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Quarterly  Newslet ter  o f  the  A shland C ounty  C hapter ,  Ohio  Genealogical  Society   

NUPITALS ARE SOLEMNIZED 

BEAUTIFUL AND IMPRESSIVE HOME WEDDING MARRIAGE OF 

MISS HELEN A. BRIGGS AND LIEUT. HAROLD R. McGUIRE 

 Perfectly planned and faultless in arrangement was the marriage of Miss Helen 

Annette BRIGGS and Lieutenant Harold R. McGUIRE, solemnized Thursday after-

noon at three o’clock at the home of the bride’s parents. Mr. and Mrs. John S. 

BRIGGS and Mrs. E.S. BRIGGS, grandmother of the bride. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The spacious rooms of the Briggs homestead on Cleveland avenue with its broad 

lawns and attractive shrubbery made an ideal setting for the ceremony that was beau-

tiful in every detail, forming a charming picture that will linger long in the memory 

of those who had the pleasure of witnessing it. 

 The florist’s art had added beauty to the surroundings.  Southern smilax  fes-

tooned the rooms and the mantels were banked with flowers.  In the living room was 

built the alter, of smilax flanked on either side with tall vases of glorious gladiolas.  

The soft light of candles shed their mellow glow over the deeply impressive scene.  

Proceeding the ceremony Miss Dorothy SMITH softly sang “Love’s Coronation” and 

“Because” and at three o’clock the strains of the wedding march played by Miss Bess 

VANTILBURG announced the approach of the bridal party.  First came the pretty   

              (continued on page 26) 

 

Lois RILEY WHEELER has kindly identified several of the  people in this picture. 
 

1) Either Guy COUNTRYMAN or Paul ROBINSON.  3)Lois Mae RILEY HORAN  4)Mildred 
OLIVER WEIRICK STRAITS  5)and 9) Either Mary Louise MOORE or Ruth MARKLEY  6)
Harold McGUIRE  7)Billy WILEY   8) Helen BRIGGS McGUIRE  11)Either Francis TOPPING 
or Frieda COUNTRYMAN (Lois’ guess is Frieda)  14 Leone RILEY MILLER  12)and15) Bess 
VANTILBURG and Dorothy SMITH.       (If you can identify any, please let us know) 
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(continued from page 25) 

little ribbon bearers, Mary Louise MOORE and Ruth 

MARKLEY with strands of the pink and lavender, the 

bride’s colors, to mark the way to the alter. Little Billy 

WILEY with gracious hand scattered flowers in the path 

of the bride. The bridesmaids Miss Francis TOPPING 

and Frieda COUNTRYMAN, lovely in pink and laven-

der silk with picture hats took their places on the left 

while from the right entered groom, the minister, Rev. 

Dr. W.D. FURRY, and the groomsmen, Guy COUN-

TRYMAN of this city and Paul ROINSON, of Cleve-

land, a cousin of the groom. 

 Then came the bride radiant and beautiful in white 

satin gown trimmed with pearls.  The bridal veil was 

caught up with pearls that the bride’s mother had worn 

on her wedding day.  The bride’s ornaments were a 

necklace of pearls clasped with diamonds, the gift of the 

groom, and a bouquet of bride’s  roses.  The impressive 

double ring ceremony was used, the bridal couple kneel-

ing on a satin pillow in front of the alter as prayer was 

offered by Dr. FURRY. 

 Congratulations hearty and sincere, followed the 

ceremony and then the guests mingled in pleasant fel-

lowship until two-course refreshments were served in 

most attractive form.  The center of the attraction was 

the bridal table around which were seated the parties to 

the ceremony, the bride most graciously presiding.  The 

bride’s favors to the brides maids were ivory pins. 

 The favors were white satin boxes tied with the 

bride’s colors, pink and lavender and in which reposed 

the piece of the bridal cake.  The gifts were many and 

beautiful both at the wedding and the showers that pre-

ceded it and they will grace the new home to which 

these worthy young people enter with such sincere good 

wishes from many friends. 

 Amid a shower of rice, farewells were said to the bride, 

in dainty gown of steel grey, and the couple took their 

places in the waiting motor appropriately decorated for the 

first stage of the wedding journey and with it went a jin-

gling accompaniment that apprised everybody of the na-

ture of the party.  At Polk Mr. and Mrs. McGUIRE took 

the Cleveland & Southwestern for Cleveland where they 

embarked on a trip up the Great Lakes to Mackinac.  Re-

turning they will be at home at 1286 Gladys Avenue, 

Cleveland. 

 The bride is one who Ashland is glad to claim as a fa-

vored daughter.  She is a graduate of the Ashland High 

School and of Oberlin College where her special study 

was kindergarten work.  For two years she was an effi-

cient teacher in the city schools and is a favorite in social 

circles.  The groom is a young man whose worth is rapidly 

earning for him deserved advancement.  During the war he 

won his commission as first lieutenant on merit and since 

his return has been connected with the brokerage house of 

Stillson & Wilcox of Cleveland. 

 The out of town guests present were Mrs. Ralph STAN-

DEN, of Elyria, Miss Florence PANCOAST, of Elyria, Miss 

Annette RILEY, of Akron, Miss Lucy MOORE, of Pataskala, 

Ohio, and Miss Ann THOMPSON, of Lenox, Mass.  
 

Ashland Times-Gazette, Fri, Aug 8, 1919 (pg5, col 3). 
Wedding took place on August 7, 1919 

at 369 Cleveland Avenue, Ashland, Ohio. 
(Groom’s parents were Walter Y. McGUIRE 

 and Etta ROBINSON)       Submitted By Lois Wheeler 

Cemeteries adding QR codes to headstones 

 Gravestones are getting an update into the 

21st century. QR Codes (quick response 

codes) are being added to tombstones. 

