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WHO IS UNCLE SAM AND HOW OLD IS HE ? 

 UNCLE SAM, a nickname given 

for the United States of American, 

was first used in a Troy, New York 

newspaper in 1813. (That would make 

him about 200 years old).  The name 

is linked to Samuel WILSON, a meat 

packer from Troy, New York who 

supplied barrels of beef to the United 

States Army during the War of 1812.  

WILSON (1766-1854) stamped the 

barrels with "U.S." for United States, 

but soldiers began referring to the 

food as "Uncle Sam's."  The local 

newspaper picked up on the story and 

“Uncle Sam” eventually gained wide-

spread acceptance as the nickname for 

the U.S. federal government.   The 

nickname was also found in a 1816 

book, The Adventures of Uncle Sam.  

 Most earlier representative figures 

of the United States (such as "Brother 

Jonathan") were overtaken by Uncle 

Sam somewhere around the time of 

the U.S. Civil War and spread rapidly 

across the country.      

 In the late 1860’s and 1870’s,  

political cartoonist Thomas NAST 

(1840-1902) began popularizing the 

image of Uncle Sam.  He continued to 

evolve the image, eventually giving 

Sam the white beard and stars-and-

stripes suit that are associated with the 

character today. The German-born 

NAST is also credited with creating 

the modern image of Santa Claus as 

well as coming up with the donkey as 

a symbol for the Democratic Party and 

the elephant as a symbol for the 

Republicans.  

 Perhaps the most famous image of 

Uncle Sam was created by artist James 

Montgomery FLAGG (1877-1960).  

(See Above)   In this version, Uncle Sam 

wears a tall top hat and blue jacket as he 

points forward to the viewer.  This por-

trait of Uncle Sam was used during 

World War I with the words "I Want 

You For U.S. Army"  as a recruiting 

poster. The image, which became im-

mensely popular, was first used on the 

cover of Leslie's Weekly in July  1916 

Don’t Forget To Renew Your Ashland County  
OGS Membership For  Next Year. Dues are Due Dec 31 -

Renewal form  and 2013 Banquet Reservation is  
included in this Newsletter for your convenience   
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with the title "What Are You Doing for Prepar-

edness?" The poster was widely distributed and 

has subsequently been re-used numerous times 

with different captions.   

 The image to the right is the cover of the 

November 24, 1876 Harper's Weekly. The im-

age features Uncle Sam with striped pants, a 

long overcoat, and a top hat. In this image, the 

top hat also has feathers.  This image deals with 

Reform of the Civil Service System. 

 In September 1961, the U.S. Congress rec-

ognized Samuel WILSON as "the progenitor of 

America's national symbol of Uncle Sam."  

WILSON died at age 88 in 1854, and was bur-

ied next to his wife Betsey MANN in the 

Oakwood Cemetery in Troy, New York, the 

town that calls itself "The Home of Uncle Sam." 

  While the exact image of Uncle 

Sam has evolved over the years, one 

thing remains constant.  He is a sym-

bol of the best ideals of the United 

States.  From the earliest days until 

today, he has stood for Freedom, 

Equality, and Justice. While as a Na-

tion, we do not always perfectly 

achieve these ideals, Uncle Sam re-

mains a poignant symbol and re-

minder of the goal and objective . . . 

One Nation, Under God, Indivisible, 

with Liberty and Justice for All. 

   Information extracted  

        from www.History.Com 

(Continued from page 37) 

While visiting some cemeteries you 

may notice that headstones marking 

certain graves have coins on them, left 

by previous visitors to the grave. 

  These coins have distinct 

meanings when left on the headstones of those who gave 

their life while serving in America’s military, and these 

meanings vary depending on the denomination of the 

coin. 

  A coin left on a headstone or at the gravesite is 

meant as a message to the deceased soldier’s family that 

someone else has visited the grave to pay respect.  Leav-

ing a penny at the grave means simply that you visited.  

A nickel indicates that you and the deceased trained at 

boot camp together, while a dime means you served 

with him in some capacity.  By leaving a quarter at the 

grave, you are telling the family that you were with the 

soldier when he was killed. 

  According to tradition, the money left at graves in 

national cemeteries and state veterans cemeteries is 

eventually collected, and the funds are put toward main-

taining the cemetery or paying burial costs for indigent 

veterans. 

  In the U.S. this practice became common during the 

Vietnam War, due to the political divide in the country 

over the war, leaving a coin was seen as a more practical 

way to communicate that you visited the grave than con-

tacting the soldier’s family, which could devolve into an 

uncomfortable argument over politics relating to the war. 

  Some Vietnam veterans would leave coins as a 

“down payment” to buy their fallen comrades a beer or 

play a hand of cards when they would finally be reunited. 

  The tradition of leaving coins on the headstones of 

military men and women can be traced to as far back as  

the Roman Empire.  
     Information contributed by Sally SPRENG 

FLOOR: (n) The place for storing your priceless genealogy records. 

COINS LEFT ON TOMBSTONES 

  An early 1940’s home movie of a local rural  

Ashland Co, Ohio family can be viewed at Archive.Org.  

It’s a little over 16 minutes long and shows their family 

members and shots of Mohican Dam/Pleasant Hill, 

Charles Mill Dam, and Niagara Falls.  (Family members 

mentioned are Kent, Emma and Bill.) 

  I urge all Ashland Chapter members to view this  

video if possible.  It could be your family.  If not, and  

you recognize anyone in the video, please let us know.  

We’d love to let some OGS member know of their fami-

ly’s pictures online.   

