names the 
most of which were obtained in Homer a 
few in this township and one from New 
London….” 
 
Letter, Milo Carleton to Sylvanus Par-

mely, 16 Dec 1843, Sullivan. 

   “Dear Uncle, Parmely and Percival 
Frink have spent two days each in Jack-
son and obtained 79 petitioners which I 
send you by today’s mail. The word 
“jointly” interlined in the foregoing 
agreement was inserted by the Orange 
people without our knowledge or con-
sent. There a few names on this petition 
which were obtained in this township. A. 
Porter has agreed to get what can be ob-
tained in New London….” 
 
Petition, 15 Dec 1843, S. Parmely, Esq. 

   At a meeting of the citizens of Sullivan 
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cial keepsake prior to her father’s pass-
ing. 
   Grandma, some ninety plus years, sat 
feebly on the patio bench. She didn’t 
move, just sat with her head down, star-
ing at her hands. When I sat down beside 
her, she didn't acknowledge my pres-
ence, and the longer I sat, I wondered if 
she was OK. Finally, not really wanting 
to disturb her, but wanting to check on 
her at the same time, I asked her if she 
was OK. She raised her head and looked 
at me and smiled. “Yes, I’m fine, thank 
you for asking,” she said in a clear 
strong voice. 
   “I didn’t mean to disturb you, 
Grandma, but you were just sitting here 
staring at your hands, and I wanted to 
make sure you were OK,” I explained to 
her. “Have you ever looked at your 
hands,” she asked? “I mean really looked 
at your hands?” I slowly opened up my 
hands and stared down at them. I turned 
them over, palms up and then palms 
down. No, I guess I had never really 
looked at my hands as I tried to figure 
out the point she was making. 
   Grandma smiled and related this story:  
“Stop and think for a moment about the 
hands you have, how they have served 
you well throughout your years. These 
hands, though wrinkled, shriveled, and 
weak, have been the tools I have used all 
my life to reach out and grab and em-
brace life. They braced and caught my 
fall when, as a toddler, I crashed upon 
the floor. They put food in my mouth 
and clothes on my back. As a child, my 
mother taught me to fold them in prayer. 
They tied my shoes and pulled on my 
boots. They held my husband, and wiped 
my tears when he went off to war. They 
have been dirty, scraped and raw, swol-
len and bent. They were uneasy and 
clumsy when I tried to hold my newborn 
son. Decorated with my wedding band, 
they showed the world that I was mar-
ried and love someone special. They 
wrote my letters to him, and trembled 
and shook when I buried my parents and 
spouse. They have held my children and 
grandchildren, consoled neighbors, and 
shook in fists of anger when I didn’t 
understand. They have covered my face, 
combed my hair, and washed and 
cleansed the rest of my body. They have 
been sticky and wet, bent and broken, 
dried and raw. And to this day, when not 

much of anything else of me works real 
well, these hands hold me up, lay me 
down, and again continue to fold in 
prayer. These hands are the mark of 
where I’ve been and the ruggedness of 
life. But more importantly, it will be these 
hands that God will reach out and take 
when He leads me home. And with my 
hands, He will lift me to His side, and 

Moving Sylvanus Parmely Home to a new foundation in 2007 

there, I will use these hands to touch the 
face of Christ.” [This nice story was 

taken from the Summit Co Chapter OGS 

newsletter, The Highpoint, Jan/Feb 2008 

and they received it in an email, author 

unknown. Consider taking a hand photo-

graph when you gather the four or five 

generations together when that next new 

baby is born.] 

The Parmely Letters—Sullivan, Ohio 

A collection of original letters to Syl-
vanus Parmely of Sullivan were recently 
donated to the Ashland County Historical 
Society by Fran Chaffe Grossenbacher, 
Gilbert AZ. Copies are at the Ashland 
Public Library in the Chapter’s collection 
and also at the OGS Library in Mansfield. 
   Sylvanus Parmely, son of John Parmely, 
was born in Wilmington VT in 1789; 
married Lois Gould in 1806, and moved 
to Sullivan in 1817 where he operated a 
sawmill and general store. Elected to the 
Ohio General Assembly in 1845, these 
letters and petitions are from that time 
period. Only excerpts are given here. Syl-
vanus Parmely died 23 Jan 1874 and was 
buried at the Sullivan Cemetery. 
 
