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2016 Chapter Officers /

Committee Members 

 President:: Tom NEEL  

 Vice-President:  Brian HARTZELL 

 Recording Secretary: Shirley BOYD 

 Treasurer: Patricia DEANE 

 Corresponding Sec’y: Brenda SPIER 

 Senior Trustee: Deanna APPLEGATE 

 Intermediate Trustee:  Holly TAYLOR 

 Junior Trustee:  Virginia FEIBER 

 Librarian:  Beth BURNS 

 Newsletter Editor: Terry HAUN 

   *     *      *      *      *      *      * 

As a chapter member, 

please consider volunteering 

as a committee member or 
elected officer next election.  

This helps support the 

society as a whole.  We want 

your input. (Check the By-laws 

under the chapter section of  

our website for more details. ) 

 

Civil War Headstone Finds It’s Way Back Home 

 The G.M. TOWSLEY Civil War 

Headstone’s journey began at the 

Ashland Cemetery in the late 1800’s.  

Now, it’s back where it started at the 

Ashland Cemetery, after many years 

of being “lost” but yet nearby. 

 Our story begins with Carl E. 

FULK, 97, (World War II veteran) of 

Ashland who passed away September 

15, 2015.  He lived and raised a family 

here in Ashland.  At some point in 

time, many years ago, Carl found part 

of a tombstone in the Ashland Creek as 

it traverses through the Ashland 

Cemetery.  It is assumed that it got 

there as a Halloween prank.  When this 

happened is unknown, but Carl’s 

daughter thought at least 30 to 40 

years.  When he originally told the 

cemetery people of his find, they never 

connected the G. M. TOWSLEY to the 

G. W. TOWSLEE name that had a 

stone in the cemetery.  So Carl took 

the broken stone to his then home on 

Franklin Avenue and placed it, 

reverently, in his backyard in the 

garden  His daughter, Barbara (FULK) 

SIWINSKI remembers it being at two different homes of theirs.  And there it stayed until 

shortly before his death when Chris BOX, of the Ashland Historical Society, was contacted.  

The search began to find its place in the Ashland Cemetery.  Mr. BOX used the “The 

Official Roster of Ohio Soldiers” and found his name spelled correctly (TOWSLEE), including 

the correct regiment, “Company G, 23rd Regiment”.  The only thing that varied was the 

middle name did not match.  (The stone was marked G. M. TOWSLEY; the cemetery records 

had a G. W. TOWSLEE).  To confirm the match Chris BOX found that the cemetery had a flag 

marker for George W. TOWSLEY. It’s home had been found! 

On May 18, 2016, during a rededication memorial service, the headstone has been restored 

and placed next to the family stone in section one, lot 231 of the Ashland Cemetery on W. 

Main St. Ashland, Ohio with family and concerned citizens paying tribute. 

The TOWSLEE father (Charlie A) and two sons enlisted in the Civil War.  The sons, 

George  Washington TOWSLEE, 21, (Co. G 23 Regt. OVI) died 22 Nov 1864 at Cable Town, 

VA. and his brother, Charles D, 20, (Co. H 42 Regt. OVI) was killed 14 Jul 1862 at 

Cumberland Gap, KY.  Father Charlie A. TOWSLEE (Co. G 23 Regt. OVI) survived the war 

and died in 1870. The metal OVI markers list the surname as “TOWSLEY”. (Source; 

“Ashland Cemetery Burial Records”, Ashland, Ashland County, Ohio). 

Re-dedication with a 21-gun salute from Ashland Veterans 

Honor Guard, a boy scout group, family members and the 

new owner of the FULK home in attendance.   

    Picture and article by Barb HART 

NOTE:  Barb HART did more research on these family records, using a variety of sources, and finding 

more errors in those records also.  Her comments on her findings:  “I ended up shaking my head at the 

errors.  This once again proves we cannot be too diligent in our research”. 

http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/
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   PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

  Tom NEEL, Ashland Co. Chapter President 

   

 

  

 The Ashland County Genealogical Society is a non-profit charitable 

organization 100% operated by volunteers. 
 

Why do we volunteer? 

Some may want a notch on their resume. College admission boards and even employers often look 

for leaders in an organization. Many are interested in serving the mission of the group – to preserve 

the history of Ashland County pioneers, to educate others on family history research, or to collect 

data via a library, publications, and web site. Many volunteers feel worthwhile in their service – 

accomplishing a project that has been well thought out. Many like to contribute to a cause. Some 

people like to be officers – to lead the group to a desired goal. Others just like to keep busy in their 

retirement years. Many like the comradery of working with brother and sister genealogists. 

Volunteering is certainly worthwhile, rewarding to the contributor, and moves our organization 

forward. 

We are fortunate to have so many volunteers and leaders in the Ashland County Genealogical 

Society. They identify the need, step forward and serve the community, share their knowledge and 

abilities with others, and above all, keep the group fun. 

Thank you Ashland County Chapter OGS Volunteers! 

 

Boy, this sounds like we have an officers election coming up in October, doesn’t it? 

Think about it!  I’m just saying….” 

“The only limits in your life are those that you set yourself” 

Picking up on Tom’s cue, we will be looking to fill several 

of our Chapter Officer positions in October.  If you think 

you would be interested or would like more information 

about the position and the responsibilities, please contact 

one of the Chapter Officers or refer to our website and  

review  the By-Laws. 
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 D. H. SLOAN of the City View stock farm has written an 

interesting letter for competition in the log cabin contest now 

being conducted by the Times Gazette. 
 

 Log Cabin Editor:  I was born May 4, 1855 in a log cabin 

on Sping Hill farm, Unity township, Westmoreland county, 

Pennsylvania, on land taken up by my great grandfather, and 

in the house in which my father was born.  Great grandfather, 

Scotch Irish, came from north Ireland, took up a large 

amount of land then divided it with his sons, my grandfather 

getting the home farm.  Then he divided with his sons, my 

father getting the old place.  Then my youngest brother got 

the same old place which he sold, and it now is in stranger’s 

hands. 
 