 Families are having these QR codes added 

to the tombstone to memorialize their loved 

one. Just as today’s products, magazines, etc. 

has a QR bar code, these QR’s can be read by 

smartphones.  People scanning the code with their smart-

phones are taken to a website that has been recorded with 

data of anything from pictures to genealogy data. It can be 

viewed on the phone as visitors wander through the ceme-

tery or on your computer by typing the unique web ad-
dress into your browser. Although others may view the 

information, only authorized family administrator can edit 

information on the web page. 

While this technology is quite intriguing, I would 

assume this idea will be going through several 

changes over time. 

 

  Here are a few of the websites that 

  explain the concept and how it works. 

 

 www.mediabistro.com/appnewser/qr-codes-create-

living-headstones-in-cemeteries_b24303 

 http://www.nbc-2.com/story/18572163/cemetaries-

adding-qr-codes-to-headstones 

 http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/qr-codes-grave-

markers/story?id=14102071 

http://www.mediabistro.com/appnewser/qr-codes-create-living-headstones-in-cemeteries_b24303
http://www.mediabistro.com/appnewser/qr-codes-create-living-headstones-in-cemeteries_b24303
http://www.nbc-2.com/story/18572163/cemetaries-adding-qr-codes-to-headstones
http://www.nbc-2.com/story/18572163/cemetaries-adding-qr-codes-to-headstones
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/qr-codes-grave-markers/story?id=14102071
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/qr-codes-grave-markers/story?id=14102071
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SHEARER—At his residence, six 

miles southeast of Auburn, DeKalb 

county, Indiana, September 2, 

1881.  Israel SHEARER, aged 59 

years, 5 months and 29 days, leav-

ing a wife and seven children to 

mourn his loss. 

Mr. Shearer was born in Fayette 

county, Pennsylvania, March 10, 

1823, and moved to Ashland 

county, Ohio, when sixteen years 

old.  He was married in his 22nd 

year to Harriett ZIMMERMAN, 

and came to Indiana in the fall of 

1851, and settled in the woods on 

the farm upon which he resided 

until the time of his death.  His 

first wife died in October 1862, 

being the mother of eleven chil-

dren, six dead and five living.  Mr. 

Shearer was married the second 

time, December 25, 1858, to Mar-

tha M. WILSON, and lived happily 

until his death.  He was ever 

known as a kind father,  affection-

ate husband, obliging neighbor, 

and a good citizen.  He had been a 

sufferer from disease for more than 

five years, and during his days and 

nights of pain, he received the evi-

dence of Divine blessings and was 

resigned to the will of the father.  

He prayed much for the Lord to 

take him home and relieve him of 

his sufferings; and his last words 

were, “Give me a drink,” and, “He 

every one who thirsts come ye to 

the waters and freely drink.” 

Ashland Press, Thurs, Oct 6, 1881, pg 3. 

Submitted by Vera Morgan NOWLTON 

OBITUARY (from INDIANA) 

 The mystery of the unauthorized 

grave at a small country cemetery at  

Lucas has been solved.  

 It is that of Minnie MARKS 

SEWARD, who died in 1926, accord-

ing to the Richland County sheriff’s 

office. 

 She has been buried three times; 

and disinterred twice. 

 Today, her coffin rests in the 

ground once more, in the Odd Fellows 

Cemetery on a hill, a 

mile north of Lucas, in 

the grave from which a 

crane yanked her vault 

Tuesday.  The vault, 

unopened, was lowered 

into the grave late Tues-

day afternoon, after au-

thorities were satisfied 

whose body was con-

tained in it and how it came to be 

there. 

 “The  Mansfield Cemetery buried 

her in the Odd Fellows graveyard,” 

Richland County Sheriff Tom 

WEIKEK said today.  “They got per-

mission from Mrs. Edward B. PAR-

RETT of 24 Sherman Ave., Mans-

field, who is a descendent of the 

MYERS-JACKSON families.” 

 Mansfield Cemetery, however, 

failed to get a burial-transfer permit, 

the sheriff said, and also failed to no-

tify the trustees of the Odd Fellows 

Cemetery that it buried the body there 

last June. 

 “Mr. MOFFETT, the Odd Fel-

lows Cemetery Association president, 

is to see Rex Larson, Richland County 

prosecutor, today to learn the legal  

aspects of the case,” WEIKEL said. 

 Minnie SEWARD’s body was  

interred in a Mansfield Cemetery 

mausoleum after her death 38 years 

ago. 

 Cemetery officials, according to 

Ralph NEIGHBORS, acting super-

intendent, began planning to raze 

the mausoleum containing the body 

of Minnie SEWARD and 479 oth-

ers last year. 

 To date, NEIGHBORS said, all 

but 148 bodies have been reburied. 

“Minnie SEWARD’s 

body is the only one 

which has left the 

c e m e t e r y , ” 

NEIGHBORS said to-

day.  “All the rest have 

been reburied in the 

Mansfield Cemetery at 

the cemetery’s expense. 

 “Mrs .  E dward 

PARRETT came to us when she 

heard we were emptying the mauso-

leum and requested that Minnie 

SEWARD’s body, a relative of 

hers, be reburied in the Lucas 

Cemetery, in the plot containing the 

graves of Mrs. PARRETT’s grand-

parents, the MYERS family section. 

 One morning las t  June, 

NEIGHBORS continued, the casket 

was put in a new valt and reburied 

in the Lucas cemetery. 

 “This happened just after I 

started here as acting superinten-

dent,” NEIGHBORS said.  “I ar-

ranged for it to be reburied over 

there and I suppose the responsibil-

ity for the wrong procedures is as 

much my fault as anyone’s.” 
 

Ashland Times-Gazette, Ashland, Ohio, 

Wednesday, 2 Oct, 1964, page 2 

     Submitted by Brenda SPIER 

SOLVE  RIDDLE  OF  LUCAS  GRAVE 

Lord help me dig into the past and sift the sands of time, 

That I might find the roots that made this family tree of mine, 

Lord, help me trace the ancient roads on which my fathers trod, 

 And led them through so may lands to find our present sod, 

 

Lord, help me find an ancient book, or dusty manuscript, 

 That’s safely hidden now away in some forgotten crypte, 

Lord, let it bridge the gap that haunts my soul when I can’t find, 

The missing link between some name that ends the same as mine. 
 