  Please go to the following website.  However, 

note that in this website Capital letters are important. 
  

http://archive.org/details/6307_HM_Rural_Family_ 

Ashland_County_Ohio_and_Niagara_Falls_ca_ 

1941_01_17_46_00  

 
     Information contributed by Maggie OTT 

Local Ashland Co Family shown in early 1940’s Home Movie Video  

http://archive.org/details/6307_HM_Rural_Family_Ashland_County_Ohio_and_Niagara_Falls_ca_1941_01_17_46_00
http://archive.org/details/6307_HM_Rural_Family_Ashland_County_Ohio_and_Niagara_Falls_ca_1941_01_17_46_00
http://archive.org/details/6307_HM_Rural_Family_Ashland_County_Ohio_and_Niagara_Falls_ca_1941_01_17_46_00
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ERIE RAILROAD EMPLOYEES -  

1911 Ashland Directory 
 

BROWN, Cas  (works Erie RR) rooms 311  Prospect. 

DUFFY, George J  (works Erie Section)  1218 Myers Ave. 

EICHELBERGER, Ira  (clerk, Erie RR)  114 E. Third 

BOHRER, Julius  (Surveyor Erie RR Co)  rooms with Ira 

 GILL, College Blvd. 

CLINE, Wesley   (Erie Section, Foreman)  208 Ohio St. 

CRAWFORD, Roy  (painter, Erie RR)  357 E. Ninth. 

CRIM, Charles A  (clerk. Erie Freight House), rooms 149 E. 

 Fourth 

CULBERTSON, Joseph  (works Erie Section)  144 High St. 

CULLER, F.O. (employee Freight House)  813 Orange St. 

DUFFER, Henry  (works Erie RR)   rooms 311 Prospect. 

DUFFY, George J.  (works Erie Section)  1218 Myers Ave. 

FERGUSON, W.H.  (RR contractor),  807 Union St. 

FOGELL, Forest  (employee Erie Freight House)  403 E. 

  Liberty 

FORBES, W.T.  (night ticket agent Erie RR)  711 Cottage St. 

FREDO Restaurant  opposite the Erie RR station and rear 715 

 Cottage St. 

GARMAN, Oscar, (carpenter Erie RR),  S. Broad St. 

GARVER, C.W.  (mgr Garver School of Telegraphy 125 W. 

 Main)  res. 535 W. Main. 

GERMAN, Harvey C.  (foreman, Erie Section)  311 Prospect. 

GERMAN. Z.T.  (employee, Erie RR section). 311 Prospect 

GUTHRIDGE, E.H. (agent Erie RR)  227 Pleasant St 

HALEY, Arthur N.  (operator Erie RR)   251 E. Ninth 

HOGUE, Willis  (billing clerk, Erie freight house) , bds 149 E. 

 Fourth 

JEFFERDS, W.J. (civil engineer, Erie RR )  rooms YMCA 

JORDAN, C.H. (Asst Section Foreman Erie RR)  107 W. 

 Tenth 

KEETLE, Clifford   (fireman, Erie RR)  403 Ohio  

KERSTETTER, Harry C.  (employee Erie RR)  329 Ohio 

KILHEFNER, John S.  (operator Erie RR)  922 Orange St 

McCRORCK, Wm.  (employee Erie section)  426 W. Erie St. 

ORWIG, H.J.  (flagman Cottage St  Erie RR)  120 W Tenth St. 

PHALEN, Milton A.  (Orange St crossing watchman  Erie RR) 

 726 Cottage St. 

ROSEBERRY, Emanual  (employee Erie Section)  42 W. 

 Third. 

TRAPP, James   (mason foreman, Erie RR)  518 College Ave. 

URIE, Martin E.  (employee Erie freight house)  325 Ohio  

WILSON, J.B.  (billing clerk Erie freight house)  226 Luther  

WISE, Carlton  (telegraph operator Erie RR)  409 Pleasant St 

WOODS, James  (employee Erie Freight House)  rooms 

McKean Bl  8 W. Main. 

 

CLEVELAND SOUTHWESTERN & 

 COLUMBUS RAILWAY  (Interurban Green Line) 

Railway Depot , Vachon Bldg, 25 East Main. 

 

DEAN, Charles.  (Asst Agent CSW&C)   218 W. Walnut 

GRAY, Clarence  (employee CSW&C station)  351 Sandusky. 

HARMON, John H.  (conductor, CSW&C)  223 E. Third 

LONGACKER, Elec. (electrician CSW&C)  bds 57 E. Fourth. 

MICHAEL, Albert J.  (motorman CSW&C)  121 E. Fourth 

MYERS, Frank E.  (president of CSW&C )  726 Center St. 

RICKER, Frank  (prop. News Depot at CSW&C Depot). 121 

 Claremont Ave. 

SWARTZ, Joseph  (agent CSW&C )  132 E. Walnut 

WISE, Albert  (electrician  CSW&C)  Lindale Ave. 

 

ASHLAND & WESTERN RAILROAD EMPLOYEES 

 of Ashland County  -  1911 Ashland Directory 

R.R. Depot and Freight Offices  449 Union St. 
 

AUSTIN, William  (master mechanic A&W) 203 E. Fourth 

BROWN, Carl  (brakeman, A&W)   146 E. Third 

DAGGON, C.H.  (engineer A&W)   216 E. Fourth. 

GEORGE, Theodore Sr.  (conductor, A&W)  722 Cottage St 

GEORGE, Theodore Jr.  (engineer, A&W)  722 Cottage St. 

HOOVER & Co. Coal Co.  (A&W RR yards)  201 W. Walnut. 

HERSHEY, Byron (coal dealer A&W yards) 201 W Walnut 

HOOVER, Charles (coal dealer A&W RR yards)  above 201 

 W. Walnut. 

KISSELL, Thornton  (clerk, A&W freight office)  E.Main St. 

MILLER, George  (night watchman A&W)  337 E Ninth St 

MUTZINGER, C.A.  (clerk A&W)  boards 307 Vine St 

NOSS, T.A.  (brakeman  A&W)  332 E. Fourth. 

OSBORNE, B.J. (freight conductor  A&W) 200 Highland Ave 

RAMSEY, N.P.  (VP. & Gen Mgr A&W). rms at Otter House 

RISHEL, William  (yardmaster A&W )  109 E. Eighth. 

