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     At George Cake’s tavern in Jeromesville 79 
years ago today – April 10, 1846 – the associate 
judges of the newly created Ashland county met 
and canvassed the vote which had been cast in the 
county four days before in the selection of the 
county seat. The judges found that 2682 votes had 
been cast for Ashland and 2002 for Hayesville. 
     Ashland was at that time a village of about 
1300 population but the public spiritedness of its 
citizens is evidenced by the fact that they provided 
grounds for the court house and $5,000 for the 
erection of buildings. 
     In the old stone church, which for the first 
seven years after Ashland became the county seat 
was used for a court house, the first session of 
court in Ashland was held by Judge Jacob Parker 
of Mansfield, and Associate Judges Ingmand, 
Reznor and Stewart. Among the members of the 
bar on that occasion were two who rose to national 

prominence, Samuel J. Kirkwood, afterward gover-
nor of Iowa, U.S. senator from that state and secre-
tary of the interior in President Garfield’s cabinet; 
and John Sherman senator from Ohio for many 
years, also secretary of the treasury and secretary of 
state. 
     (Ashland Times-Gazette, 10 Apr 1925, p. 2, cour-
tesy Barb Hart). 

Perrysville Photo Postcards are Courtesy of Sally Spreng 

WHEN ASHLAND BECAME  
THE COUNTY SEAT 

JOSEPH ABBE 90 YEARS OLD 

     Daily Walk and Picture Show Feature His Birth-
day. 
     Joseph Abbe is 90 years old today. But 90 years 
of living have in no way impaired the activity and 
enthusiasm of Abbe and when a reporter called at his 
home at 537 West Liberty street today to ask how if 
felt to be 90 years old, the birthday celebrant an-
swered the question by not being at home, having 
walked down town to attend the movies and visit 
with his friends. 
     “Birthday dinner today? Dear me, no,” said 
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Abbe’s son Edward who answered the door 
at the reporter’s knock. “Father wouldn’t hear 
of any kind of celebration. He was too anx-
ious to get out in the air for his daily walk 
and to attend a movie as is his daily custom.” 
     Abbe was born in Hartford county, Conn., 
in 1836 but since 1868 he has lived in this 
city in the quaint old-fashioned but well con-
structed homestead on West Liberty street. 
His wife died five years ago and since that 
time his son, Edward, has stayed with him. 
Another son, William J. is dead. 
     Starts Band – Ashlanders remember Abbe 
as having founded the first brass band in the 
city. He was a musician of note and organ-
ized bands in other towns in the vicinity. A 
capable cornetist, he took part in the band 
playing himself. He is also a violinist and 
organized an orchestra in this city which 
played at many occasions. His violin is still 
his constant companion while he is at home 
during the day and he plays sometimes for 
three and four hours at a time, just for his 
own amusement. He played his cornet at the 
Trinity Lutheran church for many years. 
     The older smokers of the city sigh when 
they hark back to the days when Abbe con-
ducted a cigar manufacturing establishment 
at the location on which the First National 
Bank now stands. The fragrance of those 
famous “Abbe Joe” cigars still linger in the 
memories of the smokers and again and again 
he has been urged to manufacture them. 
     For a time Abbe was baggage master at 
the Erie depot, but his cigar business was his 
real work while his musical activities were 
also almost a profession. He has retired long 
since and spends his time in amusing himself 
any way he desires. With his violin, his many 
friends and his splendid health he finds much 
with which to entertain himself. 
     Good Health – Straight as an arrow is the 
aged man, while his keen eyes and his inter-
esting personality bespeak the clearness of 
his mentality which has in no way suered by 
his age. His health is perfect, with sickness 
never keeping him from his daily routine of 
life. 
     Abbe has watched Ashland grow up dur-
ing his 58 years of living here. There were 
only about 900 people in the city at the time 
he moved here from the East. He has watched 
children grown from infancy to old age, 
buildings torn down and replaced by modern 
structures, streets paved, factories rise, 
schools develop and many other features of 
Ashland’s evolution. 
     And on cold icy afternoons when residents 
fear to tread on the slippery walks and report-
ers seek his home via automobile because of 
the distance of walking, he has hiked down 
town to the movies and to visit his friends! 
     (Ashland Times-Gazette, 20 Dec 1926, 
courtesy Vera Knowlton). 

America in a graded country school. This last 
year I considered it my duty to stay at home 
and help the folks here who are growing old.” 
   Martha B. Liestensnider – “I am attending 
Ohio Business College and will complete my 
course in about four weeks and have a good 
position waiting for me.” 
   Anna Smead – “I have been in O.S.U. ever 
since we stepped forth from our old school. I 
expect if nothing happens to graduate next 
year.” 
   Earl Biddinger – “After graduating I 
worked for Sprott Bros. on their saw mill and 
threshing machine until October, when I 
began to teach. I taught until June. During the 
summer I again worked on a farm and in the 
fall entered the Cleveland Homeopathic 
Medical School, where I have been a student 
for two years. Last summer was spent at Erie, 
Pa., in the Anchor Line Freight Company’s 
employ. This summer I am employed as a 
conductor on the Cleveland Electric Rail-
way.” 
   John L. Batdorff – “Immediately after 
graduation, Mr. Batdorff retired to the farm 
and endeavored to apply his philosophical 
training to hoeing corn and milking cows. 
Strange as it may seem, philosophy and farm-
ing did not prove a successful combination. 
So, early in the fall of 1900, Mr. Batdorff 
resigned his position on the farm and ac-
cepted a position where he could impart his 
philosophical training to the little angels of 
Paradise Hill…. He took the position and for 
nearly one year traveled over Northern Ohio 

appointing agents for the Union Book and 
Bible House of Philadelphia. Mr. Batdorff is 
now a student in the Elyria Business College 
of Elyria, Ohio.” 
   E. A. Lehman – “spent one year on the 
farm and then entered Wooster University 
where he continued at least two years. When 
last seem he was on his wheel en route to 
Oberlin.” 
   Alice M. Shriver – “remained as instructor 
in the Art Department for some time. In 1902 
she began teaching public school and the 
latest intelligence reports her as having been 
seen in a South Clear Creek school house.” 
   Mary Shaw – “rested one year and then 
took up the active duties of a school mistress. 
It is thought she stood at her post of duty to 
the last, near the Five Points.” 
   Nettie V. Pifer – “soon assumed charge of 
Mr. Clifton Bailey’s kitchen where she soon 
demonstrated her superior qualifications as a 
cook.” 
   M. E. Roasberry – “since leaving Savannah 
has been attending the Cleveland Homeo-
pathic Medical College from which he was to 
graduate next year.” 
   C. S. Huffman – “has been imparting his 
knowledge to the young in the various 
schools of the township. In the summer he 
rests in the hay field.” 
 
Class of 1902: 
   Miss Tucker – “I have spent most of my 
time at home…. I expect to attend Hiram 
College next year.” 

SAVANNAH ACADEMY 
TEXTBOOK  

FOR 1903-1904 

Hand-Book of Savannah Acad-
emy, Savannah, Ohio, 1903-
1904, Forty-Eighth Year. 
   Trustees of the Academy: T. 
W. Hanna, President; Rev. W. L. 
Garges, Vice President; B. F. 
Dickason, Secretary; John Bai-
ley, Treasurer; John F. Stem, 
Geo. K. Cellar, Harvey Benton, 
Robert Hart, James W. Shaw, 
Isaac Buchanan, Andrew Paxton, 
James Patterson, P. S. Leis-
tensnider, Rev. H. F. Kerr, Rev. 
B. Hushour. 
   Faculty: W. J. Machwart, Prin-
cipal; Mrs. S. Lulu Machwart, 
Assistant; Rev. H. F. Kerr, In-
structor; Belle Hushour, Instruc-
tor.  
    News From Former Classes, 
Class of 1900:  
   Arthur Pugh – “My first two 
years after leaving school I 
taught – or tried to – the youth of 
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   Miss Gibson – “I have spent the year at 
home… I expect to teach next year.” 
   Miss Paxton – “I have spent the year in home 
work, in reading and as teacher.” 
   David Whitmarsh – “I have spent the year at 
Washington and Jefferson College. I do not 
find the work any harder than in the Acad-
emy.” 
   Miss Hushour – “I have spent the greater part 
of the year in Ohio Wesleyan University.” 
   Miss Heifner – “I have spent the year at 
home.” 
   Mr. Roasberry – “Non est.” 
   Miss Patterson – “I have spent most of the 
year in Wooster University.” 
 