 It is a hilly country.  The most of the original tract was 

very hilly, but the old homestead was fairly level and all 

being heavily timbered had to be cleared, part of which I 

helped to do. 
 

 The size of the house or cabin I do not remember.  It would 

be called very cold these days, as the snow would drift in 

around the windows and roof, many times we had to shovel 

the snow off the loft floor.  The barn also was of logs.  This 

my father built and is a large bank barn, now weather 

boarded and it is still standing. 
 

 The house my father had torn down and built a frame 

house on the same ground, and more, for the new one is 

larger than the log cabin. 
 

 The spinning wheel was one of the most important pieces 

of furniture in the log cabin.  Most every family had a few 

sheep, the wool, when taken from the sheep, was washed, 

part of it left white, the balance colored or dyed, then carded 

into rolls and spun into yarn on the spinning wheel.  Many an 

hour I have watched my mother spin.  Then she knit the yarn 

into stockings and mittens for the family. 
 

 On the farm, I have followed and helped in everything from 

the clearing, plowing, sowing by hand and drill, reaping with 

sickle, the grain cradle, the flail, tramping out the grain with 

horses, the reaper and the binder.  The tumbling shaft machine 

thrashed the grain from the straw.  Then we had to run it 

through a fanning mill to separate the grain from the chaff.  

Then we had the horse separator, then the steam thrasher that 

had to be hauled from barn to barn with horses, then the tractor 

thrasher, and now we have the self feeder. 
 

 In the clearing of the land since my time, timber was not 

destroyed as formerly.  The farm was all fenced with rail 

fences, or “worm fences.”  These rails all had to be split to 

build new fences, and repair old ones.  This timber was cut in 

some section when we expected to clear.  Then in a few years 

all stuff was cut off.  This was where we spent our winters, 

chopping rail timber and fire wood, then in the spring, split 

rails. 
 

 In those days we had no machines to plant corn.  When the 

ground was plowed and harrowed we would take a team with a 

plow and make furrows all over the field about four feet apart.  

Then go over it with the same team and plow cross wise from 

the first time.  Then where these markes crossed boys and girls 

would drop three or four grains in a place, and the same number 

of men would come along with hoes and cover it.  There was 

always a frolic as some of the neighbors always helped.  Now 

we plant two rows at a time one man and a team and no fun. 
 

 How times change!  How I used to like to see someone 

coming to the field with a basket.  That was the ten o’clock 

piece, in which all joined in some grassy spot or under a shady 

tree.       D. H. SLOAN 
 

Times Gazette, Mon Evening April 12, 1926, page 3, col 1 

Contributed by Barb HART 

 

(With a little bit of research, this is David Hurst SLOAN who  

came to Ashland around the early 1890’s with his family) 

D. H. SLOAN BORN IN LOG CABIN ON SPRING HILL FARM IN PENNSYLVANIA 

 Words Had Different Meanings in Times Past 
 

 There are many words that we hear today that had a different meaning years ago and even varied from one area of the country 

to another.  Take the words “Consort” or “Relict”  or “Spinster”.  I remember when I was new to genealogy and was out wandering 

in the old cemeteries, I came upon the  phrase that a female ancestor was the consort of “such & such”.  What? Did that mean  they 

weren’t married?   No, it didn’t.  Now years later, when I come upon that phrase I know the correct meaning of it.  
  

 CONSORT means that she died before her spouse; RELICT means he died first and she is widowed. To put it another way a 

Consort is one whose spouse is still living at the time of her death; Relict is a widow. These terms are usually referred to the 

woman, but occasionally you will see it for the male and you see this more in the early 1800’s and before. In searching deeds in the 

mid-1800’s the woman is mostly referred to “widow” (yes, you’ve all seen this….she is JUST referred to as “widow of ….).  To 

say it differently,  if you have a gravestone that says Sarah was the CONSORT of William, he was still alive. On the other hand, 

when the inscription reads she was the RELICT of William, she was his widow before she died.   
  

 Another word, SPINSTER,  originally meant "a spinner of thread," as that was a job typically done by unmarried women, it 

came to mean (even in legal documents ) as a single woman who never married.    
  

 GRASS WIDOW is another term which has different meanings depending on the time period.  The first dating back to the 

1600s.  “Grass Widow” from the German "Stroh Witwer" (Straw Widow) refers to an unmarried woman       Continued on Page 32   
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So that’s why we lose our hair as we get older– we 

don’t give up, we just tear our hair out…… 
Taken from Facebook-Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness 

Edward MOON, Aged 18, Formerly of This 

County, Crushed to Death 

While Plowing 

 

 Edward MOON, a young man 18 years of age, met with a 

very sudden death this morning about 10:30 o’clock while 

plowing on the Dr. JONES farm, 3 miles north of the city.  

For the past four years he has been working for W. S. 

ETZWILER having taken MOON from the Ashland county 

infirmary and the young man has been with him ever since. 

  

 MOON was engaged in plowing in one of the fields of the 

farm.  He was sitting on a sulky plow which was pulled by 

three horses.  A few minutes before the fatality occurred, Mr. 

ETZWILER had been in the field working near MOON, but 

had gone to the house for something.  While he was gone the 

accident occurred.  While the horses were turning at a corner 

of the field, they became tangled up and one of the animals 

fell on top of MOON.  The horses all fell and were unable to 

get up until a man named CRALL, who lives near, saw the 

trouble and came to the rescue.  It seems that MOON was 

gasping when CRALL arrived and when ETZWILER arrived 

a little later the unfortunate young man was dead.  The body 

was removed to the farm house.  Mr. ETZWILER came into 

the city this afternoon and informed the infirmary directors of 

the death, and the Ashland county directors were in turn 

notified.  Mr. ETZWILER does not know whether or not the 

young man has relatives living.  It is thought that MOON was 

in the Ashland county infirmary several years before 

ETZWILER took him.—Mansfield News, May 27 
 

The Ashland Press, Thurs, June 3, 1897, page 2, col 4 

 

 Edward MOON, who was killed in Richland county last 

Thursday while plowing in the field, was buried at the Ashland 

county infirmary last Friday.  He had left the infirmary several 

years ago. 