RUBY, F.E.  (employee  A&W)  518 Arthur St. 

SAMPLE, John  (employee A&W)  246 E. Seventh 

SWINEFORD, George A.  (clerk  A&W)  1100 Cottage St. 

VESPER, Ora J.  (employee A&W)  600 Evergreen 

WALSH, F.A.  (auditor  A&W)  129 E. Walnut 

WINBIGLER, Ray (employee A&W freight house)  233 E. 

 Fourth 

(Contributed by Bill SNYDER, a Chapter Member, who has 

researched this information utilizing The Ashland Public  

Library and Ashland Co Historical Society.) 

LISTING OF LOCAL RAILROAD EMPLOYEES 
Researched by Bill SNYDER  

 Erie Magazine of 1938 has some pictures of other local 

employees ; H.D. ADAMS (Chief Clerk), Ida KERR 

(Cashier), and H I ZEHNER (Rate Clerk)  http://

freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sponholz/

eriewstend38.JPG  

 Pictures of Trains in Ashland Co, Ohio  http://

www.rrpicturearchives.net/locThumbs.aspx?id=101742  

GENEALOGISTS LAUGHTER 

1. A Genealogist: Disturb the Dead and Irritate the Living 

2. When you marry, your family tree can become a forest. 

3. I’m not crazy, just almost lost my census! 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sponholz/eriewstend38.JPG
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sponholz/eriewstend38.JPG
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sponholz/eriewstend38.JPG
http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/locThumbs.aspx?id=101742
http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/locThumbs.aspx?id=101742
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FIRST ASHLAND COUNTY 

 SOLDIER TO DIE IN FRANCE WAS 

FLOYD A ARNHOLT 

- - - - - - - - - - - 
Died of Wounds  -  Name Appeared in  

Last Sunday’s Army Casualty List  

Left Ashland for Camp Sherman Last September. 

 

 The first Ashland county young man to lay down his life in 

France in the great world war is Private Floyd A. ARNHOLT, 

son of Mrs. Mary ARNHOLT, who lives south of Loudonville.  

His father, Henry ARNHOLT, is dead. 

 Last Sunday’s army casualty list of 190 names, sent out 

from Washington contained the names of five Ohioans, one of 

whom was Private Floyd A. ARNHOLT, Loudonville, who 

died of wounds. 

 The news brought sorrow to many hearts.  Here in Ashland 

Floyd was very well known.  He worked for some time for 

Less SHOCKENEY and afterward at Palmer & Company’s 

elevator at which latter place he was employed at the time he 

was called into service, leaving Ashland Sept. 23 last with 24 

others in the second increment sent out from Ashland county to 

Camp Sherman Chillicothe.  Between 4,000 and 5,000 people 

were at the Erie depot that beautiful Sunday norming in Sep-

tember when the second contingent of Ashland county selective 

service men departed for camp and the scene was one long to 

be remembered. 

 Among all the brave-hearted Ashland county young men 

who have gone forth in response to their country’s call, none 

was more eager for service than was Floyd ARNHOLT. 

 Happy are the recollections of this Ashland county young 

man, the first of the young men of our county to die some-

where in France in the performance of his duty.  Many touch-

ing tributes are paid to his memory by those who were asso-

ciated with him during the time he worked here. 

 Floyd was in his 27th year, having been born at Loudon-

ville May 22, 1892.  The greater part of his life was spent in 

the vicinity of Loudonville, but in recent years up to the time 

he left for camp, he worked in this city. 

 Besides his mother, Mr. ARNHOLT is survived by three 

brothers and four sisters.  After leaving Camp Sherman, Mr. 

ARNHOLT was with Company A, 347th U.S. Engineers at 

Camp Pike, Arkansas and in April he went to France. 

 Under date of April 26, in a letter to Miss Elizabeth 

STRICKLING of East Ninth street, Ashland, he said:  

 “I will try and write you a few lines this long afternoon in 

France.  This is surely a fine day here.  We had some long 

ride over here and I enjoyed it very much.  That is sure some 

water between us, but I don’t think I will ever forget the girl I 

left behind me. Ha.ha. This is a beautiful place where I am 

now, and the French people are as kind as they can be to us, 

if we could only understand what they are talking about.  But 

I know a little already and know when I get back I can talk a 

little French to you.  I wrote home last night, but it will be a 

long time until I get an answer for I know it is a long way to 

the good U.S.A.  We are all well and I hope when these few 

lines get there, you will be all the same.  I am at the 

Y.M.C.A. building and it is so crowded that I can hardly 

write for this is the first chance we have had and everybody 

is busy.  Well there is not very much to tell, so I guess I will 

close in hopes that you will get it all right for if it gets lost in 

that big pond, goodbye.” 
Ashland Times Gazette, Wednesday, July 24, 1918 

Page 1, column 1, section 2 

Submitted by Barbara HART 

SEVERELY BURNED 
Louis LACEY Sustains Peculiar Accident at Hess  & Clark 

Plant — Injured Youth Taken To Hospital 

  

 Louis LACEY, the sixteen-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. 

J.C. LACEY was severely burned in a peculiar accident last 

Friday afternoon, at the factory of HESS & CLARK, where he 

has been employed. 

 It is understood that the accident was caused by someone 

pouring gasoline upon the chair where he would sit down.  He 

thought the fluid was water and nothing was said in regard to 

the matter.  Soon afterwards, however, he lighted a match on 

his trousers and they immediately burst into flames.  The fire 

was extinguished by fellow employees as quickly as possible, 

but not before the lad had been severely burned.  He was taken 

to his home and later to Samaritan Hospital.  His suffering was 

intense for the reason that an opiate could not be administered 

on account of his weak heart.  Although his injuries are quite 

serious, he is reported to be resting quite easily but it will be 

some time before he will be fully recovered. 
Ashland Times Gazette, Wednesday, July 24, 1918 

Page 1, column 2, section 2 

Submitted by Barbara HART 

MRS. SARAH CONN 
 

   Widow of Enoch CONN, Dies at 

Home Near Mifflin  

 Funeral Services at  

Chestnut Grove Church 

 

 At the late home near Mifflin 

last Friday morning, death came to 

Mrs. Sarah CONN, aged 69 years, 

widow of the late Enoch CONN, 

and mother of William Byron and Charles CONN of Mansfield,  

Amos of Toledo; Marion of New York City; George of Flint, 

Mich; Ivan of U. S. Army and Mrs. Thomas BARTLEY of  

Widowville. 