Rev. Alexander Scott, Founder of Savannah 
Academy: 
   Alexander Scott, founder of the Savannah 
Academy, was born in Jefferson County, Ohio. 
His ancestry were Scotch Irish Presbyterians. 
After pursuing a preparatory course of study in 
the Martinsburg Academy he entered Jefferson 
College and graduated in 1846. He studied 
theology in Union Seminary, Virginia, at the 
same time teaching in Hampden Sidney col-
lege. He was licensed to preach in April 1849 
and soon afterward returned to Ohio and be-
came principal of the Martinsburg Academy 
and stated supply of two neighboring churches. 
   In the Spring of 1854 he was called to the 
pastorate of the church in Savannah and the 
following year became also the stated supply 
of the church of Orange. 
   On the 3d day of April 1870, just before 
leaving for the West, Mr. Scott preached a 
historical sermon from which we make the 
following extract touching the founding of the 
Academy. “Not long after my settlement 
among you as pastor, it occurred to me that the 
interests of both the church and the community 
would be greatly promoted by the establish-
ment of an Academy among us. There were a 
large number of young people within the 
bounds of the congregation that seemed desir-
ous of securing a better education than could 
be obtained in the common schools. Some of 
these were going to neighboring institutions. 
Others desired to go but could not afford the 
expense. With a view of meeting this want, on 
the 17th day of September 1856, I opened a 
classical school in a hall over Samuel Gaults’ 
store-room, under the name of the “Savannah 
Male and Female Academy.” Sixteen students 
were enrolled the first day. This number in-
creased to about twenty-five before the close of 
the term and to about a hundred before the end 
of the year. The second year, having secured 
more commodious accommodation the school 
was still more prosperous. But the labor of 
teaching from four to six hours a day, together 
with the ministerial work of a large pastorial 
charge was too much for one man. And so I 
found it. 

   Accordingly, at the close of the annual 
Thanksgiving service in November 1858, I 
announced to the people that I should have 
to give up teaching, and that if they wished 
the school to be continued they must take 
measures to that effect. 
   This announcement meeting with a fa-
vorable response, a public meeting was 
called, a Board of Trustees was elected and 
measures were taken to raise money to 
erect an Academical building. I continued 
to teach, however, until the spring of 1859. 
During the following summer the Acad-
emy was erected and from that time to the 
present, under the control of an efficient 
Board of Trustees and the tuition of capa-
ble teachers the Academy has been a 
means of Christian culture and a great 
blessing to this community. My anticipa-
tion concerning the school has been more 
than realized. It has prospered beyond 
expectation. And now, brethren as I leave 
you, I beg of you to cherish it as one of 
your dearest interests. There is no part of 
my work among you that I look back upon 
with more satisfaction than the humble 
part I have had in helping you to establish 
this institution. May God bless and proper 
it.” 
   In the Spring of 1870 Mr. Scott removed 
to Iowa, where he preached for twenty 
years in several prominent churches, 
founding one Academy and actively coop-
erating with others in founding and endow-
ing Parsons college of which he was a 
Trustee for twelve years and from which in 
1900 he received the honorary degree of 
“Doctor of Divinity.” For reasons of health 
to his family he then went to Colorado and 
labored four years. Returning to Ohio in 
1894 he accepted a call to Congress, 
Wayne Co., where he is now pastor. And 
not withstanding he has been in the harness 
and at work for more than half a century, 
he still preaches with his old time vigor 
and usefulness.” 

Queries are free of charge for members. 

Please help by answering queries. 

Rev. Alexander Scott 

    According to a statement sent to the county 
auditor by the officials of the Toledo Insane 
Asylum, Ashland county has 31 inmates as 
follows: James Reinhart, Dayton Covert, John 
Stiner, Elias Ferris, Charles Devor, George 
Manns, John P. Allison, Thomas Culbertson, 
Henrietta Westover, Caroline Stinemen, Emory 
Stout, Cassius Greenwald, Moses Keister, 
Christian Biddinger, P. Alfred Johnson, J. Kel-
sey Albertson, Elizabeth Kissel, Rebecca Crow, 
Sophronia Roseberry, Margaret Stauffer, 
Matilda A. Scott, Fanny Frizzel, Anna Fox, 
Catharine Austin, Rebecca Haney, Susanna 
Hawks, Mary Brown, Laura Leggett, Henry 
Morris, David Premier. 
   Loudonville Democrat, 20 Dec 1900, p. 8. 

ASHLAND CO INMATES 1900 

CORRECTION:  
 
David C. Deever, 696 N Cherry St, Kenton OH 43326; phone: 
419-517-6747; email –ddeever@columbus.rr.com—submitted a 
query published in the last issue on Phillip Hoover and Cathrine 
Brenneman and their son, Samuel Hoover, born 24 Mar 1835 
near Canton, Stark Co OH; died 23 Nov 1895 Ashland. We had 
this assigned to the wrong person and apologize for the error. Mr. 
Deever is also working on the following surnames: Deever, 
Croninger, Johnson, Strickling, Hoover, Zehner, Brenneman, 
Markley, and Groft. 
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All articles provided by Vera Knowlton. 
 
   YANDERS - Today Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Yanders of Rowsburg are celebrating their 57th 
wedding anniversary. They were married in 
Wooster at the home of Rev. Samuel Miller in 
1874. Following their marriage, they went to 
housekeeping in Rowsburg where they have 
spent all of their married life. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Yanders are in their 81st year. They have 
four children, Mrs. Albert Heiffner and Miss 
Mary Yanders of King road, Mrs. Jennie 
Hickey of Mansfield and Walter Yanders of 
Jefferson, five grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren. (Ashland Times-Gazette, 12 
Feb 1931). 
 
   POFF - John C. Poff, 73, widely known as a 
fortune teller and nature healer, died in Mans-
field General Hospital yesterday. Poff, who 
resided in Mansfield since his marriage last 
December, was a former resident of Milton 
township owning and occupying a little home 
just west of the Ashland city limit. Poff’s 
white cottage was the mecca for hundreds of 
ailing persons over a considerable number of 
years. Most of his “patients” came from the 
northern section of Ohio, principally Lorain 
and Cleveland. Poff regularly kept a register 
on which his visitors signed their names. Al-
though he made no charge for his services, 
Poff was the recipient of gifts from the af-
flicted who believed he could cure their ail-
ments. These donations through the years 
amounted to several thousand dollars and a 
few years ago enabled him to build a new 
home to replace the rather dilapidated home in 
which he lived. On Dec. 8, 1930, Poff married 
Mrs. Ruth Elliott Dove and moved to Mans-
field. Court action to safeguard Poff’s funds 
was instituted at that time and his wife was 
made his guardian, holding his money in trust 
for him. One of the provisions of the agree-
ment was that he invest $7,000 in a life insur-
ance annuity policy to provide him with a 
fixed income. His wife was made beneficiary 
of the policy. In addition to his widow, Poff is 
survived by one brother, Alonzo Poff, of near 
Ashland, and two sisters, Mrs. Ella Martin of 
Arch street, and Mrs. John Clingon of Ep-
worth. Funeral services will be held Thursday 
at 3 p.m., at the Heyl funeral home on Broad 
street. Interment will be made in the Ashland 
cemetery. (Ashland Times-Gazette. 27 May 
1931). 
 
   MOHN - Ashland today paid final tribute to 
a man who, for the past 36 years, has been 
actively engaged in fighting man’s worst en-
emy - disease. Dr. D. L. Mohn, while being 
extremely busy as a general practitioner in 

Ashland and vicinity, found time for giving 
assistance to numerous worthy causes and 
activities. His sudden passing from our midst 
on Saturday was a severe blow to the city and 
to the medical fraternity. He will be missed 
by his church in which he was a faithful 
worker; he will be missed by his lodges and 
clubs. In Rotary activities, Dr. Mohn during 
recent years had played an important part. 
Considerable of his time in this work was 
given to carrying on the worthwhile program 
of aiding crippled children. He served a year 
as president of the Rotary club. His associ-
ates in the Ashland County Medical Society 
indicated their honor and respect of Dr. 
Mohn when they elected him president of the 
organization. As a soldier, Dr. Mohn com-
manded the respect of all who had associa-
tions with him. Stern, perhaps, but he was 
always fair and it was his associations with 
the young men of the Ohio National Guard 
and his work with the Boy Scouts that kept 
him young in spirit. He had enjoyed good 
health and refused to grow old. It is with 
deep regret that the community has heard of 
his injuries in an automobile accident that led 
to Dr. Mohn’s untimely death on Saturday. 
The entire community mourns its loss in the 
death of a good Ashland citizen. (Ashland 

Times-Gazette, 8 Jun 1931). 
 