By Curtis Woods 
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   For the next several issues Dave BROCKWAY, a member of our local OGS Chapter and a Civil 

War Re-enactor, will be taking us on a journey back to 1861 as we follow the Battery D First 

Ohio Light Artillery from Ashland County, Ohio throughout their involvement in the Civil War. 

In the last issue we left Battery D as they came upon 

the Battle of Shiloh Church. This was the biggest battle 

up to this time. The 4th Division of The Army of the 

Ohio was the lead Division. So Battery D was one of the 

first artillery units to reinforce Grant's Army of the Mis-

sissippi. The Division arrived at Savannah, Tennessee at 

1:30 p.m. and immediately left on steamers for Shiloh, 

leaving the Battery at the dock. Grant's army was in dire 

need of reinforcements. He had plenty of artillery, so 

unfortunately for Battery D, they were not included in the 

great battle. They reached the front as the last shots were 

being fired and the enemy retiring.  

Their first camp location was near Shiloh Church. 

The conditions that existed on April 7, 1862 were terri-

ble. Broken bodies of man and horse lay as they had 

fought. In the field hospitals piles of arms and legs were 

to be seen. Close by the church was a small body of wa-

ter called Bloody Pond because it had turned red from the 

spilled blood. The Battery had to move its location for 

sanitary conditions many times in the next few weeks 

before they would move further south into Mississippi.  

After the carnage of battle was finally removed, a 

slow and tedious advance towards Corinth, Mississippi 

began. Overall commander of the expedi-

tion was General H. W. HALLECK. Many 

a letter was written home about the slow-

ness of the operation. This was the time 

that General GRANT was accused of 

drunkenness. However, " President LIN-

COLN made it clear that the Union needed 

him”.  

The distance covered was only 20 miles but at a rate 

of a mile a day the enemy had plenty of time to retire. 

The battery was busy shelling the enemy in many loca-

tions. A quote from the Commander of the 6th Kentucky 

Regiment says, " on May 17 the enemy shells were fal-

ling thick among our men until General NELSON or-

dered out MENDENHALL’s and KONKLE’s  (Battery 

D) Batteries, which soon silenced the enemy."  

It wasn't until May 17th that the Union forces were 

actually at Corinth, Mississippi; a supply depot and rail-

road crossing very valuable to the confederate cause. 

Again much slowness allowed the enemy to evacuate by 

the end of the month. Battery D had been very active up 

to this point and one of the first into the town. The army 

followed the enemy on to Iuka, Mississippi and on June 

23 they began moving towards Athens, Alabama. This 

was again a long slow march as they repaired the de-

stroyed railroad as they went. Athens was a good camp 

for Battery D as there was adequate water and plenty of 

corn for the horses. Most importantly, they were in direct 

communication, by the railroad, to the huge supply base 

in Nashville, Tennessee.  

The battery remained in this camp until July 14th. 

Also, during this time, two guns of the Battery were at-

tached to the cavalry and made a one hundred and fifty 

mile march in less than three days. While this was hap-

pening, the rest of the Battery was on their way to Co-

lumbia, Tennessee.  

The Confederate army had moved farther to the east 

and had managed to head north getting behind the Union 

army and the race was on to the North.  

A new military department was set up at this time to 

include the territory between the Cumberland and Ten-

nessee Rivers. General NELSON had been placed in 

command and was in Lexington, Kentucky to organize 

his command.  

Battery D, now 

again in Nashville, 

had all of their guns 

back together and 

was ordered north 

to become part of 

General NELSON’s 

new department. 

The Battery was ordered to march to Lexington, but after 

traveling just seven miles from Lebanon, Kentucky, an 

order countermanded the first and returned them to Leba-

non. General NELSON had already been defeated in a 

battle just south of Lexington. Now the concern was the 

railroad bridge over the Green River at Munfordville, 

Kentucky, a perfect place to slow down the Confederates.  

The Southern Army was between the Union Army 

and Louisville, and it had to be slowed down so General 

BUELL could get to the defense of Louisville first. So,  

to the bridge Battery D was ordered!  
 

The beginning of 1862 had looked so good — but 

had taken a drastic turn for the worse.  
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Genealogy, as we in the U.S. know it today, is 

rooted in the early 1800s. The American historian, John 

FARMER was born in Chelmsford, Massachusetts in 

1789. As a young man, he witnessed the growth of anti-

quarianism—the study or love of antiquity—as Fourth 

of July celebrations of the day memorialized the Found-

ing Fathers and our success in the Revolutionary War.  

 Traditionally American’s interest in one’s ances-

tors had primarily been an attempt by colonists to attain 

social standing within the British Empire. FARMER 

realized the pursuit of one’s ancestry was now fueled by 

a desire to learn how that family was part of our history 

and how the past could be preserved for future genera-

tions. His correspondence with other American histori-

ans and antiquarians in the 1820s led to them publishing 

historical and genealogical tracts for an audience of in-

terested followers.  

 In 1829 FARMER published the Genealogical 
Register of the First Settlers of New England. James 

SAVAGE, a colleague, revised and expanded it in 1860 

as A Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of 

New England, a reference work still used today. 

FARMER died in 1839 but not before planting the seed 

that resulted in the founding of the New England His-

toric Genealogical Society (NEHGS) in 1845.  V iew 

a short film about NEHGS and its role in genealogy’s 

history at http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=7VdeTiW--a4. 
 Genealogy was first popular with wealthy 

Americans who could afford to hire someone to search 

for their lineage. In the late 1800s as our nation cele-

brated 100 years of independence, historical, genealogi-

cal and antiquarian societies sprung up around the coun-

try accumulating records and making them accessible to 

any interested persons.  

 In 1894, The Genealogical Society of Utah 

founded what would become the Family History Library, 

a branch of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints (LDS). As the church’s microfilming program 

grew it accumulated public genealogical records of fami-

lies across the U.S. and made them freely available to all. 