 

 Thomas LANDIS, an old resident, died at the infirmary on 

Wednesday and was buried Thursday.  He boarded at the hotel 

in Jeromeville for years before going to the poor farm. 

 

 Fred NORRIS was the other death at the same place, it 

occurring also on Wednesday.  He was buried at the same time.  

NORRIS has a unusual history, and was the son of a father as 

ungrateful as himself.  NORRIS was a Jew who came here 

from somewhere.  He took sick and was transported “over the 

hill to the poor house. His rich father in Pittsburg was 

informed, but he replied that his son had been ungrateful, and 

he would have to abide by his wrong doing.  When the young 

man died, the elder NORRIS was telegraphed, and he even 

refused to bury his own boy. 

 

 According to a custom, none of these had a burial service of 

any kind at their funerals.  It would certainly seem that in a 

land like this some arrangements could be made that inmates 

who are buried at the infirmary could at least be accorded 

something like a Christian burial.  If the directors have been 

considering this matter, as it is said they have been, they should 

carry their plans to fulfillment. 
 

The Ashland Press, Thurs, June 3, 1897, page 4, col 3 
 

Contributed by Barb HART 

EDWARD MOON - KILLED WHILE AT WORK MORTALITY AT THE INFIRMARY 

 Words Had Different Meanings   (continued from page 31) 
 

who has cohabited with one or more men.  The second definition 

from a later time period is: A wife who has been put “aside” or 

"left"...much as one puts an animal "to grass", or a business puts 

old employees "out to pasture".... It can also mean a woman 

whose husband is “absent'“ from her (either by divorce, 

separation due to work, or walked away from the marriage, etc.) 
 

 Using the word “INMATE” today means something totally 

different than it was in the early days.  In census records it would 

have meant a resident of the place (such as, hotel,  old soldier’s 

home, hospital, orphanage, etc.). During the early tax records the 

word was used to describe persons who lodged or dwelt in the 

house of someone else, sometimes in exchange for payment and 

not family members, guests, or servants of the  house owner.   
 

 There are many other terms that have changed over the 

years,  so when you see a word, make sure you understand it in 

the context of its meaning and time period. 
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Perrysville High School Graduates 

Perrysville, Ohio (1890 - 1961) 

Continued from Pastfinder 

(Volume 35, Issue 2, page 18) 
 

CLASS OF 1948 

APPLEGATE, Charles V. 

BOWMAN, Wanda Eilene 

CARR, Janice 

CATES, Floyd Marvin 

DARLING, Richard Jackson  

DeLONG, Jeanette  

DUNCAN, Ross E. 

FEIGHTNER, Merle Eugene  

FLIGER, Juanita 

HANNAN, James Jr 

HUNTER, Marabelle 

McBRIDE, William L. 

MYERS, Lula Ann 

SHIREMAN, Helen Maxine 

SMART, Rose M 

SMITH, Mary Jo 

SPRANG, Donald Frederick  

WENDLING, Ted 
 

CLASS OF 1949 

BECK, Joanne 

BOWMAN, Norma J. 

BOWMAN, Ted L. 

BROWN, Herbert W. 

BRUMM, Walter E. 

CARR, Dean 

CARR, James Laverle 

CHRISTOPHER, James C. 

DeLONG, Joe 

EASTERDAY, Lawrence 

EDMONDSON, David 

EMERY, Dixie Lou 

HARRIS, Wanda J. 

KINER, Mary Ann 

LOZIER, Esther J. 

LUTZ, John Robert “Red”  

McCURDY, Elinor 

MILLER, Raymond  

PERKINS, Wanda 

ROYER, Earl 

SHIREMAN, Donald W. 

SMITH, Virgil Pierce  

WEBER, Thomas E. 

ZODY, Albert D. 

ZODY, Carl E. 

ZODY, Lorettta 
 

CLASS OF 1950 

BEAVER, Rita J. 

BOWMAN, Norma Lou 

BROWNING, Dwight Allen 

BRUMM, Janet 

COWEN, William Raymond 

DEANE, Gale L. 

EASTERDAY, Ruth 

EDMONDSON, Weldon 

EMERY, Eugene E. 

FLIGER, Wilmer G. “Willie”  

FREED, Donna 

GLASGO, Laurel E. 

HUDSON, Larry 

MANN, Mariellen 

PERKINS, Donald L. 

ZODY, Rodney Dean CATES  

ZODY, Velma Lee 
 

CLASS OF 1951 

AMMONS, Marilyn 

BLACK, Janice Marie  

BONNELL, Dorothy Jean 

CAMPBELL, Robert A. 

CARR, Janet  

CRAWFORD, Rosie 

DeLONG, Nelda 

DERR, Mary Jane 

HANNAN, Carolyn 

HINER, Luther H. 

HUNTER, Lois  

HUPP, Chester 

PHILLIPS, Joan 

SHIREMAN, Harry 

STONER, Robert 

SUTTERLIN, Muriel Ann  
 

CLASS OF 1952 

APPLEGATE, Harold 

BRECHEISEN, Murray 

CATES, Franklin 

DAUBERT, Marlene 

EASTERDAY, Russell 

EDMONDSON, Susan 

FRANK, Norma Jean 

FRONTZ, Paul 

GRUBAUGH, Mabel Suzanne 

LACKEY, Larry E. 