   VANOSDALL - Clark Vanosdall, aged 87, 
prominent Ashland resident, died suddenly 
Monday at 9:30 p.m. after an illness of sev-
eral months. Mr. Vanosdall was born in 
Huron county near Castalia and came to Ash-
land county in 1845 where he had lived al-
most all his life. He carried mail from Ash-
land to Wooster and return when he was a 
young man and brought to this city the first 
news of the assassination of President Lin-

coln. For a period of 40 years he served effi-
ciently as superintendent of the Ashland 
cemetery, retiring seven years ago when his 
wife died. Mr. Vanosdall was a member of 
the Dunkard church, better known as the 
Dickey church in which community he lived 
for a number of years. He is survived by 
eight sons, all of whom live in this city. All 
the sons were at the bedside when their father 
died. The sons are Harry B., William L., 
Carson V., Arthur L. Ray W., Henry N., 
Charles S., and Cloyd J. Ten grandchildren 
also survive. Funeral services will be held on 
Wednesday at 2 p.m. from the residence 400 
Sharp street, where Mr. Vanosdall made his 
home with his son, Charles. Rev. O. L. Hull, 
pastor of the Church of Christ, will be as-
sisted by Rev. J. Perry Prather in conducting 
the services. (Ashland Times-Gazette, 28 Jul 
1931). 
 
   HARVEY - Thomas Culbertson Harvey, 
89, former Ashland county treasurer, died at 
12:30 a.m. today at his home on Cottage 
street. He was the son of John and Ruth Cul-
bertson Harvey and was born in Hayesville 
October 16, 1842. He was the last surviving 
member of a family of seven children. When 
he was a few months old his parents moved 
to a farm on Honey Creek south of Hayes-
ville and in 1852 to the farm owned by Mrs. 
J. W. Harvey on the Hayesville-Loudonville 
road. When a boy he attended the Sugar 
Grove and Synagogue schools, later Vermil-
lion Institute and a business college in Cleve-
land graduating from the latter in 1865. In 
1866 he accepted a clerkship and bookkeep-
ing position in the general store of J. Kin-
inger and Co. in Hayesville and a year or two 
later, he and Joseph Swartz bought the store 
and under the firm name of Harvey and 

GENEALOGY FROM THE 1931  
ASHLAND NEWSPAPERS 
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Swartz, they continued the mercantile busi-
ness until 1866 when they sold out to J. B. 
Fox and Bro. In the year 1887 he was elected 
to the office of county treasurer where he 
remained for two terms or four years after 
which he spent many years as traveling sales-
man for the Improved Manufacturing Co., 
retiring in 1920. In politics Mr. Harvey was 
affiliated with the Republican party, casting 
his first vote for Lincoln at his second elec-
tion. He was interested in the temperance 
cause and in everything for the civic better-
ment of the community in which he lived. He 
married Miss Jennie Armstrong, the eldest 
daughter of Dr. Harrison Armstrong of 
Hayesville in 1870, with home he lived hap-
pily until July 12, 1924 when she died. Dur-
ing the great revival in 1876 Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey united with the Presbyterian church 
in Hayesville and when they moved to Ash-
land 43 years ago they transferred their mem-
bership to the First Presbyterian church of 
this city, both of them taking an active inter-
est in the various interests of their church. 
Mr. Harvey had been in failing health for two 
years and seemingly ill for several weeks. 
The nearest surviving relatives are three sis-
ters-in-law, Mrs. J. W. Harvey of Loudon-
ville, Mrs. Emma White and Mrs. Mary B. 
Yocum of Wooster and a number of nephews 
and nieces. He will be laid to rest by the side 
of his wife and infant daughter in the Hayes-
ville-Vermillion cemetery. Funeral services 
will be held at his home 433 Cottage street at 
2:30 p.m. Sunday with Rev. H.E. Andrews 
officiating. (Ashland Times-Gazette, 12 June 
1931). 
 
   SMILIE - Robert Smilie, one of the few 
survivors of the famous Garfield Regiment 
(42nd) of the Ohio Volunteer Infantry, is 94 
years old today. Mr. Smilie enjoys fairly 
good health. This evening he will be honored 
at a family dinner at his home, 32 West Third 
street. Mr. Smilie retired from business sev-
eral years ago after being active in retail busi-
ness here for over 60 years. He enjoyed talk-
ing over old times this afternoon with Lean-
der S. Berry who is also in his 94th year, al-
though three months younger than Mr. Smi-
lie. (Ashland Times-Gazette, 10 Aug 1931). 
 
   FULK - From 40 yards away four redskins 
fired point bank at him. Bullets whistled by 
his face and directly back of him a trooper 
was shot down, but he escaped unscathed. 
Part of a dime novel? Not at all. This was just 
one of a series of thrilling experiences of 
Henry Fulk, who 57 years ago enlisted in the 
United States cavalry to fight against the 
Indians, and who now can look back on a life 
of adventure that young men of today can 
find only within the covers of a book, and a 
rather lurid book at that. Fulk, who rode on a 
scouting expedition with Buffalo Bill, will be 

78 years of age on Nov. 9. He lives alone on 
his farm of 160 acres seven miles west of 
Ashland in Weller township, Richland 
county. The farm has been rented to one of 
his sons, for Fulk has retired. “I did my work 
when I came back from the army,” he ex-
plains. The rugged old cavalryman, who rode 
thousands of miles on horseback while in the 
Fifth cavalry, is a horseman still. When he 
travels, its on horseback, astride his dapper 
saddle horse, whom he calls “Nick”. A year 
ago, he was thrown from a horse, but un-
daunted, he kept on riding. Last spring, a 
horse fell twice with him and so he got a 
younger, surer-footed horse. “Nick” is his 
only means of transportation - except walk-
ing, and you can’t expect an old cavalryman 
to walk - other than when he goes somewhere 
with one of “the boys” and then he rides in 
their automobiles. Fulk was in Wyoming 
when General George A Custer was massa-
cred in June, 1876. News traveled slowly, for 
the message telling of the massacre had to be 
carried on horseback for 800 miles. Once 
receiving word of the massacre, the troops of 
which Fulk was a part set out in search of the 
Indians. That summer, Fulk rode 1,800 miles 
on horseback, much of the time existing on 
horse, mule and pony meat. Fulk’s company 
ran into one of the Indian bands that had 
fought Custer. They killed several of the 
band, burned the camp and obtained a num-
ber of ponies. The cavalry lost several troop-
ers in the engagement. The Indian band, 
which carried a guidon taken from Custer’s 
fallen troop, was trailed to the Yellowstone, 
where they split into small parties and scat-
tered, reaching British territory and safety. 
Another time, the company of which Fulk 
was a member, numbering 150, was penned 
in the Colorado valley by the Utes. They 
remained besieged for six days and six 