 Donald Lines JACOBUS, born in New Haven, 

Connecticut in 1887 was destined to become the Dean 

of American genealogy. A prolific writer, he founded 

New Haven Genealogical Magazine in 1922. Ten years 

later it was renamed The American Genealogist and 

became the standard bearer of genealogical scholarship. 

In 1930 he wrote what may be the first genealogical 

“how to” book, Genealogy as Pastime and Profession. 

A classic today, the book was revised in 1968 and is still 

available at www.bookfinder.com for less than $6. 

 As the founder of scientific American genealogy, 

JACOBUS described methods, aims and principles of 

genealogical research. He published an article in which 

he wrote, “Driven by a zeal to rescue their favorite avo-

cation from its deplorable and desperate state, [a new 

breed of genealogists] started writing and publishing . . . 

.” They showed by example how to solve problems, use 

sources, and interpret records, and attacked the amateurs 

and charlatans producing illustrious lines of descent 

from their own imaginations.  

 JACOBUS believed a genealogist needed an inquir-

ing mind adapted to detailed research, a superior educa-

tion, and independent means in order to succeed. He 

observed a man who insisted on being his own genealo-

gist had a fool for a client. He also advised Americans 

not to attempt to do European research themselves.  

 One wonders what he would think of Ancestry.com 

and the millions of family trees posted online today by 

amateurs and professionals alike as we travel far and 

wide in pursuit of our ancestry. 
 This is a reprint of an article written by Betty Lou 
MALESKY, Certified GenealogistSM , in the Green Valley 
News, Green Valley, Arizona and  reprinted with  her per-
mission.  She is a native Ohioan who moved to Arizona 
from Mentor, Ohio in 1984 and says her own genealogical 
roots are in the Western Reserve Historical Society Li-
brary.  She is a past president of Green Valley Genealogi-
cal Society. Contact her at bettymalesky@cox.net or visit 
the society’s website at www.rootsweb.com/~azgvgs/.  

 

Genealogy’s Roots:   It all began when . . . 

 

The following is 

not related to our 

local history, but 

so important to 

our American 

roots.  This from 

a January 12, 

2012 website 

article  written by 

 Curt NICKISCH 

 

 

 Boston’s oldest clock tower has rung out for the first 

time in almost a century and a half.  Old South Meeting 

House, the Puritan church where Benjamin FRANKLIN 

was baptized and the gathering place where the Boston Tea 

Party was planned, has been silent since 1876, after the 

brick building was nearly destroyed in the Great Boston 

Fire. On Thursday, that silence came to an end.  The bell 

was cast in 1801 by Paul REVERE. 

Read the actual article online at  

http://radioboston.wbur.org/2012/01/12/old-south-meeting-

house-belfry-ring-once-again 

After A Century of Silence, Boston’s Old South Bell Rings 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VdeTiW--a4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VdeTiW--a4
http://www.bookfinder.com
mailto:bettymalesky@cox.net
http://www.rootsweb.com/~azgvgs/
http://www.wbur.org/people/curt-nickisch
http://radioboston.wbur.org/2012/01/12/meeting-house-belfry
http://radioboston.wbur.org/2012/01/12/meeting-house-belfry


 

PAGE 30 THE PASTFINDER  VOLUME 31 ,  ISSUE 3  

CORN-HOG Reduction Contract Statement—Jackson Township 
(This is a continuation of various townships in Ashland County from previous newsletters beginning with the August edition 2005).  

The following is a statement of basic information on corn acreage and hog production submitted by individual producers of 

Ashland county who have signed contracts under the 1934 Corn-Hog Production Adjustment Program of the Agricultural Ad-

justment Administration.  The farmer was not to harvest any crop of any kind in 1934 on the land which he had agreed to 

leave idle. He could not pasture idle land. The purpose of this program was to increase prices for corn and hogs.   

 

Jackson Township Committee members—Eldon SIGRIST, E.D. DICKINSON, B.O. BUCKLEW. 

 
     Acres in    Acres Acres Contracted    Litters         Litters      Hogs      Hogs  Feeder     Feeder 

     Farming    Corn Corn    Acres  Farrowed     Farrowed    Produced    Produced  Hogs      Hogs 

        Unit    1933 1932    1934         1933  1932    for market    for market bought      bought 

 Name                      1933           1932  1933      1932 
 

Beecer O BUCKLEW 116  7 14 2.1 10 7 57 49 

Frank BETLESKI 119 10 18 4.2   2 2 18 19  2 

Harry B COOPER 174 36 16 5.2 11 7 50 32 

Guy DEARMON   80 10 14 3.6 16 20 110 156 

Ray DEARMON   51 85 85    4 6 20 39 

 

Henry DICKINSON   67 10 10 2.0   6 6 49 51 

Milo E DICKINSON 189 25 20 4.5   6 8 58 58 

Earnest D DICKINSON   63   5 5.5    1 2   5 17 1 2 

E.T. EAGLE   80   9 17 2.6 10 4 62 19 

C.F GORTNER 197 25 25 5.0   5 10 25 55 11  

 

Leroy GAST 108 18.5 12 3.1   4   6 31 44 

Harold GORDON   80 10 16 3.0 10   6 67 48 

James HESS 128 12.5 17.5 3.0   4   3 28 23 

Clayton S. HERR 153 16 16 4.0   8 10 24 53 

 

Orren J. HINES   78 10 10 2.0   4   3 23 25 

John KOLAR 165 16 15 3.1   4   5 27 36 

John KEIFFER   74   7   7    2   2 19 41 

Travis B MARTIN   60   8   7.5    5  35 

John L RUMBAUGH 160 22 21 4.3   6   6 40 46 

 

C.M. SMITH   73 12.5 12.5 2.5   1   3   4 12  1 

J.F. SWAISGOOD   73 10   8    3   4 23 26 

Ralph E. SHANKS   70   6 16    2   2 11 15 

John & Eldon SIGRIST 241 28 24 5.2 11 12 45 47  8 

 