LEECH, William Allen 

LEIBOLT, Patricia Sue  

MANN, John S. 

PERKINS, Frances 

PHALOR, Harold N. 

SHAMBAUGH, Viola Mae 

SMART, Wanda Joyce  

ZODY, Gaylord 

 

CLASS OF 1953 

BEAVER, Dale Keith  

BLACK, Rex A 

CHRISTOPHER, Janeen Ruth 

EARLE, E. Jane 

EASTERDAY, Doris 

EASTERDAY, Mary 

GRUBAUGH, Marlene 

HAAS, Mary 

KERSHNER, Roxanna 

LOZIER, Ralph Edward   

RIDENOUR, Evelyn 

SCHRACK, James M. 

SPRANG, Bernard E. 
 

CLASS OF 1954 

APPLEGATE, Edwin A. 

AUSTEN, James Daniel 

BLACK, Bonnie Jean 

BRINER, George N. “Bud” 

EASTERDAY, Alice 

EGGERTON, Lidabelle 

KREBS, Shirley D. 

McBRIDE, Sandra I. 

NIGH, Barbara 

PETERSON, Richard E.  

RIDENOUR, Paul 

ROBINSON, Fannie 

SCHRACK, John 

SECOY, Shirley 

SMART, Shirley Mae 

SMITH, Tom Roger 

TOMS, Lucille 

WENDLING, Robert 

ZODY, Marion Paul 
 

CLASS OF 1955 

BEATHLER, John Edward 

BERRY, Marcia Charlene  

BROWN, Joe Edward 

CHRISTINE, Robert R. 

COEY, Emma Jean 

COWELL, Barbara Joan 

CRAWFORD, Shirley Ann 

DARLING, Donita Ann 

DAUBERT, William Charles 

HARDIN, Norman Ronald 

HUPP, James Fredrick 

MILLER, Charles William 

“Bill” 

STONER, Dean Arthur 

TRUMPOWER, Shirley Jean 

WALTERS, James Stuart 

ZEIGLER, Louise Jean  
 

CLASS OF 1956 

BEAVER, Karl W. 

BECK, John A. 

BOWMAN, John Curtis 

BREWER, James 

CATHERS, Ota Mae 

EMERY, Louise 

FUNKHOUSER, Sonja K. 

GLASGO, James 

HARDIN, Darwin 

HARRIS, Eugene 

HUPP, Daniel 

LeMASTERS, Janet E. 

MANN, Linda 

PRICE, David L. 

ROBINSON, Betty L. 

ROYER, Robert W. 

WALTERS, Stephen R. 
 

CLASS OF 1957 

BLACK, Marlene Joyce  

BOWMAN, Nancy Arminda 

CARR, Jack Ernest 

CHRISTINE, Shirley Joanne 

CRAWFORD, Betty Lou 

DEANE, Vilas Edward 

EGGERTON, Larry Dean 

FRONTZ, Charles Edward 

GLASGO, Joyce Maree 

KREBS, Larry Eugene 

MELTON, Thomas Coleman 

MILLER, Robert George 

PEARSON, Carroll Freeman 

PERKINS, Maxine 

PERKINS, Norma Marlene 

PORTER, Philip Olen 

PRICE, Bobbie Joe 

REED, James Paul 

WEIRICK, John Oliver 

WENDLING, Belva Jean 

ZODY, Connie Sue 
 

CLASS OF 1958 

BLACK, Vivian L. 

GRETZINGER, Charles Edward 

KING, Bonigene 

LeMASTER, Patricia 

MARSHALL, Richard E. 

McAULEY, Cassandra 

McBRIDE, Lana M. 

McCURDY, Janet 

McNEELY, Melvin 

PERRY, Julia 

SALTER, James 

WELTMER, Nancy 

YOUNG, Bonnie L. 

ZEIGLER, Theodore 

 Cont’d on Page 34 
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 Perrysville Grads  
  Cont’d from Page 33 
 

CLASS OF 1959 

BLACK, Gloria Jean 

BOWEN, Paul E. 

CLINE, Sandra 

DEANE, Douglas 

ETZWILER, Ron R. 

FULTON, Karen 

HENRY, Carolyn 

HUGHES, Carol Ann 

KING, Sharon 

LEEPER, Gary Wayne 

LEIBOLT, Bernice 

OLIVER, Dessey 

SHOTTS, Janet 

SMART, Nancy Lee 
 

CLASS OF 1960 

BERRY, LaVerle Bennette 

CLINE, Patrick David 

COWELL, Gary Lee 

HINER, Henry Lee 

HITCHCOCK, Sandra Sue 

HUNTER, Robert Lewis 

LANDIS, Nancy Ann 

MILLER, Beverly Ann 

SMART, Jerry Deane 

SMITH, James Clifford 

TRUMPOWER, Robert Eugene 
 

CLASS OF 1961 

AUKERMAN, Mary Lou  

BEATHLER, Carolyn Ann 

BERRY, Patricia Lee 

COWELL, Bernard Gay Jr. 

EASTERDAY, Gerald LeRoy 

FORTNEY, Beverly Jane  

GLASGO, Carol Sue 

HUGHES, Robert Carson 

HUPP, Betty Lou 

LISSAKERS, Britta Eurika 

McNEELY, William Jerry 

MORR, Roger Dean 

POLLARD, Lannie Ross 

PORE, Sharlene Kay 

SHOTTS, Judy Ann  

STONER, Eugene David 

TRUMPOWER, Karen Louise 

WILSON, Beth Louise 

ZODY, Sally Eileen 

 This information is also included in our Ashland County OGS website, along with additional information on the individuals, 

such as spouses, birth & death info, and burial location.  If you see someone of interest, please check out our website at  

www.ashlandohiogenealogy.org/perrysvillehigh.html.        Listing contributed by Sally SPRENG 

OBITUARY — John GETZ was born in Germany, September 

18, 1845, and died in Deland, Florida, January 16, 1906, being 

at the time of his death 60 years, 4 months and 3 days of age.  