nights. Thirteen of the cavalrymen were 
killed and 43 wounded the first day of the 
engagement. It was here that four Indians 
fired at Fulk from 40 yards away, not a bullet 
hitting him, although he declares he heard 
them whistling by his face. Back of him a 
man was shot. Another time in this same 
engagement, a man standing alongside Fulk 
was shot in the heart. Three couriers man-
aged to get through the Indians’ lines the first 
night of the siege. They rode 150 miles to a 
railroad and telegraphed to department head-
quarters at Omaha, Neb. A wire was dis-
patched to Fort Russell at Cheyenne and 
troops started to the rescue. They rode 180 
miles on the railroad and marched 150 miles 
to relieve their comrades. This engagement, 
bringing Fulk his closest calls, was in Sep-
tember, 1879, just three months before his 
discharge. “It took a man to survive in those 
days and it took good horses,” Fulk said. 
“We lost 600 horses on one trip and lost 300 
in one day. Mine took me through because I 
took care of him. I rode one horse for four 
years and must have ridden him 4,000 miles. 
An Indian shot him when we were penned 
up. He was shot once while I was leading 
him. The Indian was on a bluff, shooting 
down at me. I shot at him and he ran.” For 
the six days the troopers were penned in the 
Colorado valley, there was no warm food for 
them. They ate hard tack and raw bacon, 
because they were not permitted to build 
fires. Camp was pitched 75 yards from water 
and details obtained a supply nightly. The 
uncivilized Indians, it appeared, were not 
sufficiently civilized to have figured out the 
smart plan, used in later warfare, of poison-
ing the water supply. Four hundred head of 
horses were lost during the six days and 
nights, Fulk said. Some strayed, some were 
shot and others were driven away. Major 
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12:30 P.M to 4:30 P.M. Sat., Oct. 16, 2010 at 
the Ashland Co. Public Library (located in Ash-
land, Ohio) in the downstairs meeting room. 
Registration cost: $3.00— please send  e-mail 
to:  
acogsworkshop@hotmail.com. Payment must 
be received no later than Oct. 6, 2010. Space is 
limited so please send your reservation in  
as soon as possible to ensure you are able to 
a t t e n d .  I n  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
e-mail please include the following information: 
Name, phone number (in case something hap-
pens that we need to contact you), email address 
number of individuals attending. Please make 
the check out to: Ashland County O.G.S. and 
mail to Ashland Co OGS, PO Box 681 
Ashland OH 44805. 

Thornburg, commanding officer, was 
killed in the engagement. “It was a great 
life,” Fulk declared with gusto. “On one 
expedition it rained 22 days in succes-
sion and we never had a dry blanket. We 
were not allowed to carry any canvas 
with us and we made our beds by rolling 
into a blanket on the ground. It took a 
man with a strong constitution.” After 
his enlistment in Cincinnati on Dec. 27, 
1874, when he was 21 years of age, he 
attained the rank of corporal, but he 
didn’t hold it long. “I didn’t want it,” he 
declares and you believe him. “When 
you get stripes on, you have to set an 
example and I didn’t want that.” Dis-
charged from the army in 1879, Fulk 
returned to his home section and set 
about the serious business of getting 
along in civilian life. On an 80-acre 
farm adjoining his present farm, Fulk 
raised his family of seven boys and four 
girls. The farm house had six rooms. 
“Weren’t you crowded, with all that 
family in a six-room house?” he was 
asked. “At night, it was filled up,” he 
said, “but at daylight, everybody was 
out working. I had to work and when my 
boys got big enough, I made them 
work.” His rest, it is obvious, was well 
earned. “I didn’t have a dollar when I set 
out to buy my farm,” he declared. 
“When my wife died 14 years ago, I 
owned 240 acres and was out of debt. It 
was hard work and for a while I didn’t 
make enough to pay the taxes.” The 
government is compensating him now 
for those five years he put in at $13 a 
month. The pension he receives helps 
keep him nicely. No one would mistake 
Henry Fulk for a retired missionary. He 
is as picturesque as his past, as colorful 
as his favorite expletive: “By Judas 
Pike!” Five of his 11 children live 
within two miles of him. All but two 
live in this section of Ohio. Two of his 
sons were veterans of the World war. 
Carl, who lives on the Olivesburg road, 
west of Ashland, saw service in France. 
Lee, a dentist in Byesville, was in the 
army, although he did not get to France. 
Other children are Guy, the eldest, who 
lives at Paradise Hill, directly west of 
here; Sidney, who resides on a farm 
south of his father’s; Jay, who lives 
north of Ashland; Mrs. Seth Gongwer, 
who resides west of Ashland; Mrs. Mary 
Wharton, a resident of Washington; 
Mrs. Eva Young, who lives in Welling-
ton; Mrs. Eunice Shopbell, who lives 
east of Ashland; and Cliff and Scott, 
whose farms adjoin that of their father. 
The old Indian fighter is “Grand-dad” to 
51 children. (Ashland Times-Gazette, 1 
Aug 1931). 

I would like to add to the cemetery project that 
the graves from the Carter Cemetery which was 
on the original Carter homestead (the south 
portion of the farm) was moved in 1959 to the 
Ashland Cemetery and is located down behind 
the Thornburg plots at the very edge of the 
cemetery. These graves were never recorded in 
the cemetery office according to the Superinten-
dent but he could give me no answer as to why. 
Daniel Carter, his second wife Ruth Warner, 
and several of his children are reburied here. I 
hope to come home this summer and could 
possibly help your group get these documented. 
I think I have all of the names in my files. 
Submitted by Julia Thornburg Pietruszewski 
[juliapvero@aol.com]. 

Note: Your editor recalls Bicycle Johnson sit-
ting in downtown New London telling tall tales 
and playing the spoons. He lived in a shack 
along the Big Four Railroad opposite Hiles 
Tower in New London for many years but had 
removed to a small home built in the woods 
along Seven Hill Road in Ruggles Township, 
Ashland County. His Silver King bicycle is in 
the collection of the New London Area Histori-
cal Society museum. Several residents have 
tapes of Bicycle telling his stories and playing 
his instruments. Community members pur-
chased a tombstone which marks his grave.  

BEGINNER’S  
GENEALOGY WORKSHOP 

CARTER CEMETERY 

BICYCLE JOHNSON 

Claudius (Bicycle Johnson) Thompson, 91, died 
Wednesday at the Ashland County Home fol-
lowing a long illness. He was a well-known 
former New London area resident. He was born 
in Newark and was the son of Blackhawk In-
dian and Negro parents. He claimed one of his 
grandmothers was a sister to the famous Sioux 
Indian chief, Sitting Bull. He often competed in 
bicycle races throughout the Midwest as a 
young man and rode his bicycle to town daily 
until amputation of a leg about five years ago 
forced him to enter the County Home. He was a 
former employee of the Reynolds Lumber Co. 
in New London for 21 years. There are no 
known survivors. Graveside service will be held 
at Grove Street Cemetery, New London, Friday 
morning. Eastman Funeral Home, New London, 
is in charge of arrangements. (Ashland Times-

Gazette, 10 Aug 1972).  

CONCLUSION OF TROY  
TOWNSHIP HISTORY 

Compiled by Mrs. Ross Simon and S. W. 
Brandt (1931) and submitted to the Pastfinder 
by Anne Dallas Budd. 
 
   The B & O. R. R. built in 1891 has been a 
great benefit to the township. Nova station be-
came noted as a shipping point for timothy hay. 
The Nova Banking Company was organized in 
1907. Troy township has furnished to fill the 
county offices a probate judge, Gordon 
McAdoo; two county commissioners, Jack 
Cresson and J. W. Davidson and Guy B. 
Murray, county treasurer-elect. Charles Vanor-
man of Troy township was at one time superin-
tendent of the county infirmary. 
   “We are justly proud of our township and feel 
that in the march of progress it has been among 
the front ranks” said Mrs. Simon. “Many were 
the hardships endured by the pioneer fathers 
and mothers that we might enjoy this wonderful 
land of ours. May we, also, try to push onward 
and upward toward a brighter goal.” 
   Judge Chapman remarked that J. W. Davidson 
served efficiently as a member of the court 
house building commission which not only built 
within the estimate but turned back a substantial 
amount into the county treasury. 
   Miss Bernice Berkheiser gave a Sinologue, 
“Sunset Bridge” after which S. W. Brandt was 
introduced and gave a talk that was greatly 
enjoyed. He mentioned that he was one of the 
first students at Ashland College. He taught 28 
terms of school with from 35 to 50 pupils en-
rolled and he feels that he did good work. He 
mentioned some of his former pupils. He used 
to receive $1 a day and when he received $2.25 
per day, some thought that was quite a big price 
to pay a teacher. For 27 ½ years he has been 
night watchman at the F.E. Myers & Bro. Com-
pany’s plant. He is interested in meteorology. 
   After giving some observations on life’s fun-
damentals and some incidents of school-
teaching days, Mr. Brandt recited Strickland 
Gillian’s “Me an’ Pap an’ Mother”. Richard 
Kopp sang “White Dove”; Wayne Lance played 
another selection and Ried Thompson rendered 
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a trombone solo, this closing the very inter-
esting program. Judge Chapman expressed 
appreciation of the service rendered by all 
who participated in the program. The next 
meeting of the society will be on the after-
noon of Saturday May 9. 