John SOKA 110   7   7    1   3   9 23 

Effie SPRINKLE 184 15 15 3.0   3   4 17 18 

C.J. TALBOT   72 10   8    2   2   9 12 

Ervan A. WARNES 160 22 22 4.4   2   3 13 20 

Harry WELLER 104 13 11 3.6   1   2   7 15 8 6 

 

Lloyd WEAVER   78   8   8    4   4 31 33 

Clarence E. WILLIAMS  68 11 12 2.2   6   3 28 16 

Ray LINDSEY 156 22 20 6.3   8   9 34 44 

Townships listed below have previously been published in the  following newsletter editions: 

Clear Creek (Aug 2005) Montgomery (May 2007) 

Green (Nov 2005) Orange (Feb 2006) 

Hanover (Nov 2006) Perry (May 2006) 

Lake (Nov 2009) Sullivan (Feb 2007) 

Mohican (Aug 2006 Vermillion (Aug and Nov 2007)  Information provided by Shirley Boyd 

Mifflin, Milton, Ruggles,  
& Troy townships still to come 



 

  On June 18, 2012 the U.S. recently began its 200th 

year anniversary of the American declaration of war in 

1812.  
 

  We all know OF this war, but do we know ABOUT 

the War?  What did it really mean to a new fledgling 

country of only 36 years old?   Some of us know about 

this war only through the song.….”In 1814 we took a 

little trip along with Colonel JACKSON down the mighty 

Mississip”…. But the War had a far reaching impact on 

the formation of our United States of America and the 

western movement.  
 

 The United States declared War on Great Britain on 

June 18, 1812 and the Treaty of Ghent was signed to end 

the conflict December 24, 1814.  However, because of  

two battles that were waged in New Orleans and Georgia 

without knowledge of a treaty, it wasn’t until February 

17, 1815 that the ratifications of the Peace Treaty were 

exchanged and President MADISON declared the final 

end of the war. 
 

 Though Congress ultimately voted for war, there was 

much controversy as to its necessity.  Both the House and 

Senate were bitterly divided on the issue. This was a very 

political issue. 

 There was much going on in the world between Eng-

land, France, and Britain’s colony, Canada, leading up to  

the declaration of war and all had a play in the happen-

ings of this conflict.   
 

 This war has caused much debate on the circumstances 

that lead us into this conflict, so it is important to look at 

the real reasons why a small nation of less than eight mil-

lion people decided to take on the major world power of 

Great Britain and its 1,000-ship Royal Navy.  This War is 

one of the least understood conflicts in the United States 

history.  It has been regarded as a second war of inde-

pendence, the birth of the U. S. as a global power, and the 

birth of the U.S. Navy. This war gave America its na-

tional anthem, birthed Uncle Sam, and anointed four fu-

ture presidents as war heroes. 
 

   In the War of 1812, the United States took on the 

greatest naval power in the world, Great Britain, in a con-

flict that would have an immense impact on our country.  

In the end,  we took our place among the world’s nations 

to be reckoned with.  
 

 If you have some information on the War of 1812 you’d like to 

see in future newsletters, please let us know.  More information 

will be added in future issues.  

  

  

 THE WAR OF 1812 

 (1812-1815) 
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Sites that have related information on War of 1812 
 

 www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mnusd/mn1812.html  

 www.usdaughters1812.org 

 www.visit1812.com/  

 http://celebrate1812.ca/  

 www.1812privateers.com/ 

 www.thewarof1812.net/ 

 http://go.fold3.com/1812pensions 

 www.societyofthewarof1812.org/ 

 www.ottawacitizen.com/life/America+went+1812/6797154/story.html - ixzz20KfUEEZm 

 WAR OF 1812 TIMELINE:  http://alastairsweeny.com/1812/index.php/War_of_1812_Timeline_-_1812 

 www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/The-10-Things-You-Didnt-Know-About-the-War-of-

1812.html 

The U.S. flag of 1812 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mnusd/mn1812.html
http://www.usdaughters1812.org/home.html
http://www.visit1812.com/
http://celebrate1812.ca/
http://www.1812privateers.com/
http://www.thewarof1812.net/
http://go.fold3.com/1812pensions
http://www.societyofthewarof1812.org/
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/life/America+went+1812/6797154/story.html#ixzz20KfUEEZm
http://alastairsweeny.com/1812/index.php/War_of_1812_Timeline_-_1812
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/The-10-Things-You-Didnt-Know-About-the-War-of-1812.html
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history-archaeology/The-10-Things-You-Didnt-Know-About-the-War-of-1812.html
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DID YOU KNOW   ? ? ? 
 

 That - At the following website is a nice 13 minute 

video on the Mohican State Park Valley and a little 

of its history with the Civilian Conservation Corps 

(1933-1942).   
 http://player.vimeo.com/video/407974777autoplay=1 
    

 That  -  As a $45 member of the Hayes Presidential 

Center, you get the benefit of having at-home ac-

cess of HeritageQuestOnline and Archives.com.  

Both of these sites provide searchable databases as 

well as historical documents and newspapers and 

books.  If you’re interested, go to     
 www.rbhayes.org/hayes/joinmember. 

 

 That -  There is an ongoing Project of the Illinois 

State Archives and the Illinois State Genealogical 

Society Illinois for Statewide Marriage Index, 

1763-1900  www.cyberdriveillinois.com/

departments/archives/databases/marriage.html 
 

 That  - DeKalb County, Illinois has placed it’s vital 

records online from the County’s inception in 1837.  

(There are the usual restrictions of age depending on 

the records requested.) They require that you register 

and searching is free, but I believe ordering a record 

has a fee.   www.dekalbgenealogy.com 
 

 That  -  As of 14 Feb 2012 the Pennsylvania Division of 

Vital Records has opened their older birth and death records 

for public access.  They have put online free indexes to help 

access these records.  There is a fee for these records, so 

please review the instructions carefully before requesting 

records. 

http://genealogy.about.com/b/2012/02/21/

pennsylvania-death-index-now-online.htm 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/

community/public_records/20686 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?

open=514&objID=1085804&mode=2 

 

Civil War Veterans Living in 

 Wisconsin Soldiers’ Homes 
*          *          *          *          *          *          * 

 Many genealogists encounter a stumbling block in their re-

search when a Civil War veteran in the family “goes missing.” 