Letter, Milo Carleton to Sylvanus Par-

mely, 9 Dec 1843, Sullivan. 

   “Respected Uncle, dear Sir I enclose a 
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Letter, Daniel McCook to Syl-

vanus Parmely, 29 Jan 1844, 

Carrollton. 

“...I am informed that the vote 
postponing the Bill to erect the 
County of Ellsworth was re-
considered by a large majority 
… if you think that the vote 
was reconsidered with a vein 
to the passage of the Bill, I 
wish to know it, when I will 
start to Columbus and take 
with me an influential Whig, 
who will be able to do much 
for the Bill….” 
 
Notice, H. M. Wooster, Secy., 

and Francis Frink, Chairman, 

to Hon. S. Parmely, 30 Jan 

1844. 

   “At a meeting of the citizens 
of Sullivan Township at the 
town house on Tuesday eve-
ning Jany. 30, 1844, called in 
pursuance to previous notice 
to take into consideration the 
prospects of the proposed new 
county of Ellsworth, Francis 
Frink, Esq., was called to the 
chair and H. M. Wooster ap-
pointed Secy. On motion, A. 
M. Parmely, A. B. Sampson, 
and Norman Miller were ap-
pointed to report resolutions 
expressive of the wishes of the 
meeting … Resolved that the 
citizens of Sullivan in urging 
their claim for the erection of 
the new county of Ellsworth 
… [that they are] residing 
thirty and some even thirty 
five miles from the seat of 
justice ….” 
 
Letter, R. B. Campbell to Fa-

ther Parmely, 30 Jan 1844. 

“...the petition for the Ells-
worth claim was brought up 
and indefinitely postponed, 
yeas 37, nays 30…” 
 
Letter, Chas. R. Deming to 

Sylvanus Parmely, 31 Jan 

1844. 

“...I venture to predict that the 
inhabitants of New London, 
Ruggles, Clearcreek, Mont-
gomery, Perry, Congress, parts 

and Orange township on the 
fifteenth day of Dec eighteen 
hundred and forty three they 
mutually agreed not to oppose 
each others claims for a new 
county but [jointly] to let their 
respective claims go before the 
Legislature and to let that body 
act on them as they see proper. 
   Orange, Dec. 15, 1843 
Jos. P. Hull, Orange 
Amos Norris 
John Sharck 
Thomas Harkness 
Thomas Curry 
William M. Turner 
Robt. Culbertson 
Daniel Campbell 
George Row 
John Smurr 
Thos. Smurr 
Melchor Mellinger 
John Sloan 
John Bulls 
Luther Hartson 
Samuel T. Urie 
B. R. Moffitt 
Wm. English 
Solomon Markel 
 
Francis Frink, Sullivan 
John M. Steele 
Daniel Campbell (crossed out) 
Samuel P. Jones 
Hamilton Porter 
Wm. Porter 
Geo. Hardaker 
W. W. Hartwell 
Ashley Parmely 
P. W. Frink 
N. P. Rogers 
Franklin Bowke 
Anson Persons 
Norman Miller 
Dayton Purdy 
Isaac C. West 
S. P. Crosier 
Hiram Chandler 
Chester Marsh 
Arnold Underhill 
Alvey Hendryx 
George Kennedy 
 
Letter, Milo Carleton to S. 

Parmely, 20 Dec 1843, Sulli-

van. 

“...I did not attach my name to 
the article fearing that all was 

not exactly right, however I 
hope you will be able to dis-
pose of it to our advantage. 
Mr. Porter has been to Homer 
and obtained 140 names … J. 
P. Mann took cold riding in 
the storm to obtain petitioners 
and is now confined with the 
gunsy, and Nathan Gorham 
has not been able to do any 
thing for more than a week…” 
 
Letter, Milo Carleton to Syl-

vanus Parmely, 28 Dec 1843. 

   I sent you per mail today a 
petition containing 20 petition-
ers which Parmely got with the 
exception of the last two on a 
trip to New London. Mr. Mer-
rifield did not get a single 
signer there and would not 
sign himself…” 
 
Letter, Milo Carleton to Syl-

vanus Parmely, 5 Jan 1844. 