sage of the baggage wagons. From thence 
they cut a trail to the Jeromesville block-
house, in the vicinity of which they re-
mained for a day or two, and then pro-
ceeded northwest, toward Sandusky, over 
the old Wyandot trail. However Gen. 
Beall’s army was soon disbanded and the 
men returned to their homes, for, as history 
tells us, Gen. Beall did not see fit to fully 
obey his superior officers.  
   A short time after Gen. Beall’s army left 
the Jeromesville blockhouse, a brigade 
under Gen. Crook, arrived at the block-
house. After halting for a time, they re-
turned to the southwest, then to Upper 
Sandusky, and later to Ft. Meigs. 
   Next came Col. Anderson’s army from 
Allegheny City, with their covered wag-
ons, cannons and army stores. They, too, 
encamped on the bank of the Jerome Fork, 
around the blockhouse and the one lone 
cabin, located northwest of the present site 
of the Jeromesville Mill, on a knoll; and at 
that place the settlers began, at once, to 
concentrate. 
   Several of the families that took refuge 
in the Jeromesville blockhouse, or at other 
forts near - and whose names are familiar 
to us, were Eckley’s, Finley’s, Bryan’s, 
Noggle’s, Slater’s, Metcalf’s, Glenn’s, 
Tyler’s, Winbigler’s and Eagles.  
   The blockhouse, two stories high, was 
constructed of hewn logs closely fitted or 
joined together. The dimensions were 
about 20 x 30 feet. The corners were care-
fully notched and fitted, making the build-
ing quite strong. The door was of thick 
planks, and bolted on the inside. The sec-
ond story projected about three feet over 
the lower one. This was perforated by port-
holes opening downward so that in case 
the enemy came under the projection, he 
could be shot from above. 
   The blockhouses were always placed 
near a wonderful sparkling spring, and this 
one at Jeromesville had a well within it. 
   The spring of 1814 found the inmates of 
the blockhouse preparing to return to their 
cabins to put out crops. The woodman’s 
axe was again heard in the forest, new 
cabins began to spring up, and ere long 
there was a reconciliation among the Indi-
ans of Ohio, and all danger of subsequent 
difficulties was averted. 
 
   Reporter - Francis Strine 
 
   (Submitted by Vera Knowlton from the 
Ashland Times-Gazette, 24 Oct 1931). 

Inasmuch as the Junior class was granted the 
honor of being the first class to wear the 
Blockhouse Signet Rings, they deemed it 
wise to present a brief history of the Jeromes-
ville Blockhouse at chapel, Wednesday 
morning, at which time the class and their 
sponsor furnished the program for this happy 
occasion. The history follows: Following 
Gen. Hull’s surrender at Detroit in the War of 
1812, the Indians most cruelly assassinated 
Martin Ruffner and a Zimmer family near 
Mifflin. The painful news soon reached the 
settlers along the Mohican creek. They mo-
mentarily expected to hear the yells of the 
furious Indian hordes of the northwest led on 
by the relentless Tecumseh. At once, the 
pioneers fled to blockhouses and other safe 
retreats. Packhorses, wagons and carts were 
ready to convey the fugitives, as well as nec-
essary bedding and wearing apparel; some to 
Clinton, near where Mt. Vernon now stands, 
while others fled to the blockhouse on the 
Clearfork. 
   The settlers along the Jeromefork, too, 
became greatly alarmed over the murder of 
Ruffner and the Zimmers. Thos. Eagle has-
tened to Wooster (then a mere village) for 
help. Capt. Stidger commanded a company 
which was stationed at the Wooster block-
house, and which company constituted a part 
of Gen. Beall’s army. A company of about 
sixty men hastened to the relief of the Jerome 
settlement. These men erected a blockhouse 
placed near some sparkling spring, and the 
one at Jeromesville had a well within it. 
   Twenty-five to thirty families could be 
accommodated at one blockhouse, the 
women and children occupying the ground 
floor. 
   Gen. Beall, whom we previously men-
tioned organized a brigade in Canton in Sept. 
1812, for the purpose of protecting the border 
settlers of Wayne and Richland counties 
(parts of which later became Ashland county) 
as well as to aid Gen. Harrison in repelling 
the British. Early in October Gen. Beall with 
two regiments began to advance. The route 
from Canton to Wooster - being through a 
forest was very rough. At the Wooster block-
house, they were joined by some new compa-
nies. Proceeding on to the west bank of the 
Kilbuck, where they encamped for the night, 
having cut a path wide enough for the pas-

JEROMESVILLE  
BLOCKHOUSE 

PORTIA MANSFIELD  

ASHLAND TIMES-GAZETTE, Thursday, Feb-
ruary 14, 1889 (page 5, column 6) 
 
   To those who had not known with what heroic 
fortitude she had borne diseases beyond all 
power to cure, the death of Portia Mansfield on 
Thursday evening of last week came like light-
ning from a clear sky.  The Sunday preceding the 
scholars who placed the wreath upon her coffin 
had received from her the lessons in right living 
and the inspiration which came from her pure 
and blameless life.  To her most intimate friends 
she gave no sign of her sufferings, but swift as 
the summons came it found her ready to give up 
life with all its glorious possibilities.  During the 
past winter she had shown more than usual inter-
est in things spiritual, and gave up many social 
pleasures for the privilege of doing all she could 
for the Master.  Her last illness was a brief one.  
On the morning of the day she died she was 
found unconscious, and all efforts to arouse her 
proved futile – the busy brain and tender heart 
had been paralyzed – and peacefully she passed 
into eternity.  The funeral services were held at 
the residence of her mother on Maple Street, 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock.  They were con-
ducted by Rev. H.C. Haithcox, pastor of the 
Trinity Lutheran church, of which the departed 
had been a faithful and devoted member.  “Let 
your hearing be set upon things above,” was the 
subject of the short sermon.  The singing was 
deeply affecting, and many were the tears that 
were shed as the last song was sung.  The coffin 
was placed in the parlor and there among the 
beautiful flowers she loved so well, Portia slept 
the last sleep, with such a look of peace upon her 
face that it seemed as if life had not departed.  At 
the head stood an easel of lovely flowers, sur-
mounted by a pure white dove, and floral pil-
lows, wreaths and books, sent by family, Sunday 
school scholars, and friends, bore silent testi-
mony to the esteem in which Portia was held.  
Exquisite roses lined the coffin and magnificent 
clusters of the same flowers and a basket of lilies 
of the valley filled the room with fragrance, typi-
cal of the influence of the life which has blessed 
that home.  The house was crowded with those 
who came to pay the last tribute of respect and 
many were unable to gain admission.  At 4 
o’clock the services closed and the loved form 
was borne out of the home no more to be blessed 
with her presence.  The body was laid to rest in 
the snow-covered cemetery, whose whiteness 
mad a fit mantle for the form it received that day. 
   Portia Mansfield’s was no ordinary life or char-
acter.  Gifted with beauty, rare intelligence, and a 
tender, sympathetic nature, she will be sadly 
missed at home and by those who had the privi-
lege of being counted among her friends.  She 
graduated from the public schools in 1883, and 
was one of the brightest scholars.  She was pos-
sessed of the true artist’s spirit, and was a writer 

VISIT THE NEW  
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www.ogs.org 
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of great originality and power.  It was not 
generally known that she was a regular 
contributor to a leading magazine, as she 
made no parade of her talent.  She was a 
loved member of the Dicken’s club, whose 
circle has twice been broken by death 
within a few months.  She was the presi-
dent of the Junior Chautauqua Circle, and 
a leading spirit in their literary work.  A 
zealous Sunday-school work and a faithful 
earnest and devoted Christian, whose 
memory will always rest like a benediction 
upon all who knew her 
 