When he was about two years of age his family came to 

America and settled in Berlin, Holmes county, where he grew 

up.  In 1862, though only 16 years of age, he went forth to do 

battle for his country.  His regiment was the 125th Ohio.  He 

remained in the army, taking part in many battles, until 1865 

when the war closed.  July 1, 1869, he was united in marriage to 

Margaret CULLER.  Of this union were born six children, two 

sons, Edwin GETZ, of Plymouth, and John W. GETZ, of this 

place, and four daughters, Anna M., Grace G, Erma F., and 

Mabel, who were all present at the funeral and together with his 

wife are left to mourn the loss of the husband and father.  He is 

also survived by four sisters, two brothers and three grand-

children. 

 In his 16 year he gave his heart to Christ uniting with the 

Presbyterian church of Berlin and ever after remained true to 

this purpose of his youth.  At the time of his death he was a 

member of the English Lutheran church of Loudonville.  He 

was ever an active Christian and never, when health permitted, 

was he absent from church or Sunday school.  For several years 

he was a member of the church council and labored hard for the 

advancement of the Masters cause.  The simple story of his life 

is sufficient to show how full and complete and well rounded 

his life.  Cut off before he had reached the fullness of man’s 

allotted time, he nevertheless had lived a full and complete life, 

and had reached the ripe maturity of his years, and the Master 

took him as the reapers gathered the ripened corn.  He lived 

earnestly, intensely, and ever with noble purpose.  Whatsoever 

things were purest, upright and of good repute, whatsoever 

things were thrue and righteous, whatsoever things were for the 

world’s best good, these were the things that engaged his 

warmest interest.  We are all the loser for the death of a good 

man.  We can only pray God that the example of his pure and 

earnest purpose may not pass away with him, but that God will 

raise up others to do valiant battle for truth as he did. 

 Funeral services were held from his late home on Wood 

Street on Monday afternoon, at two o’clock, conducted by his 

pastor, Rev. WILSON, who preached from Revelations 21:6.  

The interment was in the Loudonville cemetery to await the last 

trumphet call. 
Ashland Times Gazette, January 25, 1908, page 8, col 3 

 

OBITUARY —  J. P. FREDERICK was born in Palmyra on 

April 27, 1832, and was married to Miss Christina KUNKLE 

February 15, 1853, to which union was born eight children.  

Mrs. FREDERICK died February 16, 1890, and he was again 

married to Mrs. Mahala MILLER on September 17, 1896, who 

departed this life on November 30, 1900.  He was married to 

Mrs. Mary BEAL on October 20, 1903, who with two children, 

S. E. FREDERICK and Mrs. R. S. APPLEMAN, of Wooster, 

eight grandchildren, three sisters and one brother survive him.  

He has long been a member of the German Baptist church and 

was a soldier in the war of the Rebellion.  Funeral services 

conducted by Rev. ANGLEMYRE were held at Ankneytown 

church, interment at North Liberty. 
Ashland Times Gazette, January 25, 1908, page 8, col 2. 

John GETZ  and Jacob P FREDERICK Obituary 

http://www.ashlandohiogenealogy.org/perrysvillehigh.html
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 The definition would depend on your depth of knowledge 

on the subject and how much you want to learn.  

   

 To describe it in simple layman terms, GEDCOM is an 

acronym for Genealogical Data Communications.  If you 

knew nothing about genealogy you would, most likely, think 

that GEDCOM stood for some kind of communication 

system or language. However, GEDCOM is not about data 

communications at all. It is just a file format for data 

exchange; created specifically for the transfer of genealogy 

data. The idea is that you can transfer data between two 

different genealogy applications by exporting it from one 

application into a GEDCOM file and then importing that 

GEDCOM file into the other application.  

 

  Before GEDCOM came into existence, if you switched to 

a different genealogy tree software, there was no way to 

import the information records from one program to the next.  

You had to print out your data from the old application; then 

rekey all of it into the new one. Not an easy task, even though 

most users did not have very big databases.  (Heck, the hard 

drive couldn’t even hold a lot of files).  Even at best, there 

were numerous chances of keying errors.  Most of us in the 

“early days” still had a lot of our research in paper form.  

Since genealogy software was still in it’s early years many of 

these new companies went out of business just as we were 

getting familiar with the database.  (I lost my data when I 

purchased a “new” computer and when I reloaded my 

genealogy software, it wouldn’t read my files because they 

were not in the same exact hierarchy as they had been). Other 

program software companies came out with new versions of 

their product, which would have to be loaded and reinstalled. 

 

 Over time, several genealogy software vendors began to 

think about a standard for exchanging data .   GEDCOM 

was actually created by FamilySearch, when they were still 

known as the Family History Department (FHS) of The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints (LDS) . The LDS 

(or Mormons) have always had a strong religious interest in 

genealogy and  therefore, have had an interest in the 

genealogy software applications for a long time.  They 

created GEDCOM for their software application, Personal 

Ancestral File (PAF) around the mid 1980’s. 

 

 GEDCOM soon enjoyed widespread support among 

genealogy software, not because it is the best standard for 

genealogy data, but because it was the first one. As several 

major vendors supported this new format, every new 

genealogy application just had to have it. 

 

 Keep in mind, GEDCOM is a standard, not a program. 

Therefore, genealogy programs that are going to use the 

same data have to be written by the programmers to handle 

GEDCOM files. If one of those programs does not support 

GEDCOM then you will not be able to make a transfer.  

Even with GEDCOM on both programs, the programmer of 

each software database may code things like dates, notes, 

etc. slightly different.   

 

 There have been numerous versions of GEDCOM over 

the years and some have not been as successful as others.  

