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NATIVE OF ASHLAND CASTS DECIDING VOTE IN PRESIDENT 

ANDREW JOHNSON’S IMPEACHMENT TRIAL 

 How many of you over the years as you have gone into the Ashland County Court-

house on Second Street ever noticed the above bronze plaque located in the lobby? I no-

ticed it, and always wondered how someone from Ashland County could have played that 

important of a part in America’s history and yet nothing is known about them. Finally I 

decided to find out how someone from Ashland County would come to play such an im-

portant role in America’s history. 

 Edmund Gibson ROSS was born in Ashland, Richland County, Ohio (which later 

became Ashland County) on 7 Dec 1826 the son of Sylvester Flint ROSS and Cynthia 

RICE. However his family did not stay in Ashland County because Mr. ROSS attended 

high school in Sandusky, Erie County, Ohio. It is here that he met and married his wife 

Fanny LATHROP on 14 Oct 1848. While living in Sandusky he was taught the newspaper 

trade and for a brief period of time would work on a local newspaper before being sent to 

the Milwaukee Sentinel. However, he was not working there for a long period of time 

either as, he was transferred this time to Topeka, Kansas. While in Topeka he would as-

sume the role of publisher of the Topeka Tribune. As in the last two newspapers, Mr. 

ROSS would only be at the Topeka Tribune for a brief period of time because in 1859 he 

then created the Kansas State Record. 

 1859 was a turning point in Mr. ROSS’s life; he became a member of the Kansas state 

constitutional convention between the years 1859 to 1861. It is now the start of the Civil 

War and the state of Kansas plays a major part of the Civil War as a major spark between 

legal and moral issues of slavery. Edmund ROSS enlisted in the Civil War as a Union 

Private in 1861 with the Eleventh Kansas Infantry and by the time he is mustered out in 

1865 he had succeeded to the title of major and was considered by many a war hero. Dur-

ing his military career he fought in the Battle of Westport in which he had two horses shot 

out from under him. Once home from military duty he went back to the newspaper indus-

try as editor of the Kansas Tribune, but that lasted only one year.  
(Continued on next page) 

http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/
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 Native of Ashland Casts Deciding Vote  
(continued from previous page) 

 In 1866, with the sudden death of James H. LANE, the 

war hero, Edmund ROSS was appointed and later elected to 

the position of U.S. Senator for Kansas as a Republican. Mr. 

ROSS served in this position from July 1866 until March 

1871. It is during this time that the boy who was born in Ash-

land County would assume such an important part in Ameri-

can history.  In 1868 President Andrew JOHNSON was 

brought up on impeachment charges for “high crimes and 

misdemeanors”. Edmund ROSS was one of seven senators 

who broke with his party 

and his became the deciding 

vote if President JOHNSON 

was guilty or innocent. See-

ing that President JOHN-

SON was acquitted you 

should be able to guess that 

his vote was against the 

impeachment of our 17th 

President.  There are several 

theories as to why ROSS 

voted the way he did. Some 

say it was political bribes, 

some said it was because of 

their connection from the Civil War, it could also have been 

that he felt JOHNSON was guilty but the punishment was too 

harsh, and yet others said it was just because he genuinely felt 

that President JOHNSON was innocent. Regardless of the 

reasoning, Edmund ROSS was not re-elected as a Senator 

from Kansas.  

 After his unsuccessful political campaign to return to 

Washington D.C. as a senator, In 1872 he ran on the Liberal 

Republican Reform ticket with Andrew JOHNSON as Presi-

dent and Edmund ROSS as Vice President, but just like his 

previous run as senator JOHNSON and ROSS did not win the 

election of 1872.  

 ROSS’s return to Kansas was not a quiet one. He found 

his life in danger and was burned in effigy in Topeka.  Re-

gardless of what was going on around the state of Kansas, Mr. 

ROSS went back to doing what he knew best, the newspaper 

business. This time he created a paper in Coffeyville, Kansas, 

called the Ross Paper, but like all the rest of his previous 

newspapers, his term in Coffeyville was  short lived. The pa-

per only lasted a short period of time as a “cyclone blew the 

building down” and after it was rebuilt the publication never 

revived. According to his obit in the Coffeyville Weekly Jour-

nal the location where the newspaper was located is now the 

location of the Coffeyville City Hall.  

 Due to the extreme dislike of Mr. ROSS of the people in 

Kansas, and the closure of his most recent newspaper venture,  

Mr. ROSS accepted the appointment from President Grover 

CLEVELAND to became the twelfth of eighteen Governors 

in New Mexico Territory.  His term would be for four years 

running from 1885 to 1889. However this would not be his 

last form of service in a government role as between the years 

of 1894 to 1896 he would serve as the secretary to the Bureau 

of Immigration.  

 After his service, Edmund G. ROSS remained in the New 

Mexico Territory and died of pneumonia on 08 May 1907 in 

the city of Albuquerque. Mr. ROSS is buried with his wife 

Fanny, who died in 1899 in the New Mexico Territory, one 

son Pitt, and one daughter Edwinna ROSS COBB in Fairview 

Cemetery, located in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Just shortly 

before his death an individual by the name of General Hugh 

CAMERON from Kansas visited Mr. ROSS and assured him 

that the people of Kansas no 

longer “held any ill feelings to-

ward him”.  It is said that his 

statement greatly pleased Mr. 

ROSS in his final days, for it is 

said that he disliked the idea of 

being an exile. His son Pitt was 

with Edmund at his death and he 

lived until 1925. Edwinna and 

Pitt were not the only children of 

Edmund and Fanny, as they had 

two other daughters and three 

other sons but nothing can be 

found about their lives. The entire 

ROSS family was considered 

pioneers of New Mexico.  