MEMORIAL (from the Chautauqua Liter-
ary and Scientific Circle). 
It is resolved that the Circle receives with 
profound sorrow the announcement of the 
death of our late President, Portia Mans-
field, and that we wish to express some 
fitting estimate of her life and character, 
and to extend to her family our deepest 
sympathy. 
   In this Circle where she was a modest 
and unassuming officer, a devoted and 
enthusiastic member, her place can never 
be filled. To those who knew her person-
ally, there was a charm of a singularly 
gentle and unaffected sincerity of heart and 
manner that made here approachable to all.  
Her attachments were warm and lasting.  
The highest tribute which we can pay to 
her memory is that, although she has been 
called from our midst, she will ever live in 
the hearts of her friends. 
   L. Bess 
   Clara L. Anderson 
   Grace L. Hughes 
Ashland, O Feb. 12, ‘89 

more than 60 years. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Murray 
of Dorchester avenue will celebrate on Oct. 8 
next the 64th anniversary of their wedding day.  
Mr. and Mrs. George French of Sullivan will 
have been married 63 years on the 16th of next 
December and Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Martin of 
Nankin were married 60 years ago on the 10th of 
last March.  Mr. Martin celebrated his 85th birth-
day anniversary Tuesday of this week by taking 
an airplane trip, an account of which appeared in 
Wednesday’s Times-Gazette. 
   Mrs. Kate Moore Kagey was 90 March 4 last; 
Levi L. Holser, 89 on July 2; Comrade William 
Rittenhouse, Civil war veteran, 89 Dec. 7 last; 
Mrs. Rhoda Chapman, 89 last Sunday and Clin-
ton A. Kendig will be 87 tomorrow. 
   OCTOGENARIANS: The other octogenarians 
registered, with year of birth were:  Mrs. Susie 
Martin, 1845; Wilson S. Murray, 1845; Mrs. 
Barbara Beeghly, 1845; Mrs. Catharine Johnson, 
1846; George French, 1847, Mrs. Leah Cassel, 
1847; Mrs. Sarah Goodyear French, 1848, Abra-
ham Staufer, 1848; Mrs. Isabel Murray, 1849; 
Mrs. E.A. McClain (Savannah), 1849; Mrs. 
Sarah Hariman (Savannah), 1850; Daniel Leiter, 
1850; Judge F.P. Whitmore, 1850; Mrs. Jennie 
Stoner, 1850; Mrs. Amelia Bailey (Savannah), 
1851; Mrs. Alma Moore Smilie, 1851; Frank 
Masters will be 80 Sept. 22. 
   The picnickers began to arrive at the new shel-
ter house on the hill by 10:30, Judge C.C. Chap-
man, Ira Martin, Oscar Hartsel, and G.A. Cassel 
bringing a number of auto loads, others assisting.  
A social hour with reminiscences was enjoyed.  
Miss Maxine Hartsel conducted the registration 
and then the younger women of the Historical 
Society began the spreading of the tables from 
the well-filled baskets.  Shortly after the noon 
hour 83 people, following the singing of 
“American” led by Prof. Newton Wertman and 
the invoking of the divine blessing by the Rev. 
W.L. Desenberg, enjoyed a most bounteous din-
ner, good things in variety and great abundance 
having been provided for this memorable gather-
ing.  Misses Lera Markley and Vera Weithoff did 
splendid service in waiting on tables and Mrs. 
Ada Doerrer and Miss Martha Starr also helped. 
   In the early afternoon Al and Donald Mowrey 
came out and took a group photograph of the 
assembled company, old and young, also one of 
the three couples married more than 60 years. 
   By the time the afternoon program began more 
than a hundred people were in attendance.  Com-
rade Smilie had not expected to come but later in 
the afternoon arrived and was heartily welcomed.  
Judge Chapman, president of the society, pre-
sided at the program in which John and George 
Kissel, violin and guitar, gave a number of selec-
tions of old time favorites and John sang 
“Darling Nellie Gray,” “When You and I Were 
Young, Maggie” and other songs of the long ago, 
all of which were received with much apprecia-
tion.  The judge gave some reminiscences, told 
some jokes which were enjoyed, commented on 
the number of people over 80 present and called 

upon them to stand up. 
   He called upon a number of people for 
remarks, among them being Ellsworth 
Welch, T.S. Simanton, vice president of the 
society; G.A. Cassel, Thom Thornburg, intro-
duced as “the second Johnny Appleseed of 
Ashland county”; Rev. W.L. Desenberg, 
Postmaster Arthur Vanosdall, W.A. Duff, 
C.A. Kendig, Judge F.P. Whitmore, Simon 
W. Brandt and others.  Judge Chapman spoke 
with appreciation of the work, which a num-
ber of people, some of whom were unable to 
be present at the picnic, have been doing to 
make the society a success.  He mentioned 
especially W. I. Ilger.  It is such a busy time 
or many more interested in the objectives of 
the society would have been present at the 
picnic, which it is planned to make an annual 
affair. 
   Some interesting facts of family history 
were brought out by G.A. Cassel in his talk. 
His mother, Mrs. Leah Cassel, present at the 
picnic, is the only one of a family of 18 chil-
dren living.  Grandfather Shopbell was a 
soldier in the War of 1812, the great-
grandfather fought seven years under Wash-
ington in the Revolutionary war and his par-
ents, who were Huguenots, were beheaded 
during religious persecutions along the 
Rhine.  Mr. Cassel’s father was a Civil war 
soldier and among the aged ones at the picnic 
were widows of other Civil war veterans. 
   In the talks during the afternoon mention 
was made of the work which the Ashland 
County Pioneer Historical Society, founded 
Sept. 10, 1875 did during considerably more 
than a decade.  The late Dr. Samuel Riddle, 
father of Mrs. W.W. Wallace, who was pre-
sent at the picnic, was for many years secre-
tary of the organization and compiled a Pio-
neer History, which is invaluable.  The 
monuments in the Blackfork valley, placed 
50 years ago, were erected by that society.  
Pioneer picnics held in 1915 and 1916, the 
first at Asesiba Farm and the other at the 
Dickey church, were referred to, also the 
objectives of the present Historical Society 
which was organized Oct. 19, 1920.  The 
program closed with “God Be With You Till 
We Meet Again.” 
   Mr. And Mrs. Frank Morrow, former Ash-
landers, now of Jacksonville, Fla., who have 
been visiting Dr. and Mrs. R.R. Black at 
Mansfield drove over from that city in the 
afternoon, accompanied by Mrs. Black. They 
met many friends of other years. 
   Many parts of the county were represented 
at the picnic, Sullivan, Savannah, Rowsburg, 
Perrysville, Mifflin township, Nankin, Milton 
township and possibly other communities in 
addition to Ashland and surrounding country. 
   The society is grateful to all who contrib-
uted to make the picnic the signal success it 
was, judging from the expressions of appre-
ciation received. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
PICNIC 1932 

ASHLAND TIMES-GAZETTE, Thurs-
day, July 14, 1932 
   23 Over 80 Attend Historical Society 
Picnic 
   By William A. Duff 
   Twenty-three of the more than a hundred 
people in attendance at the Ashland 
County Historical Society’s picnic at 
Brookside park, Wednesday, were over 80 
years of age, another will be 80 in Septem-
ber and six others will reach the 80 mark in 
a year or two. 
   The oldest woman present was Mrs. 
Sarah Billow who was 94 years old June 
16 last and the oldest man in attendance 
was Comrade Robert Smilie, member of 
the famous 42d Regiment, O.V.V.I., dur-
ing the Civil war, who will be 95 years old 
Aug. 10. 
   Three couples present have been married 
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Following are the births recorded in March. 
February 3 – Vernon Robert Miller, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Vernon Miller 
February 4 – Beatrice Ann Hollingsworth, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Hollingsworth. 
February 26 – Kenneth Lee Scott, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth Scott 
March 1 – Mary Ellen Kerr, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Kerr 
March 1 – Donna Jean Laughery, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Laughery 
March 3 – Betty Jane Brown, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilber Brown 
March 4 – Marian Leatrice Whitcomb, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Whitcomb 
March 4 – Raymond Eugene Boyer, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gerald Boyer 
March 6 - Ralph Eugene Walker, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Walker 
March 7 – Pauline Fay Clark, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence Clark 
March 8 – Charles Lindy Jackson, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Jackson 
March 10 – Wilber Jean Wenrick, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Cloyd Wenrick 
March 12 – a daughter born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest Bricker 
March 12 – Naomi Ruth Kelly, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lafayette Kelly 
March 12 – Glenn Eugene Weaver, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lonnie Weaver 
March 14 – Charles Joseph Boley, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter Boley 
March 14 – Robert Lawrence Hulme, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Hulme 
March 16 – Betty Lou Herbrand, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Herbrand 
March 20 – Evelyn Mae Houser, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Houser 
March 21 – Esther Joan McDaniel, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall McDaniel 
March 23 – Robert Eugene Doggett, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Doggett 
March 26 – Nancy Jean Cordell, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Cordell 
March 26 – Mary Lou Pontius, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. George Pontius 
March 26 – Joan Elizabeth Fisher, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Fisher 
March 26 – William Ellsworth Broach, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Broach 
March 27 – Norma Jean Wilhelm, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Roldy Wilhelm 
March 27 – Lucille Marie Mumaw, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Mumaw 
March 28 – Dorothy Fay Wittman, daughter of 
Mrs. Henry Wittman 
March 29 – Geraldine Bernice Schreffler, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ora Schreffler 