The version that is used most is version 5.5.1 which has 

been around for several years.  They are continually 

working on new versions that will completely support media 

and video files, but I believe some may do that now. 

 

 When creating a GEDCOM file it may vary slightly 

depending on the software package you are using.  Always 

use your help guide to create your GEDCOM files.  When 

you load these trees to the web on various websites you will 

be using GEDCOM to do this.  This new GEDCOM file 

will have the file extension ".ged".  

 

 If you would like to know more on this subject, or a 

more in-depth look into it, make a web search for 

“GEDCOM”; there will be lots of information available to 

absorb. 

 

GENEALOGISTS LAUGHTER 
 

 Genealogy is Like Playing a Game of Chess – One Move At A Time! 

 Life Gets in the Way of My Genealogy! 

 A family tree can wither if nobody tends its roots……. 

WHAT IS A GEDCOM  ? 
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 THE BLACK CANE COMPANY  
 

 ACCOGS member, Sally ZODY SPRENG receives the 

Perrysville, Ohio first ever Black Cane Community Service Award. 

Sally has been an active part of the local Perrysville, Loudonville, 

Ashland, Richland Co. and Wayne Co., etc. communities  for many 

years.   

 

 To name just a few, she has been active in the local Greenlawn 

Cemetery burials and keeping their records.  She’s involved with her 

local church and ongoing events. She has recorded and indexed 

obituaries for most of the local communities, as well as indexed and 

recorded many of the local schools graduating classes, along with 

tracking their marriages and deaths over the years. She’s an active 

member of several of the local genealogy chapters in the area, 

including holding offices in the chapters, and has helped to publish 

some of the chapter books.  Also, involved with indexing for RB 

Hayes site and has entered records for familysearch.org.   She’s been a 

part of almost every surrounding community contributing to the 

preservation of their history.  (And... this is just a sampling of her 

Community Services). 

 

  You might ask “what is the Black Cane Service Award?”.   Glad you asked….. 

 

 In 1825, not long after the founding of Perrysville, Ohio, a gang of outlaws began to terrorize the local citizens. The 

gang, led by John DRISKEL, included Pearson DRISKEL, Reeson BRAWDY, and Aaron BRAWDY, lived around Honey 

Creek.  Their major crimes were horse theft, arson, and armed robberies. The gang had already been chased out of 

Columbiana and Wayne Counties prior to moving to Green Township. By 1829, among other things, the gang had stolen a 

horse from William TAYLOR and a thoroughbred colt from Alexander RICE, as well as the robbery of Mr. HART’s store.  

The gang grew to be so large and powerful, they could not be stopped by local law men. DRISKEL and the rest of the gang 

could do as they pleased. They had burned Jonathan COULTER’s barn as well as that of William IRVIN, killing several 

horses and destroying their stocks of grain and hay while nearly burning down COULTER’s house as well. 

 

 Out of desperation, a local vigilante group, called the Black Cane Company, was formed.  Notable members of this 

Black Cane Company included: David AYERS, John CHAPEL, David COULTER, John COULTER, Esq., Jonathan 

COULTER, Captain Thomas COULTER, Solomon GLADDEN, David HILL, Harry HILL, Reuben HILL, James IRVIN, 

William IRVIN, John LATTY, Isaac MARTIN, Thomas MARTIN, Lewis OLIVER, Clark Hammond RICE, Alexander 

RICE, Nathan STEARNS, Charles TANNEHILL, Melzar TANNEHILL, and Levi TAYLOR, as well as others.  Each 

member carried a cane (which was really more like a club) made from either the limb of a crabapple tree or black haw 

wood. The wood was then peeled from the club and burned black, over an open fire, then oiled to create a glossy 

appearance.  In time, it became a bragging point to be one of the “secret society”. 

  

 After HART's store was robbed, it was determined that the goods were being transported west. The Black Cane group 

set out to recover the goods and apprehended the wagons of loot in Monroeville but a false floor hid the evidence and the 

thieves were freed. Soon, a small victory for the group was gained when Pearson DRISKEL was sentenced to prison for the 

arson of the COULTER and IRVIN barns. That December, after Pearson's release from prison, his father, John, was spotted 

in the area and five members of the Black Cane Society surrounded the DRISKEL home and after much shouting, 

threatening, and fired gunshots, the vigilante group gave him five minutes to decide between surrender or death. Following a 

very intense standoff by both sides, the vigilantes began pushing out the chinking of the cabin in order to stick the muzzles 

of their muskets through the walls and this finally caused DRISKEL to agree to surrender in order to spare the lives of his 

family. He was tied up and sent to Columbus with an armed escort, but he managed to escape while in Sunbury. He fled 

with his family to Illinois. 
 

   Above information from Perrysville Bicentennial Booklet (2013), from Sally SPRENG, and from Barb HART 
 

                      (continued on page 37) 

  Sally SPRENG, receives her Black Cane from Jo Ann             

DENSLOW during opening ceremonies of the Perrys-

ville Street Fair in May of this year.. 

    Picture provided by Tammy KLINE 
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 William  

 MUNDORF  

 passes away 

   in Ashland. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

William MUNDORF passed away at the home of his 

daughter, Mrs. George FRANKS, on Thomas Court, at shortly 

after 1 o’clock, Sunday afternoon.  Death was the result of 

heart trouble.  Mr. MUNDORF was aged 79 years, 11 months 

and 28 days.  He leaves a wife and several children.  Funeral 

services at the FRANKS residence at 2 o’clock, standard, 

Tuesday afternoon, conducted by Rev. J. Allen MILLLER of 

the College Brethren.  Interment at Ashland Cemetery. 