Submitted by Marleen Renee APPLEGATE 

Sources:  

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_G._Ross 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Governors_of_New_Mexico 

 http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=r000445 

 http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=10084 

 http://www.senate.gov/reference/common/generic/Profiles_ER.htm 

Added note to the part ROSS played  in this historical point of our nation  -  In 1896 Edmund G ROSS wrote “History of the Im-

peachment of Andrew Johnson: President of the United States”.  It’s roughly a 190 page book  which is available as a google 

download at http://books.google.com/books.  In the Preface of the book it is said that “little is now known to the...public...of the im-

peachment attempt to remove JOHNSON in 1896.  ROSS played a ... patriotic part...and fit to discuss this period of our history. 
 

Added Note:  John F KENNEDY wrote in his book “Profiles of Courage,” (1956) “that ROSS’ heroic" vote "may well have pre-

served ... constitutional government in the United States."  Also, Jonathan TURLEY (from George Washington University), recalled 

wistfully in a 1999 Wall Street Journal column that for his "selfless act," ROSS was "shunned, physically assaulted and ruined both 

politically and financially." TURLEY had proposed erecting a statue at the Kansas State Capitol of ROSS.  

If you are interested in the genealogy of ROSS, 

Mary Lynn McManus TOLUCHANIAN, in 

1998, has written a book “Descendants and 

Siblings of Edmund Gibson Ross: Updates and 

Corrections” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_G._Ross
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Governors_of_New_Mexico
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=r000445
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=10084
http://www.senate.gov/reference/common/generic/Profiles_ER.htm
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DIED.   On the 28th of January, 1862 at the residence 

of his son, Sage KELLOGG, in Ashland, Mr. Wells 

KELLOG, Esq., in the eighty-ninth year of his age. 

     -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

 His death was occasioned by a fall upon the pave-

ment, when in a very icy condition, by which he frac-

tured his thigh, and though it was properly adjusted, 

and every effort made which surgical skill and kind 

attention could suggest, his advanced age prevented his 

recovery, and after lingering seventeen days, patiently 

enduring his affliction, he passed away to the invisible 

world. 

 Mr. K. was one of the early settlers of this county, 

having been a resident of this place over thirty-six 

years, nine of which he filled the office of Justice of the 

Peace, to the entire satisfaction of the public.  He had 

been an honored member of the Masonic Fraternity 

sixty-five years, and was buried by the Order with Ma-

sonic honors in due form.   At the regular communica-

tion of the Ashland Chapter of Royal Arch Masons,  (of 

which he was an officer) the undersigned were appoint-

ed a committee to draft resolutions expressive of the 

fraternity, upon this melancholy occasion in pursuance 

of which the following were drafted: 

 Resolved,  That in the Providence of God, which 

his so suddenly removed our venerable companion, 

Wells KELLOGG, from as by death, we were again 

admonished of that frailty and uncertainty of human 

life and of the great importance of preparing for a fu-

ture and eternal existence, and while we bow submis-

sive to the Hand that administers the stroke, we most 

sincerely sympathize with the afflicted friends and rela-

tives of the deceased, and implore Divine Grace to sup-

port and comfort them in their bereavement. 

 Resolved,  That in the death of our companion 

KELLOGG, our Order has sustained an irreparable 

loss; the community has been deprived of an estimable 

and worthy citizen, and his family of a venerated patri-

arch, whose kind, genial, and social spirit and long shed 

a halo of joy and happiness around the domestic circle. 

 Resolved,  That the foregoing be furnished for 

publication in our county newspapers and the Masonic 

Review, and a copy be sent to the bereaved family. 
 

ROLLA H CHUBB, Ch’n Comm. Ashland Chapter. 

Jas. M’COOL, Ch’n Ashland Lodge. 
 

Taken from The Ashland Union,  

Wed, Feb 12, 1862, page 3, col  2 

Contributed by Barb HART 

 

 

Death Of John Jacob WILER,  - Aged 101   August 1881 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Mansfield, August 1 - The oldest man in this section of 

Ohio died at his residence on Fourth street in this city at 5 

o’clock this morning.  He was probably the most widely 

know man in Richland county among the older genera-

tion.  For years he kept the famous Wiler House on Main 

street.  He saw Mansfield grow from a small cross-road 

hamlet to a busy city.  He came to Ohio before railroads 

or steamboats or telegraphs were thought of here.  John 

Jacob WILER was born in Herisau, Appenzell county, 

Switzerland, June 4, 1780, and was, consequently, over 

101 years old at the time of his death.  He was the eldest 

of a large family and, like his forefathers for ages before, 

he learned the weaver’s trade, working at it in his native 

country until his sixteenth year, when he bade goodbye  to 

his native land and started for France, where he remained 

two years learning the French language and working in his 

trade.  The succeeding fifteen years he spent in traveling 

through various parts of Europe, working still at his trade 

and seeing the world.  Specimens of his handiwork here in 

the city show him to have been a skillful weaver.  During 

the campaign of Napoleon I he enlisted in the Swiss army 

on the frontier and served out his time of enlistment.  The 

morning after the battle of Leipsic he passed over the bat-

tlefield, the sight of which he describes as most harrow-

ing.  On the 19th day of May, 1817, in the sailing ship 

Bourbon, Captain William GOBRILL, he sailed from 

Amsterdam for America, where he landed at the port of 

Philadelphia on the 26th of August, after a voyage of 

ninety-nine days.  Of 500 passengers and sailors on board, 

105 died of ship fever, and Mr. WILER barely escaped, 

being confined in a hospital for three months.  Upon his 

restoration to health he started to walk through Pennsylva-

nia toward Ohio, with a nephew.  He arrived at New Lan-

caster, from whence he went to Columbus, where he re-

mained a year, coming from thence here, he arrived April 

25, 1819, and after an acquaintance of three weeks mar-

ried Margaret STEYER, whose father owned the tavern 

since know as the Wiler.  Of this house Mr. WILER took 

charge the Monday succeeding his marriage, giving it his 

name.  It is told by Mr. WILER that when he came to 

have his sign painted that he did not have sufficient mon-

ey to pay for his full name, and at the suggestion of a rela-

tive he dropped the name Jacob, and he has been known 

simply as John WILER since.  He retained his faculties to 

the last, remarking to a daughter last evening, “I am going 

home tomorrow.”  He has been failing slowly for ten 

years, but experienced no pain.  His wife died May 25, 

1868, aged seventy-one years.  He leaves three children, 
six being dead, twelve grandchildren, and four great-

grandchildren.  Ashland Times, Thurs, Aug 4, 1881, pg 1 

Contributed by Vera MORGAN KNOWLTON 

EARLY SETTLERS DEATH IN THE ASHLAND AREA 
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HISTORIC ASHLAND: A LOOK AT THE HISTORY OF ASHLAND SCHOOLS 

 These young fourth and fifth grade lads were pupils 

at Osborn School in the picture above, likely taken dur-

ing a recess in 1934. In the background is Holbrook Av-

enue before any houses had been built there. Nearby 

situated between Miller Street and Holbrook is Myers 

Field, a gift to the city by P.A. MYERS and dedicated in 

1929. Today, the YMCA and several practice fields are 

located here. 