MEMBERSHIP (Just $15.00) 
Send to Sally Spreng, Treasurer  

920 State Route 39  
Perrysville OH 44864-9540 

FEB 1928 BIRTHS & DEATHS OHIO PEACE OFFICER  
MEMORIAL 

At the Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy 
in London, Ohio, a memorial was re-
dedicated on Thursday, May 6, 2010, honor-
ing those policeman who have been killed in 
service in Ohio. The memorial wall was 
originally dedicated in 1996 yet it was the 
23rd such memorial ceremony. The 32 panels 
honor 732 officers killed in the line of duty 
since 1823. This year, four historical induc-
tees were added to the monument, including 
two from Ashland County. Jacob Helbert and 
W. H. Kelly, with the Ashland County Sher-
iff’s Office, who were killed 26 Feb 1888, 
were entered in panels #31 and #32. Others 
from the area listed are: 
Michael R. Hutchison, Mansfield Police De-
partment, 6 Feb 1976, panel #24. 
Joseph Baca, Medina County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, 28 Aug 1976, panel #30. 
Timothy A. Budd, New London Police De-
partment, 7 Jan 1977, panel #5. 
Carl Summers, Lodi Police Department, 10 
Dec 1977, panel #7. 
Glenn M. Sturgill, Ashland County Sheriff’s 
Office, 2 Aug 1982, panel #7. 
John P. Gisclon, Ashland County Sheriff’s 
Office, 14 Jan 1995, panel #3. 
James R. Gross, Ohio State Highway Patrol, 
19 Jan 1996, panel #8. 
Brian D. Evans, Mansfield Police Depart-
ment, 26 Dec 2007, panel #24. 

MARCH 1928 BIRTHS & DEATHS 

Ashland Times-Gazette, 17 Apr 1928. 
 
Births for March numbering 29 including 18 
girls and 11 boys, almost doubled the number 
of deaths for that month which totaled 15, 
according to the records kept by E.L. Clem, 
district vital statistics registrar for Montgom-
ery, Orange and Milton townships, including 
Ashland. 
 

Deaths for March include the following: 
March 1 - Aaron Lepker, aged 78 
March 1 – Lynnie Stonesifer, aged 52 
March 3 – Mary Neiman, aged 62 
March 6 – Gorham E. Miller, aged 67 
March 6 – Evelyn Dirlam, aged 13 
March 8 – Alice Louisa Freer, aged 64 
March 10 – Robert Leiter, aged six 
March 11 – Jacob Decker, aged 87 
March 14 – Mary E. Miller, aged 80 
March 16 – Elsie Mae Shearer, aged 28 
March 21 – William H. Hershey, aged 73 
March 22 - Louis Hulme, aged 29 
March 26 – Mary Otto, aged 74 
March 26 – Josephine Roland, aged 70 
March 30 – James M. Gribben, aged 63 

 

Ashland Times-Gazette, 16 Mar 1928. 
   Girls are still ahead in the race for new 
arrivals for February, there being seven 
boys and nine girls born during that month.  
Seventeen deaths were also recorded, ac-
cording to Dr. E. L. Clem, city health direc-
tor, who keeps all the birth and death re-
cords for the city of Ashland and Orange, 
Milton and Montgomery townships. 
   The births are: 
February 3 – Gerald Eugene Grosscup, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Grosscup 
February 4 – Howard Bliss Shreffler, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bliss Shreffler 
February 6 – Billie Patricia Holzer, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wm Holzer 
February 8 – James Edward Slack, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Slack 
February 8 – Kenneth Walter Baum, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Baum 
February 8 – Melva Ferne Monroe, daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Monroe 
February 13 – Charlotte Irene Peters, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Peters 
February 15 – Howard Lossing Young, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wade Young 
February 16 – Joan Irene Carter, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Carter 
February 17 – June Joan Gebhart, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gebhart 
February 19 – Ann Marie Heckman, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. George Heckman 
February 24 – Paul Clair Camp, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence Camp 
February 26 – Margery Frances Gruber, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Gruber 
February 28 – Arthur John Poland, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Poland 
February 29 – Bonnie Jean Brubaker, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Brubaker 
February 29 – Glorine Ruth Vanosdall, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Vanosdall 
 
   Deaths for February are as follows: 
February 3 – Enos H. Roberts, aged 75 
February 3 – Susan Morr, aged 84 
February 3 – William Kenneth Lane, aged 
four days 
February 4 – Ruth Warner, aged 25 
February 5 – Edward Robert Melching, 
aged 54 
February 6 – Mrs. Lavina Shambaugh, aged 
88 
February 8 – Lydia Ann Fetzer, aged 78 
February 11 – Polly Ann Clinker, aged 57 
February 15 – Flora Ann Kerr, aged 62 
February 15 – Jennie Fortney, aged 67 
February 16 – Tracy Alcena Conger, aged 
66 
February 17 – Frank Ely, 74 
February 18 – Christ Metzgar, aged 71 
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February 21 – Hiram B. Shriver, aged 65 
February 29 – Amos Frederick Mumaw, 
aged 67 
February 29 – Paul William Stone, aged 
nine 
February 29 – Liddie C Grabill, aged 80 

MAXINE HARTMANN SMITH 

Maxine L. Hartmann Smith, a frequent 
contributor to The Pastfinder, died sud-
denly in Indiana on 25 Apr 2010 after 
returning from the christening of her first 
great-grandchild, Hannah. The obituary 
from the Mansfield News Journal, 29 
Apr 2010, follows: 
 
“MANSFIELD: Maxine H. Smith, age 
88, of Mansfield, died on April 25, 2010. 
   She was born on February 22, 1922, in 
Mansfield to J. Leo and Alta Weimer 
Hartmann and lived here her entire life. 
She was married January 9, 1944, to 
Edward P. Smith, who died in 2005. She 
was a graduate of Mansfield Senior High 
School, Baldwin-Wallace College, and 
St. Luke’s Hospital School of Nursing in 
Cleveland. She was employed for a num-
ber of years at Mansfield General Hospi-
tal as a general duty nurse and as an in-
structor in the School of Nursing. 
   She was a member of the American 
Association of University Women and of 
the Ohio Genealogical Society and its 
Richland and Ashland County chapters. 
Over the years she has participated in a 
variety of volunteer activities, including 
the recent Mansfield blockhouse restora-
tion. 
   Surviving are two daughters, and one 
son, and their spouses: Evelyn and Gary 
Kinzel of Columbus, Helen and Richard 
Mao of Mishawaka, Indiana, and Donald 
Smith and Sally Collins of Indianapolis; 
also six grandchildren: Edward and 
Amanda Kinzel, Nathan Kinzel, and 
Daniel, James, Jeffrey, and Julia Smith; 
one great-grandchild: Hannah Kinzel; 
and nieces, Josephine Brenneman, Susan 
Hoff, and Roberta Hartmann-Dotta. 
   Besides her husband; she was preceded 
in death by her sister, Josephine Hart-
mann in 1926; and her brother, Robert 
O. Hartmann in 1979. 
   There will be no calling hours. The 
family will have a private memorial ser-
vice.” 
 
Note: Your editor distinctly recalls 
Maxine climbing up the ladder to hand 
me a five gallon bucket of mortar for 
chinking and daubing at the blockhouse 
one warm summer day last year. I re-
minded Maxine of her age and she took 
my advice with the next bucket! 