   Ashland Times Gazette, 5 Apr 1911, Pg. 4, Col. 1 

___________________ 

 
William MUNDORF, Sr., passed away peacefully at the home 

of his daughter, Mrs. George FRANK, on Thomas court at 

1:30 o’clock Sunday afternoon, the cause of his demise being 

heart trouble.  He was born in Westmoreland county, 

Pennsylvania, April 4, 1831; died April 2, 1911, aged 79 

years, 11 months and 28 days.  He was married first to Hannah 

CURRY about 1858 and five children were born to them, two 

of whom are still living, Mrs. W.L. NEWCOMER of 

Savannah, and Mrs. John NEWCOMER of Mansfield.  He 

was married again to Miss Susan FINLEY in 1864.  To them 

were born ten children, of whom four are deceased.  Those 

living are William MUNDORFF, Jr., Andrew and Matthew 

MUNDORFF, Mrs. Sarah LEIGHTY, Mrs. Lida FRANKS; 

and Marie MUNDORFF,  all living in Ashland but two. 

 

Mr. MUNDORFF came to Ohio about fifteen years ago and 

has lived in Ashland about twelve years.  He made his home 

with his son, William on Phillips avenue, but died at the home 

of a daughter, whom he had gone to visit.  He was a kind and 

loving father, true to his family, and was liked by all who 

knew him.  He leaves a wife, six children, five sisters and 

grandchildren to mourn after him, but who thank the Lord for 

the consolation in knowing that their dear father, husband and 

brother is at rest with him. 
 

“A loving one from us has gone, 

A father kind and loved. 

The spirit called him home. 

To dwell with him in Heaven alone.”  

 

        Ashland Times Gazette, 12 Apr 1911, Pg. 4, Col. 4 

William Edwin DONLEY 

 
William Edwin DONLEY, the son of John and Sarah 

DONLEY, was born Feb. 24, 1852, on the same farm that his 

father and grandfather had lived, in Orange township, Ashland 

county, Ohio.  All of his life was spent on this farm.  On Oct. 

5, 1880, he was united in marriage to Ella FORD of Ruggles, 

Ohio, daughter of Laban and Sarah FORD.  To this union 

were born six children, Bentley FORD, Mary L. (now Mrs. E. 

A. ROASBERRY) of Van Horn, Texas, Scott Edwin, Sarah 

Ellen, Clara Alice,  and Ruth.  His father and mother and three 

sisters have preceded him to the Great Beyond.  Surviving 

brothers and sisters are as follows:  Mrs. George GIRTEN of 

Miama, Okla., Mrs. Rachel CARTER of Nankin, Ohio, Miss 

Sue DONLEY of Ashland, Ohio and T. C. DONLEY of 

Nankin. 
 

CARD OF THANKS 

 We wish to thank the neighbors and friends for their 

kindness and help during the illness and death of our husband 

and father, the musicians who sang at the Funeral, the 

relatives and friends for the beautiful flowers. 

     Mrs. W. E. DONLEY and children 

  

  Ashland Times Gazette, 12 Apr 1911, Pg. 4, Col. 4 

BLACK CANE COMPANY   (continued from page 36) 

 

Added NOTE on the DRISKEL Gang:   Further research 

on this gang, has shown countless county histories from eastern 

Ohio to Iowa have stories about their contact with this band of 

horse thieves, arsonists, murderers, and counterfeitiers.  At 

various times they were referred to as the DRISCOLL Gang or 

the DRISCOLL AND BRADY Gang.  Many of the stories grew 

out of fact and became western tales.  John and William 

DRISCOLL were finally stopped by another vigilante group 

(they were called “Regulators”) in  Ogle County, Illinois where 

they were shot and killed in 1841.  AN Illinois Historical 

Roadside Marker,  near the lynch site, marks “where the 

"prairie pirates", father and son, John and William DRISCOLL, 

of the DRISCOLL Gang, were tried by an illegal Regulator 

court, of 500 concerned citizens, for murder and shot to death 

by a firing squad of 111 men”.   See another interesting read on 

the DRISKEL and BRODY family. 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/

~brodygenealogy/history.html 
 

  It has been mentioned that Louis BROMFIELD, a 

descendant of the COULTER family, ended up writing 

about this gang in a couple of his novels. 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~brodygenealogy/history.html
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~brodygenealogy/history.html
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DID YOU KNOW   ? ? ? 
 

THAT  -  The 1908-1929 NYC marriage index is now 

online.  Reclaim the Records has announced that the index to the 

New York City Clerk’s Office marriage records (the application, 

affidavit, and license) for 1908-1929 is now online and open for 

public use. This is an 18 month effort following the settlement of 

a lawsuit that was brought against the Archives. Reclaim The 

Records digitized the films and uploaded the images to the 

Internet Archive in April 2016.  They can be viewed at  https://

archive.org/details/nycmarriageindex.  Thanks to Dick 

EASTMAN and his Eastman's Online Genealogy Newsletter for 

making us aware of this.   http://www.eogn.com  
 

THAT  -  In case you missed the OGS conference which was held 

in April of this year, The Ohio Genealogical Society website has a 

list of many of the presentations which are available on CD. 

Follow the listed website to see what is availabe and order now. 

www.ogs.org/OGS_Conference_CDs.pdf 
 

THAT  -  There is an interesting 10-minute animated video online 

showing a snapshot History Map of the United States.  It shows 

the evolution of growth from the 13 colonies, breaking down 

dates, wars, purchases, etc. of the westward expansion of the 

country.  www.animatedatlas.com/movie 
 

THAT  -  when you need to know an occupation listed on a census 

or a medical term from the death certificate, here is a site online 

that has many from early years. 

   www.genproxy.co.uk/old_trades_occupations.htm  and 

  www.genproxy.co.uk/old_medical_terms.htm 

  (I know there are many other sites that list these also; this is just 

one of them.  I plan to do an article on these in the future, so if 

you do not use the internet, I’ll be listing them in an article). 
 