While the loss of the 1890 U.S. federal census adds to the chal-

lenge faced, the partial survival of the special schedule of veter-

ans taken that year, as well as the existence of state censuses, 

such as those for 1885 and 1895 in Wisconsin, can help fill the 

gap. Family historians struggling with such a search should also 

consider the records of soldiers’ homes and broaden their inves-

tigation beyond the range of the missing veteran’s home 

county. Examining just a few sources for Wisconsin, available 

in The Genealogy Center, will illustrate the possibilities for 

discovery. 
 

 Two brief compilations by Bev HETEL provide alphabetical 

lists of veterans drawn, in part, from the state census reports. 

“Civil War Soldiers in Wisconsin Soldier Homes, 1885” (977.5 

H478ci) and “Wisconsin Soldiers Living in Soldier Homes, 

1895” (977.5 H478hea) both identify the unit and state of ser-

vice. It is interesting to note that most men in the 1885 list were 

from outside Wisconsin  
 

 The records of the homes themselves prove the most valu-

able. The usefulness of annual reports is aptly demonstrated by 

Dr. Jeanette L. JERGER’s compilation of them in “Old Sol-

diers’ Home: A History and Necrology of the Northwestern 

Branch National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, Wau-

watosa, Wisconsin, 1864-1900.” Information culled on each 

deceased soldier includes name, company and regiment, date of 

admission, place of birth, age, cause of death or disability, date 

of death, and place of death. An even more fertile source is ex-

emplified by the published “Admission Applications, 1867-

1872, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, North-

western Branch, Milwaukee, Wisconsin” (973.74 Aa1miLj) 

compiled by Leslie E. MILJAT. The applications ledger in-

cluded the veteran’s name, date of application, rank, military 

unit, enlistment and discharge dates, type of disability and 

where received, as well as, in some cases, the veteran’s relig-

ion, age, place of birth, next of kin and their residence. 
 

 A database at Ancestry.com, titled “U.S. National Homes 

for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 1866-1938,” contains 391,000 

entries from the records of a dozen soldiers’ homes in as many 

states. In addition to the dates of admission, discharge and 

death, a researcher may find the veteran’s birth place, last resi-

dence, occupation, religion, burial information, marital status, 

number of children under 16 years, and the name, relationship 

and address of the nearest relative. 
 

 Similar published records are available for soldiers’ homes 

in many states, North and South, and may help resolve a long 

standing mystery in your family history. 
 

 Reprinted from “Genealogy Gems: News from the Fort Wayne Library 

No. 91, September 30, 2011”, an e-newsletter of the  Allen County Public 

Library's Genealogy Center.  By Cynthia THEUSCH 

http://player.vimeo.com/video/40797477?autoplay=1
http://www.rbhayes.org/hayes/joinmember
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives/databases/marriage.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives/databases/marriage.html
http://www.dekalbgenealogy.com/
http://www.savingoldashland.blogspot.com/
http://genealogy.about.com/b/2012/02/21/pennsylvania-death-index-now-online.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/b/2012/02/21/pennsylvania-death-index-now-online.htm
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/public_records/20686
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/public_records/20686
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1085804&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1085804&mode=2


 

 

     +          +          +          +          +          + 
 

OTHER FUTURE 2012 GENEALOGY PROGRAMS 
 

JUL 20-21 Midwestern Roots Family History and 

  Genealogy Conference (Indianapolis, Indiana)  
   www.indianahistory.org/midwesternroots 

 

JUL 21 Richland Co OGS Lineage Workshop 
 

JUL 31-AUG 3  Family History and Genealogy 

   Conference, BYU Conference Center, Provo, Utah  
 http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/ 

 

AUG 18 - Massillon Public Library will by hosting a 

 Genealogy Fair at St. Barbara’s Parish Hall (10am-5pm) 
http://www.massillonlibrary.org/node/80 

 

AUG 29-SEP 1 Federation of Genealogical Societies 

(Birmingham, Alabama)  www.fgs.org/2012conference 
 

SEP 8 Ohio Genealogical Society All day workshop on 

 finding wills and estates, obituaries, cemeteries and more.  

Check their website for more info.  www.ogs.org 
 

OCT 5-7 Image of War Seminar at Antietam; 

Shepardstown, WV   by The Center For Civil War Photog-

raphy)   www.civilwarphotography.org/index.php/image-

  of-war-seminar/seminar-overview-information 
 

OCT 6 - Ohio Genealogical Society’s 2012 Fall Seminar 

    with J. Mark LOWE, CG, FUGA   
     www.ogs.org/fallseminar2012.php 
 

OCT 19-20 - OGS to sponsor a cemetery restoration 

workshop.  This is a hands-on workshop on how to clean 

& repair & reset gravestones. Contact OGS and view the 

video.  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VNkLI_GCJM 

 

OCT 20 - 5th Annual North Hills Genealogists Confer-

ence.– D Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS.  Discover Your 

Roots, Discover Yourself: Bridging the Gap. Hosted by 

North Hills Genealogists (Pittsburgh, PA).    

     www.northhillsgenealogists.org 
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GENEALOGISTS  LAUGHTER 

 Genealogy: it’s all relative in the end 

 Genealogy is not a hobby, it’s a disease!  

 I used to have a life, then I started doing genealogy  

Proposed 

ByLaws 

Change ! 

1940 CENSUS IS ALMOST 100% INDEXED 
 

The 1940 Census is fast approaching completion of the 

indexes.  That means in a very short time the entire 1940 

census will be completely searchable.  FamilySearch.com 

is about 86% indexed (Ohio at 80% complete). Ances-

try.com has about 26 states that are completely searchable.  