When this picture was taken, a baseball diamond with 

an enclosed grandstand behind it stood in the northwest 

corner. These boys had a large area in which to play and 

watch other games being played. One of the fellows ad-

mitted he even learned to play poker under the bleachers 

in the grandstand. 

 Carl URBAN said there was a friendly rivalry by 

the boys with the other neighborhood schools. When 

schools were first built, there was no gymnasium; these 

were included in future additions. At one time there was 

basketball competition among these schools. 

 Osborn School was built in 1925, possibly replacing 

Fourth Street School, which still is in use serving sever-

al Christian-based organizations. 

 One of the houses torn down when Osborn was 

erected was the ancestral home of Jonas and Agnes 

FREER, whose children were Frances, a longtime teach-

er, and Harley. They moved to another house in the area. 

This Jonas was a cousin of the Jonas FREER who lived 

on Center Street and was married to Mary. They had no 

children of their own, but raised some orphaned chil-

dren, as well as Will DUFF, whose mother was a maid 

there. 

This school, together with Lincoln, Montgomery, Arthur 

and Ashland Middle School are scheduled for demoli-

tion within the next five years or so when the new ele-

mentary school and middle school buildings are com-

pleted. 

 Wooden structures called Walnut (Arthur) and 

Pleasant Street schools were razed and replaced by brick 

structures in 1907 and 1911, respectively. 

 Lincoln School was built in the same year. Classes 

for the older students were first in the old high school in 

1914. The first junior high was in the old high school, 

which was behind the one which opened in 1914. Two 

wings were added on either side of this building and the 

old school was razed. McDowell Auditorium was added 

in 1927 between these two wings. Until the high school 

on Katherine Avenue was completed in 1964, the old 

school housed grades seven through 12. 

 Montgomery School was built as a township school 

in 1939 and consolidated many one/two room schools. 

Later, it was taken into the city school system. Many 

additions have been added to these buildings. 
Reprinted with Betty PLANK’s permission 

Originally Published: February 15, 2014 

Do you  

Recognize  

any of  

these  young 

boys  from 

1934? 



 

 

VOLUME 33 ,  ISSUE 2  THE PASTFINDER  PAGE  17    

Ashland Railroad Men  1917 City Directory 

Lorain, Ashland & Southern Railroad Employees 
(cont’d from previous issue) 

 

SAMPLE, Miller  (brakeman) bds 242 E Seventh St 

SAMPLE, Paul  (fireman) bds 242 E Seventh St 

SCOTT, Howard W  (Roadmaster)310 E Main St. 

SHAVER, Lloyd T.  (Yardmaster) 242 Vine St. 

SHAW, J.E.  (engineer)  rms 101 E. Main St. 

SHEARER, Gaylord  (employee) 320 W Liberty 

SHEETS, David S.  (brakeman) no address. 

SLAVIN, Joseph J.  (dispatcher) 713 Quarry St 

SMITH, George  (fireman) rms 534 Church St. 

SMITH, Raymond  (boilermaker) rms 286 Cleveland Ave. 

SPIKER, C.J.  (engineer)  no address. 

STAPELTON, J.A.  (conductor) no address 

STARK, Clem R.  (brakeman)  317 Ohio St. 

STARRITT, George (employed) rms 101 E Main St. 

STIGER, Edward  (fireman)  bds 24 E Third St. 

STONE, Elza  (employee)  818 Union St. 

STRICKLING, Thaddeus S.  (checker)  313 E. Ninth St. 

STRINE, Wayne C.  (employee)  410 E. Ninth St. 

SWERINGEN, Alvah W. (Railroad police) 138 W Twelfth  

TRUXELL, Lloyd  (engineer)  602 W. Main St. 

VAN SWERINGEN, Alvah (watchman) Cottage St 

WHALEN, William (employee) rms 286 Cleveland Ave. 

WHITMORE, Ray A. (employee) 218 Vine St. 

WILLIAMS, Joseph (machinist) no address. 

WILSON, Robert J.  (machinist).  25 E. Eighth St. 

WOLF  R.B.  (engineer)  Union St. 
 

Erie Railroad Employees 
 

Erie RR Passenger Station   Cottage & Erie RR. 

Freight Depot Erie Ry    615 Church St. 

AUKEREMAN, D.T.  (section foreman) 8th and Buckeye  

BLAZER, J. Frank (chief clerk Freight Depot) 335 E. 

Main 

BRIGHT, Cyrus, (checker, Freight Depot)  R.D. 6 

BRIGHT, Judson,  (employee Freight Depot)  R.D. 6 

BUMS, Howard T.  (Yard clerk)  316 Union St 

BUMS, Joseph  (Conductor)  316 Union St. 

CARVER, Elmer E.  (employee)   801 Arch St. 

CHARLETON, Edward P. (ticket clerk) 224 College Ave. 

CLARK, Dow J.  (rate clerk)     27 E. Main St. 

CREVELING, Joseph  (trucker)     Nankin, Ohio 

CREVELING, Weldon  (trucker)  209 E. Washington St. 

CULBERTSON, Harry W.  (trucker)   R.D. #3 

CULBERTON, Joseph  (employee)   1003 Cottage St. 