 Funeral services conducted by the Rev. B.V. HOOVER 

were held at the Chestnut Grove church Sunday afternoon, July 

21, at 2 o’clock.  Interment was made in the cemetery there. 

 
Ashland Times Gazette, Wednesday, July 24, 1918 

Page 1, column 3, section 2 

Submitted by Barbara HART 
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Death of Elzie FRIDLINE:   

Funeral  Thursday Afternoon  -   

 Elzie FRIDLINE passed away 

at the Massillon Hospital at 3:15 

o’clock Tuesday afternoon.  The 

remains were brought to this city 

and taken to the home of his fami-

ly, No. 544 Carroll street, where 

the funeral services will be con-

ducted by the Rev. Arthur  H. 

SMITH, pastor of the Trinity Lu-

theran Church, at 2:30 o’clock 

Thursday afternoon.  Deceased 

had been in poor  health for the 

past four years.  He was aged forty

-seven years last November and is 

survived by his wife and ten chil-

dren  —  four sons and six daugh-

ters.  He also leaves four brothers 

and one sister.  He had lived in 

Ashland county practically all his 

lifetime.  He was a member of the 

Church of God at Reedsburg, 

Wayne county. 

 

CARL COATES  -  Found Dead 

Sitting in Chair at Arlington Ho-

tel Thursday Morning —  Death 

Due to Heart Disease 

 Carl COATES, aged about six-

ty years, was found dead by Reuben 

H. GATES in the front room of the 

Arlington Hotel, on West Main 

street, at 9:30 o’clock this Thursday 

morning.  Mr. COATES had been 

employed for sometime at the  

Arlington and when last seen alive 

at about 9 o’clock Wednesday 

night, he was apparently in his usu-

al health.  He was found dead in a 

chair, but how long he had been 

sitting there no one knows.  He had 

his hat on and his handkerchief was  

 

on the floor at his side. 

 Deceased has lived in Ashland 

for about twenty years.  He leaves 

a wife, who has been employed in 

Galion, two or three sons and sev-

eral brothers and sisters, nearly all 

of whom reside out of the city.  

He was at one time a splendid mu-

sician and for sometime was en-

gaged as a band teacher.  He 

played in the Ashland band for 

quite a long period.  He at one 

time conducted a hotel at Sullivan, 

and later came to Ashland where 

he was connected with the old 

Park Hotel.  Still later he was em-

ployed at the Otter and for some 

time past has been working at the 

Arlington. 

 No arrangements will be made 

for the funeral until his wife ar-

rives this afternoon from Galion. 

 

Death of Wm. MUNDORF: 

Funeral Saturday Afternoon  — 

 William MUNDORF, brief 

mention of whose death was made 

in the Times-Gazette of Wednes-

day afternoon was aged forty-six 

years, 7 months and 12 days.  He 

died at 2:45 o’clock Wednesday 

afternoon at the family home on 

Phillips avenue.  Besides his wife, 

he is survived by three sons, also 

his mother, three sisters and two 

half sisters.  Funeral services at 

the house Saturday afternoon at 2 

o’clock Eastern time.  Rev. Dyoll 

BELOTE, of Ashland College 

Chapel officiating.  Interment in 

Ashland Cemetery. 

 

 

 

Youth Drops Dead — 

 Paul BOTTLING, nineteen years 

old, dropped dead while being pur-

sued by a policeman early Tuesday 

morning at Mansfield.  BOTTLING 

had made a remark to Policeman 

EWALD who had been called to a 

fight near the business section.  He 

then started to run, pursued by 

EWALD.  He had gone less than 

two blocks when he fell.  Heart trou-

ble was the cause of death. 

 

Died Saturday Night —  

 Carl GATES, aged about fifty-

five years, died at shortly after 9 

o’clock Thursday night in Samaritan 

hospital.  Death was due to paraly-

sis.  Deceased had been engaged in 

painting bridges for the commis-

sioners in Ashland county.  His re-

mains are now at SHAW & 

SWINEFORD’s undertaking rooms 

awaiting information from relatives 

for final disposition.  Relatives have 

been communicated with. 

 

Another Veteran Dies —  

 William HIGGINS, aged seventy

-four years, a well-known farmer of 

Richland county and a civil war vet-

eran died at his home in Jackson 

township Tuesday morning.  He 

enlisted in Company I of the 120th 

O.V.I. and during his services took 

part in a number of notable battles.  

In the Red River Expedition he was 

captured by the rebels and confined 

in the rebel prison at Fort Worth, 

Texas for thirteen months.  He was 

married December 23, 1875 to Miss 

Sarah MATTHEWS of Lakeside, 

who died in 1912. 
   Contributed by Barb HART 

Miscellaneous Obits from  

The Ashland Times Gazette, Wednesday, June 24, 1914 
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     One of our Chapter members,  Brenda SPIER, has some pictures she would like to find a proper home for.   They were 

pictures from her mother, Catharine Mae (NEFF) CLARK,  picture albums.   Some of them have names on them; some do not.  