   “...enclosed in it two peti-
tions containing 79 names 
which Parmely and Percival 
Frink obtained in Jackson and 
Congress…” 
 
Letter, Milo Carleton to Syl-

vanus Parmely, 4 Jan 1844. 

   “Mr. Porter informs me this 
morning that Mr. Warner has 
written to Mr. Daugherty of 
Spencer inquiring of him if the 
citizens of that township wish 
to be set off into the new 
county of Ellsworth…” 
 
Letter, Daniel Campbell, John 

Sharck, Jos. P. Hall, and John 

Smurr to S. Parmely, 9 Jan 

1844, regarding opposition to 
Ashland’s effort for relief of 
the Ashland & Vermilion Rail-
road. 
 
Letter, Milo Carleton to S. 

Parmely, 11 Jan 1844. 

   “I have just written a lengthy 
letter for Mr. Welch to send to 
his uncle Aaron Johnson mem-
ber of the Senate in relation to 
the new county … Perez Rice 
died on the fourth inst. Lucian 
Chamberlain is very sick…” 

of Jackson, would all prefer 
remaining where they are… 
I think the people in that 
part of Milton & Canaan 
which you propose setting to 
Medina will object … that 
Sullivan people have to 
travel so far to get to Elyria 
that they should be willing 
to consent to have the new 
county…” 
 
Letter, Rosetta M. Parmely 

to Sylvanus Parmely, 5 Feb 

1844, Sullivan [his daugh-

ter]. 

   “Mr. Chandler buried his 
little boy last week. Its death 
was occasioned by a burn. A 
kettle of boiling water was 
set on the hearth and he ran 
against it and turned it over 
scalding himself badly, lived 
nearly three weeks in mis-
ery. Mr. Tillotson of Hunt-
ington attended the funeral 
and preached a very com-
forting sermon … The fu-
neral was at the Baptist 
house but not a single Bap-
tist was present … You have 
had a very hard time this 
winter in prosecuting the 
new county claim. I do hope 
you will succeed in getting 
it through the house if noth-
ing more…” 
 
Letter, Sally Palmer to Syl-

vanus Parmely, 23 Feb 

1844, Sullivan. 

“...has been several deaths 
which I presume you have 
heard of all except Mason 
Twitchell’s child that died 
last night.” 
 
Letter, A. Porter to Friend 

Parmely, 29 Feb 1844, Sul-

livan. 

“...Celia wrote you the mel-
ancholy news of the death of 
her dear brother S. D. Gor-
ham…” 
 
Note: Ellsworth County 

didn’t happen but Ashland 

County did in 1846!!! 
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Ashland County Chapter OGS 

 
Beginning Balance—1 Jan 2008 

Checking Account—$4,998.38 
Certificate of Deposit—$3,000.00 
Trust Fund—$10,340.14 
Total—$18,338.52 
 
Receipts: 

Donation Life—$10.00 
Dues—$1,940.00 
First Families—$838.00 
Interest  - $385.68 
Library Fund—$15.00 
Miscellaneous—$66.76 
Operating Fund—$178.04 
Postage—$108.34 
Publication Fund—$3,025.00 
Sales—$2,201.84 
Sales Tax—$80.78 
Total Receipts—$8,849.44 
 
Disbursements: 

First Families—$1,058.53 
Library—$1,392.47 
Miscellaneous—$418.42 
Pastfinder—$1,471.16 
Postage—$82.55 
Sales Tax—$179.58 
Transfer to Publication CD—$3000.00 
Total Disbursements—$7,602.71 
 
Ending Balance—31 Dec 2008 

Checking Account—$6,245.11 
Certificate of Deposit—$3,000.00 
Publication CD—$3,000.00 
Trust Fund—$10,340.14 
Total—$22,585.25 
 