DAVIS, Leslie N.  (section foreman)  411 E. Ninth St. 

DEUTSCH, Rudolph,  (employee)   123 W. Tenth St 

DICKSON, M.E.  (fireman)  bds 24 E Third St. 

DUFFNER, Henry C.  (checker)  835 Arch St. 

ENGLE, Guy  (warehouse foreman)  R.D #8 

FERGUSON, Lawrence L.  (checker)    Mifflin Rd. 

FRARY, Leslie, (employee)   1200 Myers Ave. 

GARVER, C.W.  (mgr, Western Union Telegraph office)  

535 W. Main St. 

GREEN, Charles S.  (brakeman)  124 W. Tenth St. 

GRINDLE, Eugene K.  (employee)  719 Grant St. 

HALEY, Arthur N.  (employee)   406 E. Ninth St. 

HARTZEL, Frank  (employee)   923 College Blvd. 

HARVOUT, Louis  (trucker, Freight Depot)  no address. 

HILL, James   (engineer)  bds 24 E Third St. 

HOWITH, Louie  (employee)  1232 Myers Ave. 

KERR, Ida A. Miss  (billing clerk)  411 Cottage St. 

KLUTZ, George   (sectionman)   bds 1017 Elm 

KROZIER, Joseph  (laborer)   bds 1109 Elm  

LEBER, Frank  (section man)  1109 Elm 

LONG, Samuel A.  (section foreman)  1017 Arch St. 

LYBARGER, Walter  (trucker)  357 E. Fourth St. 

OVERLY, Norris F. (cashier,Frt depot)  bds w\ B.ANDERSON 

PARR, R.S.  (flagman)   rms 286 Claremont Ave 

PEDERSON, Oberg (claim agent) cor. Ohio & Myers Ave 

PETERS, W. Howard (freight-passenger agent) 421 Vine St. 

PHALEN, Milton A (crossing flagman) 774 W Thirteenth 

St. 

PITTENGER, Arthur W. (baggageman)  401 Erie St. 

PRICE, Glenn H.   (brakeman)   372 Cottage St. 

PRIM, Merhl E.  (employee)   357 E. Ninth St. 

ROWE, D.F.  (employee)   bds 372 Cottage St. 

ROWE, Fred D  (engineer) bds w/Glenn PRICE. 372 Cot-

tage St. 

SHANK, G.B.  (brakeman)  rms 286 Cleveland Ave. 

SMITH, Frank L.  (employee)   1004 Cottage St. 

SNOW, Howard O.  (hostler)   1036 Cottage St. 

STINEBRING, Dwight  (car inspector)   510 Carroll St. 

STONER, Harry E  (operator- passenger station) 306 

Ohio St. 

TRAPP, Cloyd B.  (employee)    518 College Ave. 

VANZILE, Harry  (employed Erie Frt Depot    bds 248 E 

Seventh St. 

WEILER, Lemuel O.  (employee).  1115 Union St. 
     (To Be Continued in Next Issue) 

 

  (Contributed by Railroad researcher, Bill SNYDER) 

LISTING OF LOCAL RAILROAD EMPLOYEES 
Researched by Bill SNYDER  

—— THERE’S A FINE LINE BETWEEN A PACKRAT AND A SERIOUS FAMILY HISTORIAN  —  — 
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SHOOTING DEER 

And Wild Turkeys in Ohio Back in Early Days - Native 

of Ashland County Tells of Experiences. 

———— 
 Among the natives of Ashland county who have 

passed the 80th milestone of life’s journey is Levi ROBI-

SON, Rockford, Mercer county, who was born November 

12, 1834, in a log house that is still standing in a field to 

the south of the Lincoln highway, a mile east of the city, 

opposite Arch FINLEY’s home. 

 Mr. ROBISON, who is here on a visit with Frank 

MASTERS, H.J. MASON and various other relatives, 

called at the Press office and told many interesting things 

about life in the woods in western Ohio nearly three-

quarters of a century ago. 

 The old log house in which Mr. ROBISON was born, 

was owned by his uncle, the late John ROBISON.  On the 

4th of September, 1839, he went with his father, E.J. 

ROBISON, to Mercer county to which the family removed 

from Montgomery township.  Three teams of horses were 

used and the trip to Mercer county, six miles from the In-

diana line, took six days.  The journey by rail or auto re-

quires only a few hours now. 

 The ROBISON family moved into the heart of a vir-

gin forest and the deer were thick as could be.   There was 

an abundance of wild turkeys, too, of which latter Mr. 

ROBISON in his time killed some four hundred.  He en-

joyed deer hunting and killed altogether 39.  He has been 

back to Ashland many times and knew many of the pio-

neers of this part of the county.  He has found only one 

person who was here when he moved out to Mercer coun-

ty and that is Justus W. DAVIS of Cleveland avenue who 

was born April 13, 1833, in a log cabin near the site of his 

present residence. 

 Mr. ROBISON says that in 1839 Michael RITTER 

kept what afterward was known as the FINLEY tavern on 

the Wooster road.  A part of the old tavern is still standing 

a little to the north and east of Mr. FINLEY’s present resi-

dence.  It was to this tavern the day after the ROBISON’s 

moved to Mercer county that Jonas FREER and his bride 

and their attendants  - all in the big farm wagon - came for 

their wedding dinner following the marriage by old Squire 

ALLISON at the ALLISON farm house on the Middle 

Rowsburg Road. 
The Ashland Press, Feb 10, 1915, Col 4, page 5 

Contributed by Barb HART 

 

 

 

WEDDED 17 YEARS 
And This Happy Couple Are  

Tendered a Complete Surprise 

 Tuesday evening marked the seventeenth wedding an-

niversary of Mr. and Mrs. Oliver RUMBAUGH, and in 

honor of that notable event, ladies and gentlemen to the 

number of about thirty-five gathered at Mr. and Mrs. 