If you recognize a family member or would like to have them, contact  Brenda SPIER at  spirit60@ohio.net   

LOCAL PICTURES NEED A HOME 

PAGE 42 VOLUME 32 ,  ISSUE 4  

Mowery Studio,  Ashland,  Ohio  Unknown  -  At Christmas Ralph & Virginia  TIEMAN  

Lois and Donna Kay MAXHEIMER  -  April 1941 

Suzanne BROWN, 

Roger SIMMONS, 

Julie LOVE   

 Aug 1941 

Roger ( 3yr)  -  Aug 1941 

mailto:spirit60@ohio.net
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   This year continues our journey as we follow the Battery D First Ohio Light Artillery from Ashland, 

Ohio throughout their involvement in  the Civil War.  Thanks to Dave BROCKWAY, a member of our 

local OGS Chapter and a Civil War Re-enactor, for bringing this to us.  

 In previous issues we have been following the deeds 

of 26 men from Ashland County, Ohio in the Union ar-

my.  They, along with 50 others, were known as Battery 

D, 1st Ohio Light Artillery.  In 1863 they were in two 

different army groups and consisted of eight cannon.  

(Please remember army groups were named after rivers 

in the Union Army).  Last time we followed the Newell 

Section of Battery D, or two cannon through their ser-

vice with the Army of the Cumberland.  This time we 

will follow six cannons of the 23rd Corp in the Army of 

the Ohio. 

     President LINCOLN was very insistent in getting the 

Army of the Ohio into Tennessee to help the Army of 

the Cumberland which had fallen back to Knoxville.  

The Army of the Ohio was not a huge fighting machine 

as the others, and most of their men were new recruits.  

But, into Knoxville they went.  Their first duty was to 

secure their rear area where the Confeder-

ates held Cumberland Gap.  Battery D with 

the 23rd Corp marched to the Gap and 

helped secure the edifice where they helped 

recapture their original six 6-pounder brass 

cannons that were taken from them when 

they surrendered at Munfordville, Kentucky.  

They could identify them because the Con-

federates had no way of making the kind of ammunition 

that was in the Caissons.  The ammunition was made in 

the North and no other 6-pounders had been captured.  

Also 2,300 prisoners were taken along with six other 

pieces of artillery. 

 Now the question was, how to help drive General 

BRAGG’s Confederates out of Chattanooga?  Union 

General BURNSIDE, now in command of the Army of 

Ohio began moving in that direction.  At this particular 

time Battery D was attached to the Cavalry Brigade.  By 

the second of November, 1863 they were at Marysville, 

Tennessee.  Fifteen miles south of Knoxville and on the 

7th they fell back to Rockford.  Here on November 14 

the Confederate Cavalry attacked early in the morning.  

The Union Cavalry, along with Battery D, formed line of 

battle to enable the wagon trains and camp equipment to 

retreat to Knoxville.  Battery D stayed on the skirmish 

line till the enemy was within 100 yards; so close that 

the trails of the guns had to be raised to fire the last 

rounds of canister down the hill.  It was a very close en-

gagement with the guns barely escaping.  Firing as they 

retreated was the order of the day because of the slow-

ness of the wagon train.  However, they were able to 

make it to the hills just across the river from Knoxville 

by evening and there they held the enemy in check. 

 The opposition force was that of General LONG-

STREET which was brought from Virginia to help win 

the Battle of Chickamauga.  He was under the command 

of General BRAGG at the time and, as always after the 

battle, BRAGG had to blame someone for any type of 

failure that could be thought of.  After the Confederates 

had forced the Union forces back to the Chattanooga 

trenches and couldn’t destroy them, the bickering began.  

So when the pressure from The Army of the Ohio started 

moving toward Chattanooga from Knoxville, LONG-

STREET was more than happy to leave BRAGG’s com-

mand to deal with it.  LONGSTREET had hoped his 

Cavalry could get behind the 23rd Corp and capture 

Knoxville before they could entrench.  But, the Union 

Cavalry with Battery D had stopped them 

just in time. 

 General GRANT had taken over com-

mand back in Chattanooga.  He brought 

General SHERMAN’s Army from Missis-

sippi and a portion of General MEAD’s Ar-

my of the Potomac from Virginia to break 

BRAGG’s lines and lift the siege.  After this, 

he sent troops toward Knoxville to help the Army of the 

Ohio.  LONGSTREET had Knoxville surrounded for 

two weeks looking for a good location to attack.  Our 

Battery was still posted on the south side of the river 

overlooking the town.  This was a very important loca-

tion as they could see for miles.  (The location can still 

be seen today.  It is called Fort Higley.  Today there is a 

condominium upon the hill, but the fort and some of the 

trenches have been preserved).  Upon hearing that re-

enforcements from Chattanooga were on the way, 

LONGSTREET knew he had to attack soon or be out 

numbered.  So on November 30, LONGSTREEET at-

tacked at an angle point in the Union fortifications called 

Fort Sanders.  This was across the river from Battery D.  

The Battery helped in stopping this attack, sending many 

shells across the river.  LONGSTREET’s official report 

mentioned the guns to the south as being very well 

served.  After a day of cleaning the dead and wounded 

from the area LONGSTREET began planning his return 

to Virginia.  There was no way he could get back to 

BRAGG’s men, so back through eastern Tennessee was 

his line of march. 
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 On December 7 Battery D 

placed all the remaining ammunition 

for 3” guns in their chests and off after 

the retiring enemy they went.  They 

had eight horses per gun and caisson, 

but the horses were so weak they could 

barely pull the guns.  Many of the men 

were without shoes.  They had been 

paid but there was nothing left within 

50 miles that could be purchased.  It 

would be a very trying time for the 

Battery. 

 Next time we will follow the 

Battery to Strawberry Plains.  This is 

the very place where they had de-

stroyed the river bridge six months 

earlier. 