The 1940 Census had a population of about 132 million 

people.  When you consider that the Census was released 

April 2, that means that roughly 113 million persons have 

been indexed in less that two and a half months. If you 

have been among those that have been helping to index 

these records, you should be proud of yourselves.  That is 

what Genealogy is all about; the cooperation of each other 

for a common goal.  My personal “HATS OFF TO YOU”! 

FAMILY REUNIONS 

If you are planning a family reunion for later this 

year and would like to mention it in the newslet-

ter, please let us know.  We’d be happy to post it.  

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER BYLAWS 
 

There is a proposal to offer two new lineage societies, 

which are explained below to go along with First Families 

of Ashland County, for a total of three lineage societies. 
 

  First Families of Ashland County (The pioneer  an-

cestor  must have been  in Ashland County prior to 1850) 

  Settlers and Builders of Ashland County (The pio-

neer ancestor must have been in Ashland County between 

January 1851 and December 31, 1870) 

 Century Families of Ashland County (The pioneer 

ancestor must have been in Ashland County between 

January 1871 and December 31 one hundred years prior to 

application year).        
 

This proposal, pending approval, would also change the 

name of the First Families Banquet to the Lineage Ban-

quet that is held every November. 
 

This is notification to all chapter members for the bylaw 

change for Article VIII-E.  There will be a vote taken at 

the next business meeting with chapter members in atten-

dance to approve/disapprove this bylaw proposal.  This is 

scheduled for the August 21, 2012 meeting. 

http://www.indianahistory.org/our-services/family-history/midwesternroots/midwestern-roots
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen
http://www.massillonlibrary.org/node/80
http://www.fgs.org/2012conference
http://www.ogs.org/
http://www.civilwarphotography.org/index.php/image-of-war-seminar/seminar-overview-information
http://www.civilwarphotography.org/index.php/image-of-war-seminar/seminar-overview-information
http://www.ogs.org/fallseminar2012.php
http://www.ogs.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VNkLI_GCJM
http://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/favicon.ico


 

    Welcome NEW MEMBERS -  

 

      We welcome our new members to the  

     Ashland County Chapter of  the Ohio  

     Genealogical Society.  We invite you  

     to make the most of your membership 

     by helping us to input what would be  

     of interest to you.  Submit queries into 

     the newsletter.  Also, forward a copy of 

your 5-gen chart to the Chapter for insertion in their 5-

generation book located in the genealogy room of the Ash-

land Library. Make this your first step in connecting with 

your Ashland County roots.  
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                  ASHLAND COUNTY QUERIES 
 

   Free for all members.…Please limit your query  

   to approx. 35 words.   We are a very active   

   Chapter and have a lot of knowledgeable people 

in our chapter who have much information and are willing 

to share.  Give us a try! Contact us at accogs@gmail.com  

 

 

ASHLAND CHAPTER NEWS 

BOYD, CANTWELL - Researching James B BOYD fam-

ily who followed his father, Thomas BOYD, from PA. In 

1861 property maps,  near Hayesville.  James and wife Naomi 

CANTWELL in Vermillion Twp in 1850 & 1860 Census. 

Trying to document 16 Sep 1865 birth of Charles Calvin 

BOYD. Most likely Hayesville, Jeromesville or near Ashland.  

They were Methodists and moved to Grundy, Missouri abt 

1868; their last child listed in 1870 census as born in Ohio. 

Need added details for application to Mayflower Society.   
   Daniel McMINDES mcmindes@sbcglobal.net  
 

HAY, WIRICK - My husband’s gt gt g.father John (1834-

1864) is buried in Loudenville.  His wife Maria HAY 

WIRICK, buried in Ovid Twp, MI (1829-1878). They had a 

son Emerson, perhaps born in Loudenville??? and believe he 

came here w/ his mother. Do not know Maria's parents nor 

when came to Loudonville.....nor exactly where John is bur-

ied. (they changed the I to a Y after coming to Michigan ap-

parently).   Pam WYRICK pamwy1964@yahoo.com  
 

ADAMS - Richard Burrowes ADAMS, my dad, and Francis 

ADAMS, his brother, was from Mansfield. Francis had a wife 

and son, my cousin, Roger ADAMS killed in the Vietnam.  He 

had a daughter.  Any help you can provide would be appreci-

ated.     Dick ADAMS radams5@columbus.rr.com 

2012 UPCOMING  PROGRAMS: 
AUG 21:  Sweet Shop to Lawyer’s Office (Kastan’s Bldg 

  History),   (Howard GLICK) 

SEP 18:  Men of Erie: Ashland railroaders 1860-1930, (Bill  

 SNYDER) 

OCT 16: Part 4 Uniontown, South side of Main Street (Rita  

 Bone KOPP).    Election of Officers 

NOV 14 (note date change): Annual Lineage Society  Ban-

quet  History of the Britton House Center St. Kyle Von 

KAMP) 

 

DEC:  No meeting 

PREVIOUS 2012 PROGRAMS: 
JAN 17:  Beginner’s to Learn Genealogy  -  Marleen 

APPLEGATE presented a power point program on Getting 

Started In Genealogy. She provided hand-outs in researching  

families and stressed importance of documenting sources 
 

FEB 21: Our Show & Tell program brought out several heir-

looms to share. Members shared their Civil War items, in-

cluding an original Civil War certificate, a knife piece, etc. 
 

MAR 20: Civil War Diorama.  Dave BROCKWAY, Civil 

War Enactor,  brought an 8’x12’ diorama of the Gettysburg 

town and battle arena as it was Jun 23-29, 1863.  He dis-

cussed and indicated where each of the battle troops were 

stationed and how they progressed during the several days 

involved in the battle.  (Mr. BROCKWAY remarked that 

there were over 51,000 injured, 7,000 died, and 3-4,000 

horses    died during this battle). 
 

APR 17: How to Join A Lineage Society.  Margaret CHE-

NEY stressed the importance of reading the rules of the ap-

plication closely.  Each lineage society will have their own 

rules and requirements may vary between the various lineage 

groups.  She encouraged anyone eligible to join a lineage 

society to honor their ancestors. 
 