RUMBAUGH’s home on East Walnut street, and tendered 

them an enjoyable and complete surprise party.  A fine 

luncheon was served and the evening was delightfully 

whiled away in music, conversation and other social 

amusements.  Mr. and Mrs. RUMBAUGH were made the 

happy recipients of a number of very nice presents.  The 

guests departed at a late hour, all wishing the host and 

hostess many more such pleasant returns of the day. 
    Ashland Times Gazette, Nov 30, 1904, pg 2, col 2 

The search for a name 

The search for a date 

Is a search for a person 

Who breathed life into me  
 

Those who’ve gone before 

Those who are still here 

We all relate 

My family and me 
 

This passion, this obsession 

This thing called genealogy 

Is more than just a family tree 

It’s finding those who made me 
 

They beckon me from the distant past 

They beckon me from recent graves 

They come to me in my dreams 

My ancestors talk to me 
 

I need to know where they lived 

I need to know what they did 

The color of their hair 

It’s all a part of me. 
 

This quest to know 

This yearning to find 

It fills a void 

Deep inside me 
 

Today I will search 

Today I will find 

A little more of the past 

A little more of me 

 

By Lauren MAHIEU  

http://genejourneys.com  

"Genealogy, begins as an interest, becomes 

a hobby, continues as an avocation and in 

the last stages, is an incurable disease."  
      Author Unknown  

http://genejourneys.com/author/genejourneys/
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   This year continues our journey as we follow the Battery D First Ohio Light Artillery from Ashland, 

Ohio throughout their involvement in  the Civil War.  Thanks to Dave BROCKWAY, a member of our 

local OGS Chapter and a Civil War Re-enactor, for bringing this to us.  

 As 1864 began, a terrific groan could be felt both in the 

North and South as the horrible slaughter of America's 

youth was about to continue.  As the spring offensive was 

about to begin, a truly historic event took place in Washing-

ton D.C. The overall command of the United States troops 

was given to U.S. GRANT. Many officer positions had 

been given to political patrons over the previous years, but 

thankfully, military thinking was changing. All of the veter-

an troops, our Battery D included, were being led by skillful 

junior officers and the generals leading them had been test-

ed by fire. A better killing machine could not be found any-

where in the world.  

 Battery D had been on furlough for thirty days as a re-

sult of extending their service till the end of hostilities. On 

March 9th, they began their return to the field. They re-

turned by train to Cincinnati, and on to Louisville, Ken-

tucky by the steamship named Major Anderson. On they 

went by train to Nashville, Tennessee where they camped 

until the 29th.  They moved on the 30th to Chattanooga, 

Tennessee and reported back in Knoxville, Tennessee. on 

April the 2nd.  Many new recruits were added to the Battery 

at Knoxville which brought the unit to maximum efficien-

cy. Also Giles G. COCKERILL had been promoted to Cap-

tain of the Battery and was made Chief of Artillery for the 

23rd Corp.  Captain KONKLE had been promoted to Major 

at the Battalion level. Of the new recruits, Jacob ACKER-

MAN, Jacob OHL, and Jacob FREY were from Ashland 

County. (I must tell you also that my relative McHenry 

BROCKWAY was a recruit at this time coming from the 

Cleveland area). 

 U. S. GRANT had ordered every separate Union organ-

ization forward on the first day of May. It was a masterful 

movement conceived by a grand strategist. All was to be 

prosecuted forward till the end of the war. It was prosecuted 

with varying success till the end coming at Appomattox 

Station, Virginia, almost a year in the future. During this 

movement Battery D would be moving with the forces of 

William T. SHERMAN into Georgia.  

 After Confederate General BRAGG was defeated at 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, he was taken from the command 

and replaced by Joseph JOHNSON. They had taken up win-

ter quarters at Tunnel Hill, Dalton and Resaca, Georgia.  

 Battery D, having been resupplied with new guns and 

horses, began their move to Charleston, Tennessee. Here 

they left one section of guns (2 cannon) under the command 

of Lieut. H.G. VINCENT as part of a garrison to guard the 

railroad bridge over the Hiawassa River. On the 9th of May 

the remaining four guns continued to Tunnel Hill where 

they were sharply engaged with the infantry at Buzzards' 

Roost. On May 11th & 12th the Battery was on the front 

line skirmishing with the enemy. May 13th was a very im-

portant day in the Battery's history. A movement was start-

ed to the right behind the lines to get behind the enemy and 

flank them from their protected location. General 

McPHERSON had taken his army through Snake Creek 

Gap trying to cut off the Confederates supplies at Resaca, 

Georgia. Battery D, with the Army of the Ohio, followed 

and went into line of battle on McPHERSON’s left. If you 

were driving down Interstate 75 today approaching the 

Resaca exit you would pass over the exact location that the 

Battery was performing their duty. On May 14th the battery 

fired over one hundred shells at the enemy from this posi-

tion and during this engagement the 23rd Corp made an 

attack that was repulsed with many casualties. The opening 

struggle had been a bloody affair at Resaca. It would be a 

long costly campaign. The next day the third division with 

Battery D moved to the left, behind the 20th Corp and came 

into line of battle to help repulse a charge made by the ene-

my. Battery D was an integral part of the 3rd division of the 

23 Army Corp for its remaining days of service. The next 

morning the Confederate Army was found to be in retreat 

and the 23rd Corp was in hot pursuit crossing the Ostaula 

River on the 17th of May. 

 The next four months would find the two armies in al-

most constant combat that would lead to the fall of Atlanta 

and the re-election of Abraham LINCOLN. We will pick up 

our Ashland boys' adventures here next issue  
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 THE POST OFFICE—Can you imagine a world without 

the post office.  With the financial cuts and troubles 

they’ve been facing, it will be hard to survive.  People are 

using email and social networking for most of their com-

munication.  Fed Ex and UPS have been getting stronger.  

Most of our mail today seems to be junk mail and bills. 

 THE CHECK—Britain has already been trying to do 

away with checks (cheques); their goal is 2018.  It costs 

billions of dollars a year for financial institutions to pro-

cess checks.  Most of these institutions are forcing their 

members to get their statements online (again, an impact 

for the Post Office). They are also pushing paying bills 

online.  Electronic transfers eliminate the need for a 

check. 