LETTERS TO SANTA CLAUSE   

Ashland Times Gazette  

 23 December,  1938 
 

 

 

Dear Santa, I have been a good little boy.  I would like to 
have a stock farm.  Charlie McCarthy, a train that winds 
up, also a pair of overalls.  I have been a good little boy of 
seven years. — your little friend, Jack KANE, Arch Street 
 

Dear Santa,  I am a good little boy.  I live on Orange 
street.  Please send me a pop gun, Scooter and set of 
ABC blocks, also a set of Ten Pins  — Your little friend, 
Glen McLEMENS (p.s. Please don’t forget my teacher) 
 

Dear Santa, I am four years old.  Please bring me a pair 
of bunny slippers, a tractor and a road scraper, a dump 
truck and some candy and oranges.  Please remember 
the poor boys and girls.  Take them something nice.  I 
stay with Grandma so you can either leave my things 
there or at home.  — Your little boy, Marvin Dean DeAR-
MON, Polk. 
 

Dear Santa , I am a little girl four years old.  I have been a 
good girl all year.  Please  bring me a chair and table set, 
drum, house slippers, bathrobe, set of dishes, sweater,  
 

and a lot of candy, nuts and oranges.  Please don’t forget 
my little sister, Barbara.  She wants the same as I do.  
Will be looking for you and will go to bed early.  —  Your 
little Pal, Connie GEARY, R.D. #2 
 

Dear Santa Clause,  I am a little boy seven years old and 
in the first grade at school.  I should be in the second 
grade, but I had scarlet fever last year and had to miss 
half a year.  But I am getting a lot of good grades this 
year.  I would like to have you bring me a tool box, Donald 
Duck game, flashlight, farm set, airplane and house slip-
pers, candy, nuts and oranges.  My little brother is three 
years old.  He had scarlet fever too.  He would like a sled, 
flashlight, farm set, tool box, and house slippers, nuts, 
candy and oranges.  Don’t forget the sick and poor chil-
dren.  Will go to bed early.  —  Lots of love Santa, David 
and Ronald BAUM, 1348 Orange Road.  P.S. Don’t be 
afraid of Trixie, she just barks, she won’t bit you. 
 

Dear Santa, I have been a very good little boy and so has 
my littler neighbor girl.  We would like to have a pair of ice 
skates, a teeter-totter and a sled.  Donna wants a Shirley 
Temple doll and I want a Bob Burns horn.  We will leave 
hot chocolate on the table for you.  Your little friends, 
Charles and Donna CALHOUN, Savannah, Ohio 

 

Contributed by Brenda SPIER 
Ashland Times Gazette, 23 Dec 1938 (pg 16, Col 4) 

The 1864 Poe Map, drawn to show the Union and Confederate positions around Knoxville with Fort Higley 
and surrounding landmarks are marked for clarity. 

 Captain Orlando M. POE, serving as 

Chief Engineer for the Department of the 

Ohio and attached to BURNSIDE’s Army 

of the Ohio, laid out the fortification of 

this site (See page 9-12) http://

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tnkcwr/

KCWRT/Welcome_files/Fort%

20Higley%20Archaeology.pdf  

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tnkcwr/KCWRT/Welcome_files/Fort%20Higley%20Archaeology.pdf
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tnkcwr/KCWRT/Welcome_files/Fort%20Higley%20Archaeology.pdf
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tnkcwr/KCWRT/Welcome_files/Fort%20Higley%20Archaeology.pdf
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tnkcwr/KCWRT/Welcome_files/Fort%20Higley%20Archaeology.pdf
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DID YOU KNOW   ? ? ? 
 

 THAT -  there is a resource for digital images 

of Michigan death records from 1897-1920. These 

are copies of certificates that were sent to the State 

of Michigan’s Division of Vital Statistics. Users may 

search by surname, given name, county, city,       

father’s surname, father’s given name, death day, 

month or year.    www.SeekingMichigan.org  

 THAT  -  Ashland County OGS volunteers are  

continuing to add local obituary information to the 

RBHayes Center Obituary Database.  During your 

research, remember to check the RBHayes site often 

for newly added information. Their website states 

they have 2.6 million names in their current index 

and growing continually.  We are reminded “when 

you find a reference to the Ohio Obituary Index on 

Ancestry.Com or Archives.Com always be sure to 

click through and go to our site directly for the most 

complete information.  Any corrections or additions 

to original information will not show up on their 

sites.    www.rbhayes.org/hayes/  

 THAT - A new website has recently launched 

called “ID A PHOTO”.  It is their goal to help iden-

tify unknown photos.  They began in May and have 

identified 46 photos  so far.  It is entirely 100%   

volunteer work and rely on the public to help I.D. 

and submit unknown photos.  They can be searched 

by surname, state,  etc.   www.idaphoto.net/  

 THAT - Found a good article on “How to Photo-
graph Tombstones.  We’ve all read various articles 
about cleaning or not cleaning tombstones and “how 
to” take pictures of the headstone, but this one men-
tions the use of distilled water to enhance the images 
which I had not heard of before. www.mytrees.com/
newsletters/nlcenter/20130909/howto.html 

 THAT - The 1915 Rural Ashland Co, Ohio Direc-

tory  is online at Archive.Org.  It can be read online 

or downloaded as a PDF.  http://archive.org/

stream/ashlandcountyohi00unse#page/n7/

mode/2up   

ASHLAND COUNTY QUERIES 
 

Free.….  As a Chapter we have a lot of 

knowledgeable people who have much 

       information and are willing to share.    

        Contact us at accogs@gmail.com  

Ashland County Chapter Publications  that are now 
in Library  — The Ashland Cemetery Book, Orange 

Twp Research Aid, and the Ashland County Birth Rec-

ords, Vol I, II, & III have paid for themselves, so we now 

have them in our library for public use.   

 The Ashland County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical 

Society is proud to be hosting the Annual Lineage Society 

Banquet on Wednesday, November 13, 2013.  This years 

speaker will be Tom NEEL, who will be discussing New 

Englands’ Old Churches, Homes and Cemeteries. Please join 

us to help celebrate the new inductees into the various Line-

age Societies. . 