Marleen Applegate, who is working at the 
courthouse, found a slip of paper in Vol-
ume 3 of the Ashland County Minister’s 
Licenses on WatchTower Bible and Tract 
Society stationery, dated 13 Feb 1953: 
 
   This is to certify that Ben Palmer Wigton 
is a duly ordained minister of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, engaged, as his customary vo-
cation, in preaching and teaching the prin-
ciples of this Society and administering the 
rites and ceremonies thereof in public wor-
ship. 
   He has been duly ordained in accordance 
with the principles prescribed by this Soci-
ety. This was by a public ceremonial on 
July 12, 1942, whereby he confessed in the 
presence of witnesses that his life thereaf-
ter was dedicated to service of Almighty 
God, Jehovah …. 
   He was duly appointed on October 26, 
1950, as Presiding Minister of the Ashland, 
Ohio congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
As such Presiding Minister, Mr. Wigton is 
authorized to perform the ordinary rites 
and ceremonies recognized and employed 
by Jehovah’s Witnesses, such as the baptis-
mal ceremony, the burial ceremony, the 
marriage ceremony, etc. He is also author-
ized to supervise the ministry school and to 
certify as to the status and standing of any 
and all members of the Ashland, Ohio con-
gregation, and to certify as to students pre-
paring for the ministry in the congregation 
and are enrolled in the Theocratic Ministry 
School for ministers or those preparing for 
the ministry, and to certify as to ministers 
and missionaries in the congregation, as 
well as to generally supervise the activities 
and services of the congregation.  
   By T. J. Sullivan, Superintendent of Min-
isters & Evangelists. 

APRIL 1926 DEATHS 

MONDAY,  MAY 10, 1926 
 
17 DEATHS HERE DURING MONTH 
 
The number of deaths in April was smaller 
than for the month of March.  Out of the 17 
deaths during the month, there were seven 
men, six women and four infants, all boys. 
 
April 3 – Orio Gast, 1008 Oak street; 39 

year, six months and 26 days. 
April 6 – Thomas Newton, 719 Orange 

street, 68 years, one month and 20 days. 
April 8 – the infant son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Oliver J. Curfman of Jacob street. 
April 9 – Mrs. Nancy McCoy, Nankin, 85 

years, six months and 26 days. 
April 10 – Howard Lee Barr, infant son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Ira Barr 514 Ohio street. 
April 10 – Mrs. Eliza Jane Keller, 216 Vine 

street, 56 years and eight days. 
April 12 – Marvin Eugene Askey, six month 

old son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. 
Askey, 100 West Tenth street. 

April 12 – Frank N. Patterson, 531 Center 
street, 62 years, three months and 14 
days. 

April 16 – Cloyd Mansfield, 420 Center 
street, 73 years, eight months and eight 
days. 

April 17 – George W. Culbertson, Orange 
township, 101 years, ten months and 21 
days. 

April 19 – Mrs. Florinda Dove, 430 Broad 
street, 85 years, eight months and seven 
days. 

April 19 – L.C. Gallaway, 139 Maple street, 
69 years, four months and eight days. 

April 21 – Mrs. Mary A. Mills, West Main 
street, 74 years, one month and 18 days. 

April 22 – Mrs. Mary M. Wilson, 920 Col-
lege boulevard, 64 years, two months 
and six days. 

April 28 – John James Donley, infant son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Donley, 517 
Buckeye street. 

April 30 – Oscar F. Thompson of Pleasant 
street, 47 years, one month and 13 days. 

April 30 – Mrs. Louise Schneider, 224 East 
Fourth street, 70 years, four months and 
15 days. 

WATCHTOWER 

NEW OGS LIBRARY 

The new Samuel Isaly Library of the Ohio 
Genealogical Society at 611 SR 97 W at 
the Bellville exit of I-71 is now open Tues-
day through Saturday from 9 AM to 5 PM. 
Rita Kopp, Ruth and Carlton Emmons, 
Ruth Hostetter, Wilma McCurdy, Tom 
Neel, Shirley and John Boyd, Keith 
Metcalf, and other chapter members repre-
sented  our group at the various grand 
opening events. Please stop by for a visit. 
It is elegant and spacious. 
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Ashland County Chapter OGS Publications Order Form 

 

Title Quantity Price Amount 

1895 Ashland City/County Directory  $14.00  

Ashland County 1870 Census Index  $9.00  

Ashland County 1880 Census Index  $10.00  

Ashland County Church Records, Vol. 1  $19.00  

Ashland County Death Records, Vol. 1, 1867-1879  $15.00  

Ashland County Death Records, Vol. 2, Part 1, 1880-1894  $15.00  

Ashland County Death Records, Vol. 2, Part 2, 1895-1908  $15.00  

Ashland County Probate Court Marriage Records 1870-1886  $17.00  

Ashland County, Green Township, Research Aid (NO DISCOUNT)  $26.00  

Ashland County, Hanover Township, Research Aid (NO DISCOUNT)  $26.00  

Ashland County, Jackson Township, Research Aid   $23.00  

Ashland County, Lake Township, Research Aid   $15.00  

Ashland County, Mifflin & Milton Townships, Research Aid   $27.00  

Ashland County, Mohican Township, Research Aid (NO DISCOUNT)  $26.00  

Ashland County, Perry Township, Research Aid   $18.00  

Ashland County, Ruggles Township, Research Aid (NO DISCOUNT)  $26.00  

Ashland County, Vermillion Township, Research Aid   $25.00  

Ashland: The City of Progress and Prosperity 1815-1915  $18.00  

History of the Ashland Pioneer Historical Society  $19.00  

Loudonville Newspaper Death Index 1903-1986  $28.00  

Farm Journal Illustrated Directory of Ashland County 1915-1920  $21.00  

Ashland County, Clear Creek Township, Research Aid  $26.00  

Ashland County, 1847 Tax Book (COMPACT DISKETTE)  $11.00  

Ashland Cemetery Burial Records, Ashland, Ashland County, Ohio  $39.00  

Greentown: A Story of 1812 in Contemporary Documents  $11.95  

Rosella Rice (1827-1888): A Collection of her Stories (NO DISCOUNT)  $9.37  

Ashland County, 1849 Tax Book (COMPACT DISKETTE)  $11.00  
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THE PASTFINDER 

The Ashland County Chapter OGS is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization and donations to the Society 

may be deducted at tax time. Your gifts help us buy books for the library, acquire speakers for our pro-

grams, and provide the means to publish our books. Our new digital equipment and imaging projects 

would not have been possible without your kind support. Please consider a gift above and beyond your 

annual membership fee. This helps us preserve the records left by our Ashland County pioneers. 

17 Aug 2010—Doris Messner on Lou-
donville Zion Lutheran Church history. 

21 Sep 2010—James Patrick Crippen, 
The English Murder. 

19 Oct 2010—Rita Bone Kopp, Con-
tinuation of Uniontown to Ashland. 

9 Nov 2010 (FFOAC Banquet) - Bill 
Wolford, Why the City of Ashland is 
Located in Union Township. 

The Ashland County Chapter meets the 
third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM 
in the basement meeting room of the 
Ashland Public Library, Claremont Ave-
nue in downtown Ashland There is no 
December meeting. The November 
meeting is held at a banquet location. All 
meetings are free and open to the public. 
Beginners are encouraged to come with 
questions. 

Please join us at Friendlys Restaurant 

after each meeting for conversation and 

a little ice cream. This is when we get 

the chance to visit. 

Ashland Chapter OGS Membership 
$15.00—Single 

$20.00—Family (one address)     

Life—$150.00 (S) or $225.00 (F)                             

Ashland County Chapter OGS web site 
Sheila Helser, webmaster 

 
http://www.ashlandohiogenealogy.org 

Web Site 

Membership 

Meetings 

Looking for a First Families of Ashland 
County application? Just print it out from 
our web site. Click on the FFOAC link. 

First Families 

Thanks to Gay and Kay Abrams for coor-
dinating the newsletter mail crew. 
 

Work Day—4 Oct 2010, 10:00 AM. 

Mailing Crew 
03 Aug—OPEN, 7-9 p.m., Tuesday 
12 Aug—Brenda Spier, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
17 Aug—5-6 p.m.; Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Tuesday 
21 Aug—OPEN, 10-12 a.m., Saturday 
26 Aug—OPEN, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
 
07 Sep—OPEN, 7-9 p.m., Tuesday 
09 Sep—Brenda Spier, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
18 Sep—Connie DiOnne, 10-12 a.m., Saturday 
21 Sep—5-6 p.m.; Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Tuesday 
23 Sep—OPEN, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
 
05 Oct—OPEN, 7-9 p.m., Tuesday 
14 Oct—OPEN, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
16 Oct—Connie DiOnne, 10-12 a.m., Saturday 
19 Oct—5-6 p.m.; Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Tuesday 
28 Oct—Brenda Spier, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 

Library Volunteers 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