 THE LAND-LINE TELEPHONE - Most of us have cell 

phones today that do “everything”.  When faced with 

having to pay for two services, many people are switch-

ing to just their cell phones that have all the features that 

their home phone might have, plus more.   

 THE NEWSPAPER - While most of us today do read the 

newspapers, the younger generation simply do not read 

the hard copy.  Many of them read the news as it happens, 

via one of the online resources.  The rise in mobile Inter-

net devices and e-readers has caused a major shift to 

newspaper and magazine publishers.  Be ready to find 

your newspaper online as a paid subscription. 

 THE BOOK - Again, most of us today prefer a hard copy, 

but the younger generation prefer the e-book. You can 

purchase e-books for less than half the cost of hard-copy 

books,  they do not wear out their “spine and pages”, you 

can easily bookmark specific pages; and “it” remembers 

where you last left off.  You can browse a bookstore 

online (in your P.J.s) and they don’t take up all that space 

on your bookshelf. 

 PHYSICAL MEDIA MUSIC  - Physical media such as vinyl 

records and cassete tapes are going away.  (remember 8-

track).  Since so much of the music today is available to 

download on our “smartphones” for free, why buy a rec-

ord or CD copy. Aslo, iTunes and others provide 

“downloading“ for a small fee. 

(to be continued in future article) 

USE OF DOGS FOR CEMETERY SEARCHS 

 OF UNMARKED GRAVES 
 

Canines trained to alert on specific scents have been uti-

lized in law enforcement, U.S. Customs, the military and 

search and rescue work for some time.  The Historical Human 

Remains Detection (HHRD) canine is a relatively new field 

where the dogs are trained for the search of human remains in 

the ground. This type of training makes it a unique resource 

available as a non-

invasive search form 

for the purpose of as-

sisting in the search for 

historical and prehistor-

ic graves. 

The dog's nose is a 

unique tool that can aid 

in locating burials. It 

can be utilized by ar-

chaeologists who use a 

wide range of tech-

niques to locate historic 

and prehistoric burials. 

The specifically trained HHRD dog is an additional tool that 

can be used with other types of detection. 

Under perfect conditions a trained dog can detect the 

faint scent of a historic burial from a surprising distance.  In 

some cases, the dogs can be 20 or 30 feet away.  The dogs 

wander a given area and when the dog has caught the scent of 

human remains, they are trained to either sit or lay down.  

Their handler then would mark the spot with a small flag and 

off they go searching for another one.  It was noted that warm 

ground temperatures may hamper the detection process.  Be-

cause heat makes the scents rise, it doesn’t remain close to the 

ground for the dogs to sniff.  Cooler temperatures are best.   

To date, much of their work has focused on detecting 

old cemeteries and Native American burial grounds in west-

ern and mid-western parts of the U.S. Occasionally, the dogs 

even get to scent famous sites, like when they teamed up with 

the U.S. Forest Service to search a locale linked to the DON-

NER Party who were trapped in the Sierra Nevada mountains 

in the winter of 1846-47 on their way to California. 

The Institute for Canine Forensics canine resources have 

been requested by cultural resource management firms, ar-

chaeologists, American Indian tribes, construction companies, 

federal, state and local agencies, cemetery preservation foun-

dations and families looking to locate lost family cemeteries. 

More information on the Institute for Canine Forensics, 

located in Northern California, and their Search Dogs and 

Human Remains Detection dogs can be found at their website 

http://www.k9forensic.org/ 
(Thanks to Marleen & Deanna APPLEGATE 

 for bringing this to my attention) 

Institute for Canine Forensics, Legend, A Belgiam 

Malinois, trained HHRD dog 

GENEALOGISTS LAUGHTER 
 

1.Isn't genealogy fun? The answer to one problem, leads to two more! 

2. Pruning the family tree is NOT permitted! 

3.What do you mean my grandparents didn’t have any kids?? 

THINGS THAT MAY DISAPPEAR IN OUR LIFETIME 

http://www.k9forensic.org/
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DID YOU KNOW   ? ? ? 
 

 THAT -  there is a very interesting website that explores 

the many homes of old Center Street provided by the Cen-

ter Street Historic District Association. (Under the 

“Research Information” tab, there are other streets which 

have related home pictures. )        

  www.centerstreethistoricdistrict.org/index.html  

 THAT -  the Euclid Public Library has many resources 

for research.  They have newspapers of the Sun Journal 

back to 1938, but not searchable.  They are in pdf format , 

so you can scroll through them.  They have a few histori-

cal videos to view.  Check out other resources not men-

tioned here.  

http://euclidlibrary.org/research/research 
 

 THAT -  Euclid Public Library has digital copies of 

almost 100 Euclid high school yearbooks from the 1920’s 

forward.  They can be read online or downloaded.  

     http://euclidlibrary.org/research/euclid-yearbooks 

 

 THAT -  Chronicling America is a website that pro-

vides access to thousands of historic newspapers covering 

the years 1836 thru 1922 .  When I searched for “Ashland, 

Ohio” over 3100 images came up (some would be refer-

ences to Ashland, Oh in other papers).  They included a 

LOT from the early newspapers in Ashland, Ohio.  Check 

them out at    http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ 

 THAT - The OHIO NAME INDEX is an online resource 
which currently includes over 156,000 names of Ohio 
people, businesses and institutions whose names appear in 
the books, pamphlets and broadsides printed in Ohio from 
1796-1850, and are listed in the Morgan Bibliography of 
Ohio Imprints. Titles indexed are school catalogues, city 
directories, annual conventions, plus over 400 individual 
titles.    http://morgan.mwa.org/ohionames/ 

 THAT - Found website called the “Fry Family of Ash-
land, Ohio”. Names included are CZERNEK, 
EBERHARDT, FRY, HAUN, MARKEL, OFFINEER, 
PENCE, SISSON.  You might be related or have some 
additional information to contribute. 

    http://fryfamilyashland.com/franklinfry.html 
 

 THAT -  Found a YouTube videos about Ashland, Ohio 

area.  Very interesting to watch. (Thanks to Sally 

SPRENG for directing me to this) (this is rementioned as 

the website link was cut off on the last newsletter)     

  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9NasjpqPC8 

ASHLAND COUNTY QUERIES 
 

Free.….  As a Chapter we have a lot of 

knowledgeable people who have much 

       information and are willing to share.    