Sally E. Spreng, Treasurer 

county, passed away at 12 o’clock noon 
Monday at the home of his son, H. J. Ma-
son, at Nankin, after having been in feeble 
health for a long time. Mr. Mason’s father 
was one of the pioneers of Orange town-
ship, building the first grist mill on the site 
of the Leidigh mill, north of Ashland. This 
mill was commenced in the fall of 1815 
and was finished in the spring of 1816. 
Previous to that time the nearest mill for 
the settlers was Stibbs’ mill beyond Woos-
ter and the next nearest was on Owl Creek 
near Mt. Vernon. Mason’s mill had a ca-
pacity for grinding 60 bushels of wheat a 
day and enjoyed the patronage of the set-
tlers for many years. 
   Mr. Mason was born near were the 
Leidigh mill stands, Dec. 30, 1827, and no 
resident of Orange township was better 
known nor more highly respected than he. 
Of his first marriage a son and daughter 
were born, both of whom are dead. Of his 
second marriage three sons were born of 
whom H. J. Mason survives. Mrs. Mason 
died five years ago. Two brothers and two 
sisters are living: H. L. Mason, of Ashland; 
Jacob Mason, of Nebraska; Mrs. Catharine 
Johnson, of Cleveland avenue, and Mrs. 
Mary Wiley, who resides east of the city. 
   For more than sixty years Mr. Mason 
was a loyal, earnest and consistent member 
of the Orange Methodist church. Funeral 
services conducted by his former pastor, 
the Rev. E. L. Warner, of Mansfield, will 
be held at the H. J. Mason residence in 
Nankin this afternoon at two o’clock 
(eastern time). Interment will be made in 
the Nankin cemetery.” 

Vera Knowlton shares this article from 
the Ashland Times-Gazette, 31 Mar 
1924. Who would guess that Ashland is 
a conservative town? 
   “Nearly 800 Ask That Dancing in 
H.S. be Stopped. Action Taken at the 
M.E. Church Last Evening Following 
Talk by W. H. Cook. 
   Dancing in the high school of Ash-
land was scored last night when an au-
dience of nearly eight hundred people 
at the Methodist church voted to unani-
mously support Dr. Akers, as president 
of the Ministerial Association, in asking 
the local school board to place a ban on 
dancing in schools. 
   This action took place following the 
message of W. H. Cook, prison evan-
gelist who gave a stirring address on 
causes of young people starting on the 
downward path. He declares that practi-
cally all men behind prison bars today 
are there because of gambling and that 
68% of all women in the state institu-
tions are there because of dance halls. 
   Mr. Cook said he stood on the corner 
of Orange and Second street last night 
and saw young men and women in a 
drunken condition staggering from the 
dance hall into machines. He also al-
leged that he saw gambling, on the sly, 
in pool rooms of this city. 
   Dr. Akers received hearty applause 
when he made the statements in regard 
to eliminating dancing from the 
schools. He declared that dancing has 
been thrown out of the schools in 
Cleveland and Bucyrus and in other 
cities in the state and that it was time 
Ashland was taking similar action. 
   The school board will probably be 
asked to decide the question in the near 
future, from indications at the service 
last evening.” 

Fiscal Report 2008 

Martin Mason  
of Orange Township 

Ashland Press, Ashland, Wed., 19 Aug 
1914, page 1, column 5. Submitted by 
Sally Spreng. 
   “Aged Resident Whose Father Built 
First Grist Mill in County Passes 
Away—Death of Martin C. Mason Mon-
day. 
   At the advanced age of 86 years, 7 
months and 17 days, Martin C. Mason, 
whose entire life was spent in this 

Post Card Collectors? 

Country Living, our rural electric magazine 
in Ohio, had an Ohio Quiz by Damaine 
Vonada in the January 2007 issue. She 
pointed out that the term “deltiology” - a 
noun for the practice of collecting post 
cards, was coined by Ashland County bi-
ologist Rendell Rhoades and librarian 
Ethel Melshimer Miller. We contacted our 
Ashland Chapter OGS post card expert 
(Sally Spreng) and it turns out she just col-
lects them, is not an expert, and never 
heard of the term. Surely there must be a 
story here! If any reader knows the story of 
Rhoades and Miller and how they came up 
with the term for post card enthusiasts, 
please share that information with the 
Pastfinder editor for a future issue. 