  This year we will be honoring 19 fellow genealogists into 

the various Chapter Societies - 

First Families   -  5 inductees  

Settlers and Builders  -  7 inductees 

 Century Families  -  7 inductees  

 Don’t delay -  complete your reservations today and mail it 

soon  so you wont miss the celebration of new inductees and 

honoring their ancestors. 

(See the enclosed insert for details on the banquet and 

deadline for attending).   

ASHLAND CO CHAPTER OGS 

LINEAGE BANQUET 

 WITMER - Looking for information to death of David M. 

WITMER March 29, 1876 in Ashland County according 

to newspaper obit.  Research indicates that he was a minis-

ter at the Dickey Church of the Brethren.  However, no 

death record has been found. Research through the Ohio 

Historical Society proved helpful, but not relating to the 

death.   Contact Deanne F NEWMAN, 155 Country 

Club Dr, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236  

  denewman@comcast.net  
 

 CLARK - Looking for burial of Adna(Adnah) S CLARK, 

a Revolutionary War veteran. Born 19 Sep 1765 in Mid-

dlesex Co, CT, Lived in Greene Co, NY and by 1840 in 

Lorain Co, OH (where some of his children lived). Wife 

was Thankful BAILEY, but she may not have come to 

Ohio.  Am descended from Adna through his son, Oliver, 

who moved on to Iowa.  There is speculation that he is 

buried in Ashland Co, Ohio. Any help would be appreciat-

ed.   Lorie BRADSHAW    LorieNYC@aol.com  

 MYERS - Am searching for information on H K MYERS 

(my great great grandfather) regarding his parents.  Father, 

John MYERS was born in Frederick (now Carroll) Co. 

MD 14 Jul 1794 and died in Ashland Co in l868. His 

mother I suspect it is either Catherine SELL or the second 

wife, Catherine LEISTER..  John and Hannah (wife) wor-

shipped at Maple Grove Brethren Church and are buried in 

the churchyard.          

 Contact Susan LUDWICK    kludw77777@aol.com  

http://www.seekingmichigan.org/
http://www.rbhayes.org/hayes/
http://www.idaphoto.net/
http://www.mytrees.com/newsletters/nlcenter/20130909/howto.html
http://www.mytrees.com/newsletters/nlcenter/20130909/howto.html
http://archive.org/stream/ashlandcountyohi00unse#page/n7/mode/2up
http://archive.org/stream/ashlandcountyohi00unse#page/n7/mode/2up
http://archive.org/stream/ashlandcountyohi00unse#page/n7/mode/2up
mailto:denewman@comcast.net
mailto:LorieNYC@aol.com
mailto:kludw77777@aol.com
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 The Pastfinder is the quarterly newsletter of the Ashland 

County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society and is-

sued  Feb, May, Aug, and Nov.  Remember the Newsletter 

is for the benefit of you, the members.  When submitting 

articles, please be sure the name of the newspaper, date, 

and page number is included.  (We always want to see our 

sources.)   Also, your name as contributor is requested.     

 Feel free to submit any suggestions for input to: 
 Pastfinder Editor, Terry HAUN (AshOGSeditor@gmail.com) . 

ASHLAND COUNTY CHAPTER NEWS 

UPCOMING ACCOGS PROGRAMS: 
 

 OCT 15:  World War I, with John MOSER 

 NOV  13 :  Lineage Society Banquet; “New England; Explaining 

Old Churches, Homes and Cemeteries”  with Tom NEEL   

 DEC:  No meeting    (ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS!!!) 

 JAN 2014: "Beginners to Genealogy”, Welcome  

 FEB 2014:  Show,Tell, Brag, Family Heirlooms /Treasures  

 MAR 18,2014: “The Gravestone Guardian” Mark MORTON 
 

OTHER SEMINARS & CONFERENCES 
 

 OCT 12, 2013 - OGS BOOTCAMP WORKSHOP - Marga-

ret CHANEY (9:30am to 4:00 pm)  For the beginner to in-

termediate researcher. This is a fun filled Boot Camp! Lunch 

Provided. $25 Fee  Pre-registration Required.  
     (http://www.ogs.org/events/upcoming.php)  
 

 OCT 26, 2013 - North Hills Genealogists (of Pittsburgh) is 

hosting an all-day conference with F. Warren BITTNER, 

CG, as speaker presenting four lectures . See website for 

more information and registration.   

    http://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/cpage.php?pt=32 
 

 2 Nov, 2013 - OGS, Belleville, OH is hosting an all day 

workshop starting at 9:30 am Researching Your War of 

1812 Ancestors with Eric JOHNSON.  This workshop will 

have plenty of hands-on activities for those looking for their 

1812 ancestors.  http://www.ogs.org/events/upcoming.php  

 

 Nov 16, 2013 - RBHayes Presidential Center to host a train-

ing class on the Internet Genealogy (part 2) with Becky 

HILL.  “How to make the most of the paid subscription sites 

available at the RBHayes Center”.     www.rbhayes.org/

hayes/newsroom/display.asp?id=1319  
 

 Feb 6-8, 2014 - Annual Roots Tech Conference 2014 at  

Salt Palace Convention Center, Salt Lake City, Utah, hosted 

by FamilySearch.  Registration is now open. 

    https://rootstech.org/  
 

 Apr 30-May 3, 2014 - GenEx 2014, 53rd annual OGS Con-

ference, Genealogical Expedition, 30 April–3 May 2014 at 

the Kalahari Resort and Convention Center in Sandusky, 

Ohio. Go to website for more info.  

    http://www.genex2014.org/index.html 
 

 May 7-10, 2014 - National Genealogical Society 2014 

 Family History Conference “Virginia: The First Frontier” 

    http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/  
 

 Aug 27-30, 2014 - 2014 Federation of Genealogical So-

cieites Conference will be held in conjunction with Texas 

State Genealogical Society and the San Antonio Genealogi-

cal and Historical Society. While it’s early for details, it’s 

the right time to mark your calendar      www.fgs.org 

See back page for our meeting location and times for The 

Ashland County Chapter OGS Programs 
  Welcome NEW MEMBERS - 
to the Ashland County Chapter of  the Ohio 

Genealogical Society.  We invite you to make  

the most of your membership by helping us to 

 input what would be of interest to you.   
 