        Contact us at accogs@gmail.com  

 Volunteers are needed for our 2014 Nominat-

ing Committee!  In  July we will be convening our 

Nominating Committee for the candidates for new 

Officers and Committee Members for the October 

elections for the 2015 Year.  We will also be look-

ing for volunteer nomination candidates for the of-

fices of - 

 President 

 Vice-President 

 Treasurer 

 Recording Secretary 

 Junior & Intermediate Trustees 

 A new book on Wills, Estates, 

and Guardianship Records from 

Ashland County, Ohio Probate 

Court 1852-1887 is being completed 

as we speak.  This new book will be a 

great asset for research into our probate 

court records.  It will not only list any 

individual with a will/estate record, but it will also list 

any individual who was in a guardianship. Previously, 

one would have to know the actual guardians name be-

fore the guardianship records could be found.  It should 

be available for purchase within the next few weeks. 

 If you have a SmartPhone and have installed one of 

the many Barcode/QR Code Reader Apps, here is the 

QR code to quickly visit our Ashland County chapter  

website.  

Congratulations to the following chapter 

members - Ruth HOSTETTLER, Bob-

bie KERSCHNER, Keith METCALF, 

and Linda METCALF. They will all be 

inducted into Century Families of Ohio 

this year during the 2014 OGS  

conference April 30-May 2.  

http://www.centerstreethistoricdistrict.org/index.html
http://euclidlibrary.org/research/research
http://euclidlibrary.org/research/euclid-yearbooks
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://morgan.mwa.org/ohionames/
http://fryfamilyashland.com/franklinfry.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9NasjpqPC8
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 The Pastfinder is the quarterly newsletter of the Ashland 

County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society and is-

sued  Feb, May, Aug, and Nov.  Remember the Newsletter 

is for the benefit of you, the members.  When submitting 

articles, please be sure the name of the newspaper, date, 

and page number is included.  (We always want to see our 

sources.)   Also, your name as contributor is requested.     

 Feel free to submit any suggestions for input to: 
 Pastfinder Editor, Terry HAUN (AshOGSeditor@gmail.com) . 

ASHLAND COUNTY CHAPTER NEWS 

. 

OTHER 2014 SEMINARS & CONFERENCES 

 

 APR 30-MAY 3 - Ohio Genealogical Society Conference. 

GenEx 2014, 53rd annual OGS Conference, Genealogical 

Expedition, at the Kalahari Resort and Convention Center 

in Sandusky, Ohio .    http://www.genex2014.org 
 

 MAY 7-10 - “Virginia: The First Frontier” National Genea-

logical Society 2014  Family History Conference “” 

     http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/  
 

 JUN 6-8 - 45th  Southern California Genealogy Jamboree.  

Burbank, California    http://genealogyjamboree.com 
 

  JUN  21 - Cleveland Italian Ancestry Organization (CIAO) 

Seminar; Western Reserve Historical Society. All-day semi-

nar on conducting Italian family history at all levels of ex-

perience. Check the WRHS website for more information: 

http://www.wrhs.org/Calendar/

CIAO_Italian_Genealogy_Seminar?A= 
 

 JUN 21 - Genealogy All-Day Workshop “Genealogy Re-

search Logic” at the Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

128 S 7th St, Zanesville, OH Call (740) 819-0676 for  info 
 

 JUN 25-28, - Palatines to America National Conference  

“THE ROAD TO YOUR GERMAN ANCESTORS”. To be 

held in Columbus, Ohio.  Fot scheduling and additional 

information see    http://www.palam.org  
 

 JUL 27-Aug 1 - 34th IAJGS International Conference on 

Jewish Genealogy. Held at Salt Lake City, Utah  

      http://conference.iajgs.org/2014 
 

 JUL 29-Aug 4 - National Convention of the Daughters of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War. Held at Gettysburg, Penn-

sylvania. www.duvcw.org/index.php/national-convention 
 

 AUG 1-2 - Midwestern Roots Family History and Genealogy 

Conference at the Indianapolis Marriott Inn. Exploring Frontiers: 

What Would Your Pioneers Have Tweeted? 

      http://www.indianahistory.org/ 
 

 AUG 27-30 - 2014 Federation of Genealogical Socieites 

Conference held in conjunction with Texas State Genealog-

ical Society and the San Antonio Genealogical and Histori-

cal Society. Mark your calendar       www.fgs.org 

 OCT 10-12 - 14th Annual Image of War Seminar  held in 

Fredericksburg, Virginia.     www.imageofwar.org 

See back page for our meeting location and times for  

The Ashland County Chapter OGS Programs 

 Welcome NEW MEMBERS - 
to the Ashland County Chapter of  the Ohio 

Genealogical Society.  We invite you to make  

the most of your membership by helping us to 

 input what would be of interest to you.   
 

1.  Submit queries to the newsletter. 

2.  Forward a copy of your 5-gen chart to the Chapter for inser-

tion in their 5-generation book located in the genealogy room 

of the Ashland Library. 

3. Contact us to let us know what you would like to see in the 

newsletter. 

4. Make this your first step in connecting with your Ashland 

County roots.  

-   -   -   -   -   - 
 

 Karen HISSONG -  Surnames: SCOTT, DALTON 

 Tracy HISSONG -  Surnames: HISSONG 

 Susan Hobson LUDWICK - Surnames: HK MYERS, 

LEISTER, CLARK, KOONTZ, POTTER, JENNINGS, 

SHOEMAKER, WANSETTLER, 

 Gail CONN WARNES -  WARNES, BROCKWAY, 

FACKLER 

 Diana J WEAVER - Surnames: HOSTLER, IRVING, 

BEEGLEY, WILE, KOPP, MARTIN 

 Marianne WINTERS -  
-   -   -   -   -   - 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO RECEIVING YOUR 5-GEN 

CHART.  And remember, to send queries to the newsletter to 

impact your membership.  
If I have overlooked a new member, or those surnames you are 

researching, please let me know.  I’ll be glad to add you and your 

surnames you are researching in the next issue.   