Footloose in Ashland 



Members ONLY may deduct $1.00 from each title, except where noted. Shipping is $3.50 for one book and $1.50 for 

each additional book. Ohio residents should add local sales tax. Checks should be made payable to and sent to:       

Ashland County Chapter Ohio Genealogical Society, PO Box 681, Ashland OH 44805-0681 
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Ashland County Chapter OGS Publications Order Form 

 Title Quantity Price Amount 

1895 Ashland City/County Directory  $14.00  

Ashland County 1870 Census Index  $9.00  

Ashland County 1880 Census Index  $10.00  

Ashland County Church Records, Vol. 1  $19.00  

Ashland County Death Records, Vol. 1, 1867-1879  $15.00  

Ashland County Death Records, Vol. 2, Part 1, 1880-1894  $15.00  

Ashland County Death Records, Vol. 2, Part 2, 1895-1908  $15.00  

Ashland County Probate Court Marriage Records 1870-1886  $17.00  

Ashland County, Green Township, Research Aid (NO DISCOUNT)  $26.00  

Ashland County, Hanover Township, Research Aid (NO DISCOUNT)  $26.00  

Ashland County, Jackson Township, Research Aid   $23.00  

Ashland County, Lake Township, Research Aid   $15.00  

Ashland County, Mifflin & Milton Townships, Research Aid   $27.00  

Ashland County, Mohican Township, Research Aid (NO DISCOUNT)  $26.00  

Ashland County, Perry Township, Research Aid   $18.00  

Ashland County, Ruggles Township, Research Aid (NO DISCOUNT)  $26.00  

Ashland County, Vermillion Township, Research Aid   $25.00  

Ashland: The City of Progress and Prosperity 1815-1915  $18.00  

History of the Ashland Pioneer Historical Society  $19.00  

Loudonville Newspaper Death Index 1903-1986  $28.00  

Farm Journal Illustrated Directory of Ashland County 1915-1920  $21.00  

Ashland County, Clear Creek Township, Research Aid  $26.00  

Ashland County, 1847 Tax Book (COMPACT DISKETTE)  $11.00  

Ashland Cemetery Burial Records, Ashland, Ashland County, Ohio  $39.00  
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DATED MATERIAL 
Please Deliver Promptly 

03 Feb—Barb Hart, 7-9 p.m., Tuesday 
12 Feb—Brenda Spier, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
17 Feb—OPEN, 5-6 p.m., Tues (Meeting) 
21 Feb—Linda Rosenkoeffer, 10-Noon, Saturday 
26 Feb—David Brockway, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
 
03 Mar—Barb Hart, 7-9 p.m., Tuesday 
12 Mar—Brenda Spier, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
17 Mar—Rita Kopp, 5-6 p.m., Tues (Meeting) 
21 Mar—Connie DiOnne, 10-Noon, Saturday 
26 Mar—David Brockway, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
 
07 Apr—Barb Hart, 7-9 p.m., Tuesday 
09 Apr—Brenda Spier, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
18 Apr—Connie DiOnne, 10-Noon, Saturday 
21 Apr—Rita Kopp, 5-6 p.m., Tues (Meeting) 
23 Apr—Ruth Matus, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 

Library Volunteers 

Thanks to Gay and Kay Abrams for 
coordinating the newsletter mail crew. 
 
Work Day—27 Apr 2009, 10:00 AM. 

 

Looking for a First Families of Ash-
land County application? Just print it 
out from our web site. Click on the 
FFOAC link. 

Mailing Crew 

17 Feb 2009—Welcome to learners; 
informal session with no business 
meeting. 

17 Mar 2009—Wendy Guion, minister 
of the Hayesville United Methodist 
Church, on history of the church. 

21 Apr 2008 —Glenna Mecksworth, 
author from Allen County, Ohio, on 
writings of WWII. 

19 May 2009—Rita Kopp, Uniontown. 

The ACCOGS Meetings are held in the 
Lower Level of the Ashland Public 
Library at 224 Claremont Ave., Ash-
land, Ohio, on the third Tuesday of the 
month, except November and Decem-
ber. All programs start at 6:30 p.m. and 
are over in at least an hour with the 
business meeting following, which is 
over by 8:30 p.m. 

Please join us at Friendly’s after each 

meeting for conversation and a little 

ice cream. This is when we get the 

chance to visit with each other on a 

monthly basis. 

Meetings 

First Families 

Membership 

Ashland Chapter OGS Membership 
$15.00—Single                         

$20.00—Family (one address)        
Life—$150.00 (S) or $225.00 (F)                             