MAY 17: Where to Find Sources to Apply to Lineage 

Societies’  Marleen APPLEGATE, our Chapter Lineage 

Chair person, did an excellent job of showing us the “ins and 

outs” of the many possible sources of information that can or 

cannot be used to support your Lineage application docu-

mentation.  (We hope you were able to use this information 

to apply for your membership to one of our three different 

Lineage Societies.) 
 

JUN 19: Ashland Business and Professional Women   
Karen McCREADY, BPW President, shared with us their 

creation  in 1930 from the National Federation of Business 

and Professional Women’s Club which was founded in 1919 

as a direct result of the need for women’s skills and experi-

ence during WWI. They have championed for Women’s Pay 

Act in 1963, Red Purse Campaign of 1988.  Their projects 

include scholarships, supporting The Domestic Violence 

Shelter, Inc in Mansfield and Safe Haven in Ashland, co-

sponsoring a girl to Buckeye Girls State,  They have also 

awarded various grants on a local level. 

  The Pastfinder is the quarterly newsletter of the 

Ashland County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society 

and issued  Feb, May, Aug, and Nov.  Remember the 

Newsletter is for the benefit of you, the members.  When 

submitting articles, please be sure the name of the news-

paper, date, and page number is included.  (We always 

want to see our sources.)   Also, your name as contributor 

is requested. Feel free to submit any suggestions for input 

to: Pastfinder Editor, Terry HAUN (AshOGSeditor@gmail.com) . 

mailto:mcmindes@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pamwy1964@yahoo.com
mailto:radams5@columbus.rr.com
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The chapter has many published research aid books pertaining to the development of Ashland County for sale. Visit our 

web site;  http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/ashlandbooks.html ,  print out the order form and mail in your request to the 

address on back page.  

http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/ashlandbooks.html


 

The Ashland County Chapter meets 

the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 

PM in the lower level meeting room of 

the Ashland Public Library, 224 Clare-

mont Avenue, Ashland, Ohio. Program 

is at 6:30, Chapter meeting immediately 

follows.  November meeting is held at a 

banquet location; no December meeting.  

All meetings are free and open to the 

public. Beginners are encouraged to 

come with questions. 

 Join us at Friendly’s Restaurant after 

each meeting for socializing 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE ASHLAND 
COUNTY CHAPTER, OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIET Y  

 

PLACE 

FIRST CLASS 

POSTAGE 

HERE 
Ashland County Chapter 

Ohio Genealogical Society 

PO Box 681 

Ashland OH 44805-0681 

THE PASTFINDER 

The Ashland County Chapter OGS is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization and donations to the Society may 

be deducted at tax time. Your gifts help us buy books for the library, acquire speakers for our programs, 

and provide the means to publish our books. Our new digital equipment and imaging projects would not 

have been possible without your kind support. Please consider a gift above and beyond your annual mem-

bership fee. This helps us preserve the records left by our Ashland County pioneers. 

Ashland Chapter OGS Membership 

 $15.00-Single $20.00-Family (one address) 

Life—$150.00 (S) or $225.00 (F)   

Send to Patricia J. DEANE, Treasurer  
1717 State Route 511, Ashland, Ohio 44805  

 

Membership year is January through December  

Application can be found at our website 

 under the Ashland Chapter link  

Ashland County Chapter OGS  website 

Sheila HELSER, webmaster 

http://www.ashlandohiogenealogy.org 

 Chapter Membership 

Upcoming Programs 

First Families of Ashland County applica-

tions can be printed out from our web site. 

Click on the FFOAC link. August 31 is the 

yearly deadline for induction. 

Marleen APPLEGATE = Lineage Chair  

                                (Application/Submission) 

Carolyn AMSTUTZ = Banquet Coordinator 

First Family Lineage Societies 
(First Families, Settlers & Builders,  

 and Century Families) 

Sally SPRENG  -  mailing of newsletter. 

(Connie DiONNE, Co-ordinater) 
 

07 AUG  (Tues)  7-9 pm   -    Barb HART 
09 AUG (Thurs)  1-3 pm   -    Brenda SPIER 

21 AUG (Tues)  5-6 pm    -     Beth BURNS 

   6:30 pm   -    Program/Meeting 

23 AUG (Thurs)  1-3 pm   -    Teri Keck 
 

04 SEP (Tues)  7-9 pm     -    Barb HART 

13 SEP (Thurs)  1-3 pm   -   Beth BURNS 

15 SEP  (Sat) 10 am-noon  -  Connie DiONNE 
18 SEP  ( Tues)  5-6 pm    -     Beth BURNS 

   6:30 pm   -     Program/Meeting 
 

02 OCT (Tues)  7-9 pm    -    Barb HART 

16 OCT ( Tues)  5-6 pm    -     Beth BURNS 
   6:30 pm   -     Program/Meeting 

20 OCT (Sat) 10 am-noon  -  Connie DiONNE 
 

06 NOV (Tues)  7-9 pm    -    Barb HART 

13 NOV ( Tues)       -     No Meeting 
14 NOV ( Wed)   - LINEAGE  SOCIETY BANQUET 

17 NOV (Sat) 10 am-noon  -  Connie DiONNE 

22 NOV (Thurs) - THANKSGIVING (Closed) 

Library Volunteers 
(Volunteers will be at the library to help with where to 

find things or locate resources in the library) 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Newsletter Mailing 
 

 17 JUL 2012 - Chapter Potluck Picnic at 

Brookside West Park. Bring a covered 

dish to share & own table service and 

drinks. 4-8 pm.  Nominations Committee. 

21 AUG 2012-  Sweet Shop to Lawyer’s 

Office-Kastan’s Bldg  History. (Howard 

GLICK)  Also: Amendment to be voted on. 

18 SEP 2012 - Men of Erie: Ashland rail-

roaders 1860-1930, (Bill SNYDER) 
 

16 OCT 2012 - Part 4 Uniontown, South 

side of Main Street (Rita Bone KOPP). 

  Also: Election of Officers 