FUTURE 2014  ACCOGS PROGRAMS: 
 

 MAY 20  -  “Cemeteries Near & Far”.  Missy DERREN-

BERGER, of our Richland Co OGS, will present unusual 

tombstone pictures from all over the world, including local 

Mansfield & Ashland  (including  Mansfield Reformatory) 

 JUN 17 -  Copus Hill; A Tragedy in Ohio History –Debbie 

CARDER MAYES 

 JUL 15 - Chapter Picnic (Brookside West Park) -Nomination 

Committee 

 AUG 19 - The Battle of Lake Erie;Turning Point of War of 

1812 - Craig S. WHITMORE 

 SEP 16 - Pictorial Journey of Ashland Floods of 1913 & 

1969 - Cloyd McNAUL 

 OCT 21 - Chronological Tour of the Holocaust -  Aimee 

YOUNG (Election of Officers for 2015) 

 NOV 11 -  ACCOGS LINEAGE BANQUET (NOTE: loca-

tion change) being held at the Christ United Methodist 

Church. with Roger MOORE as the speaker   Roger is Native 

American Historian & Re-Enactor. and Teller of Original 

Appalachian Folk Tales.  

http://www.genex2014.org/index.html
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogyjamboree.com
http://www.wrhs.org/Calendar/CIAO_Italian_Genealogy_Seminar?A=
http://www.wrhs.org/Calendar/CIAO_Italian_Genealogy_Seminar?A=
http://www.palam.org/
http://conference.iajgs.org/2014
http://www.duvcw.org/index.php/national-convention
http://www.indianahistory.org/
http://www.fgs.org
http://www.imageofwar.org
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The chapter has many published research aid books,  pertaining to the development of Ashland County, for sale. Visit 

our web site;  http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/ashlandbooks.html ,  print out the order form and mail in your request to 

the address on back page.  

Ohio Residents add tax at the rate charged in your county of residence.  
Ohio Residents—add Sales tax at the rate charged in your county of residence 

 

http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/ashlandbooks.html


 

 

The Ashland County Chapter of the Ohio 

Genealogical Society meets the third Tues-

day of each month at 6:30 pm in the air-

conditioned lower level meeting room of the 

Ashland Public Library, 224 Claremont Ave-

nue, Ashland, Ohio.  Program at 6:30 pm 

(approx. 1 hour); Chapter business meeting 

immediately follows.  Chapter meets at the 

Library location all months except July 

(annual Picnic), November (Lineage Banquet 

held by reservations only), and no meeting in 

December. All meetings are free and open to  

public. (Monthly Programs schedule is listed 

within the Newsletter) 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE ASHLAND 

COUNTY CHAPTER, OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIET Y  

 

PLACE 

FIRST CLASS 

POSTAGE 

HERE 
Ashland County Chapter 

Ohio Genealogical Society 

PO Box 681 

Ashland OH 44805-0681 

THE PASTFINDER 

The Ashland County Chapter OGS is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization and donations to the Society may be deducted at tax time. Your gifts help us buy 

books for the library, acquire speakers for our programs, and provide the means to publish our books. Our new digital equipment and imaging projects 

would not have been possible without your kind support. Please consider a gift above and beyond your annual membership fee. This helps us preserve the 

records left by our Ashland County pioneers. 

Ashland Chapter OGS Membership 

 $5-Student; $15.00-Single;  

 $20.00-Family (one address) 

Life—$150.00 (S) or $225.00 (F)   
Send to Patricia J. DEANE, Treasurer  

1717 State Route 511, Ashland, Ohio 44805  
 

Membership year is January -December 

 Applications can be found at our website  

Ashland County Chapter OGS  website 

http://www.ashlandohiogenealogy.org 

Sheila HELSER, webmaster 

 Chapter Membership 

     Ashland County Lineage Society applica-

tions can be printed out from our web site. 

Go to the ASHLAND CHAPTER link of our 

website.  August 31 is the yearly deadline 

for induction.  Marleen APPLEGATE,  

Lineage Chairman 

Ashland County Chapter of the 

OGS Lineage Societies 
(First Families, Settlers & Builders,  

 and Century Families) 

*  APRIL 

1 (Tues)  =  7-9 

10 (Thurs)  =  1-3  
15 (Tues)  =  5-6 

19 (Sat)  =  10-noon 

24 (Thurs)  =  1-3 
 

*  MAY 

6 (Tues)  =  7-9 

8 (Thurs)  =  1-3  

17 (Sat)  =  10-noon 

20 (Tues)  =  5-6 
22 (Thurs)  =  1-3 
 

*  JUNE 

3 (Tues)  =  7-9 

12 (Thurs)  =  1-3  
17 (Tues)  =  5-6 

21 (Sat)  =  10-noon 

26 (Thurs)  =  1-3 

Library Volunteers 
(Volunteers available to help you with 

research in the library at these times) 
(Beth BURNS, Volunteer Coordinator) 

   * 1st Tues of month 7-9 pm 

     * 2nd Thurs of month 1-3 pm 
      * 3rd Tues of month 5-6 pm  
   (before chapter meeting) 

   * 3rd Sat of month 10-noon 
   * 4th Thurs of month 1-3 pm 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Newsletter / Mailing 
Terry HAUN / Holly TAYLOR 

 First Families of Ashland County 

(FFOAC). Pioneer  ancestor  must have 

been  in Ashland County prior to 1850. 
 

  Settler’s & Builders Of Ashland Co, OH 

(SBOAC). Pioneer ancestor must have 

been in Ashland County between January 

1851 and December 31, 1870. 
 

 Century Families (CFOAC). Pioneer an-

cestor must have been in Ashland County 

between January 1871 and December 31 

one hundred years prior to application year. 

 Chapter Meetings 