1.  Submit queries to the newsletter. 

2.  Forward a copy of your 5-gen chart to the Chapter 

for insertion in their 5-generation book located in the 

genealogy room of the Ashland Library. 

3. Contact us to let us know what you would like to see 

in the newsletter. 

4. Make this your first step in connecting with your 

Ashland County roots.  

Susan HOBSON LUDWICK 

1005 12th Street 

Huntington Beach, CA 92648 

KLudw77777@aol.com 

(Researching Surnames - 

MYERS, LEISTER, CLARK, 

KOONTZ, POTTER, 

JENNINGS, SHOEMAKER, 

WANSETLER, ENGLE, 

BROSHUR, DAGEN, FAN-

DENBERG, BROSIUS 

Kyle O von KAMP  

Ashland, OH 44805  

 

 

 

  If I have overlooked a new member, or those surnames 

you are researching, please let me know.  I’ll be glad to add you 

and your surnames you are researching in the next issue.   
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Some fami ly ac tual ly  laid out their  p lots  l ike  this  

http://www.ogs.org/events/upcoming.php
http://www.northhillsgenealogists.org/cpage.php?pt=32
http://www.ogs.org/events/upcoming.php
http://www.rbhayes.org/hayes/newsroom/display.asp?id=1319
http://www.rbhayes.org/hayes/newsroom/display.asp?id=1319
https://rootstech.org/
http://www.genex2014.org/index.html
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/
http://www.fgs.org
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The chapter has many published research aid books,  pertaining to the development of Ashland County, for sale. Visit 

our web site;  http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/ashlandbooks.html ,  print out the order form and mail in your request to 

the address on back page.  

Ohio Residents add tax at the rate charged in your county of residence.  Ohio Residents—add Sales tax at the rate charged in your county of residence 

 

http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/ashlandbooks.html


 

 

The Ashland County Chapter meets the 

third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM 

in the lower level meeting room of the 

Ashland Public Library, 224 Claremont 

Avenue, Ashland, Ohio. Program 6:30 

(approx. 1 hour), Chapter meeting imme-

diately follows. November meeting is held 

at a banquet location; no December meet-

ing.  All meetings are free and open to the 

public. Beginners are encouraged to come. 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE ASHLAND 

COUNTY CHAPTER, OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIET Y  

 

PLACE 

FIRST CLASS 

POSTAGE 

HERE 
Ashland County Chapter 

Ohio Genealogical Society 

PO Box 681 

Ashland OH 44805-0681 

THE PASTFINDER 

The Ashland County Chapter OGS is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization and donations to the Society may be deducted at tax time. Your gifts help us buy 

books for the library, acquire speakers for our programs, and provide the means to publish our books. Our new digital equipment and imaging projects 

would not have been possible without your kind support. Please consider a gift above and beyond your annual membership fee. This helps us preserve the 

records left by our Ashland County pioneers. 

 

Ashland Chapter OGS Membership 

 $15.00-Single $20.00-Family (one address) 

Life—$150.00 (S) or $225.00 (F)   

Send to Patricia J. DEANE, Treasurer  
1717 State Route 511, Ashland, Ohio 44805  

 

Membership year is January through December  

Application can be found at our website under the 

Ashland Chapter link  

Ashland County Chapter OGS  website 
http://www.ashlandohiogenealogy.org 

Sheila HELSER, webmaster 

 Chapter Membership 

Upcoming Programs 

 Lineage Society of Ashland County 

applications can be printed out from our 

web site. Click on the FFOAC link. August 

31 is the yearly deadline for induction. 

Marleen APPLEGATE = Lineage Chair  

                                (Application/Submission) 

Carolyn AMSTUTZ = Banquet Coordinator 

Lineage Societies 
(First Families, Settlers & Builders,  

 and Century Families) 

Sally SPRENG  -  mailing of newsletter. 

 

01 OCT (Tues)  7-9 pm         -    Barb HART 

10 OCT (Thurs) 1-3pm          -    Brenda SPIER 

15 OCT (Tues)  5-6 pm         -     Beth BURNS 
15 OCT (Tues)  6:30 pm      -    Program/Meeting 

19 OCT (Sat)  10am-noon     -    Connie DiONNE 

24 OCT (Thurs) 1-3pm          -    Brenda SPIER 
 

05 NOV (Tues)  7-9 pm         -    Barb HART 

13 NOV (Wed)       -         LINEAGE BANQUET 

(See Insert for Registration and times) 

14 NOV (Thurs) 1-3pm          -    
16 NOV (Sat)  10am-noon     -    Connie DiONNE 

19 NOV (Tues)  - No Program/ Meeting  

28 NOV (Thurs) -Library Closed THANSKGIVING 

 

03 DEC (Tues)  7-9 pm         -    Barb HART 

12 DEC (Thurs) 1-3pm          -    Brenda SPIER 
17 DEC (Tues) - No Program/Meeting  in DEC 

21 DEC (Sat)  10am-noon     -     

26 DEC (Thurs) 1-3pm          -    Brenda SPIER 

Library Volunteers 
(Volunteers will be available to help you 

with your research in the library at these 

times) 
(Beth BURNS, Coodinater) 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Newsletter Mailing 

2013  

OCT 15 - World War I, with John MOSER 

NOV  13 - Lineage Society Banquet; “New 

England; Explaining Old Churches, Homes 

and Cemeteries” with Tom NEEL   

DEC - No Meeting 

2014 

JAN 21 - Program designed for Novice 

Genealogists  (Come with lots of questions) 

FEB 18 - Show & Tell of Family Heirlooms 

MAR 18 - The Gravestone Guardian,  

    Mark MORTON 