THAT  -  There is a very informative website that lists the schools 

of Ohio by county with very good information of the dates of 

existence, closings, demolition, and including pictures, if 

available. (If I have published this previously, my apologies, I 

know it is a very helpful site).  www.oldohioschools.com 

Extracted from Chronicling America 

-  Early Ashland, Ohio Newspaper 

Articles  - 
From The States and Union on 8 Apr 1868  

 

Page 2, column 6): This is to give notice that on 

the 21st day of March, A.D. 1868, a Warrant in 

Bankruptcy was issued against the estate of Luther 

POTTER, of Mohican, in the county of Ashland 

and State of Ohio, who has been adjudged a 

bankrupt on his own petition that the payment of 

any debts and delivery of any property belong to 

such bankrupt, to him or for his own, and the 

transfer of any property by him is forbidden by law; 

that a meeting of the creditors of said bankrupt to 

prove their debts, and choose one or more assignees 

of his estate, will be held at a Court of bankruptcy 

to be holden at Mansfield, Richland County, Ohio 

before Henry C. HEDGES, Esq, Register, on the 

18th day of April, A.D. 1868, at 11 o’clock A.M. 

— Harry THOMPSON, Deputy U.S. Marshal, as 

Messenger, R.M. CAMPBELL, Att’y for 

Petitioner. April 1, ‘68-2w40 
 

Page 2, column 7): Notice is hereby given that the 

undersigned has been appointed assignee of 

Ephriam B. RICKET, township of Orange, County 

of Ashland and State of Ohio, who has been 

adjudged a Bankrupt upon his own petition by the 

District Court of Said District.  — Joseph S. 

HEDGES, assignee, To the creditors of said 

Bankrupt. April 1, -3w40. 
 

Page 2, column 7): Notice - The partnership 

heretofore existing and known as the firm of 

CLARK & HUNTER, for the purpose of practicing 

medicine and Surgery in the village of Ashland, 

Ohio, is this day dissolved by mutual consent.  

Those persons indebted to the above firm, will 

please settle the same without delay.  P.H. CLARK, 

T.S. HUNTER  Feb 26, 1868-tf  
 

Page 2, column 7): Notice is herby given that the 

undersigned have been duly appointed and 

qualified as Executors of the estate of Christopher 

RICKET, late of orange township, dec’d.  Henry 

RICKET, Geo, RICKET, 3w37. 
 

Page 3, column 5):  MARRIED—On the 2nd inst., 

by J.A. SHIDLER, Esq., Mr. Michael CASSELL to 

Miss Catharine MARKS, both of Orange tp, 

Ashland County. 

 On the same day, at the residence of the bride’s 

father, by W.S. STRICKLAND, Esq, Mr. George 

KELLY to Miss Elizabeth STRICKLAND, both of 

this County. 

 On the same day, at the residence of the bride’s 

father,  by Rev. W.H. SEELY, Mr. George M. 

STONE to Miss Emily CARTER. 

 

TWO WOMEN were talking at a high-society party. "My 

ancestry goes all the way back to Alexander the Great," 

one said. "How far back has your line been traced?" "I'm 

not sure," the second woman replied. "All our records 

were lost in the flood." 

Contributed by Ron & Nancy DUPRE 

https://archive.org/details/nycmarriageindex
https://archive.org/details/nycmarriageindex
http://www.eogn.com
http://www.ogs.org/OGS_Conference_CDs.pdf
http://Www.animatedatlas.com/movie
http://www.genproxy.co.uk/old_trades_occupations.htm
http://www.genproxy.co.uk/old_medical_terms.htm
http://www.oldohioschools.com/
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How to Preserve Your Genealogy Research 
 

You’ve spent a lot of time, energy, and money tracing your family 

tree. Not to be morbid, but have you thought about what happens to 

all of that when you’re gone? Don’t leave things to chance. Here 

are 5 ways to preserve your genealogy research. 
 

1. Organize - (I hope you’re still reading.) If your organization method is “File by 

Pile,” your research stands a good chance of ending up in a landfill. If others can’t make 

sense of what all of those notes, papers, copies, and scribbles mean and how they fit 

together, they’re likely to say, “Forget it,” and chuck the whole thing. 
 

2. Write and Record - This is something we should be doing anyway. Don’t allow 

your conclusions to reside only in your brain or in your genealogy software (which your 

descendants probably won’t know how to use or understand its importance). Write them. 

It doesn’t have to be long. It just needs to be written. While you’re at it, record your 

memories. A binder labeled “Our Family History” is more likely to be saved than a pile of file folders strewn across 

the dining room table. 
 

3. Pass It Around - After you’ve written something, share it. Send a copy to the libraries in the areas where your 

ancestors lived. Send articles to the genealogy societies for their publications. Even if your research files don’t 

survive, your conclusions will. 
 

4. Find the Next Generation - Identify someone in the family who would be interested in picking up the baton as the 

family’s historian. If it isn’t one of your children or grandchildren, what about a niece, nephew, or younger cousin? 

Work alongside them now and when the time is right, give them your files. (You might even want to put it into your 

will, so there’s no misunderstanding in case something were to happen before you can transfer the files yourself.) 
 

5. Donate — with Preparation - So you’ve decided to leave all of your files to your local library or genealogy 

society. You’ve even written it into your will. Awesome! But does that library or society know that stuff is coming? 

Do they even want it? Not every library will accept loose materials like that. Also, it might not fit into what they 

collect in terms of subject. (If your local library is in Nebraska, but your research revolves around families in 

Virginia, they might not want it.) Talk to your intended library or society before you draw up your will. See if 

they’re interested and what shape the files need to be in. While you’re at it, include a cash donation in your will to 

help them offset the cost of processing your research. 

Don’t be like the ancestors who tossed out their letters and lost the family Bible. 

 Take steps to preserve your genealogy research. Future generations will thank you. 
 

The above was written by  Amy JOHNSON CROW from her newsletter Posted on April 29, 2016  

and is reprinted here with her permission.  Please check her website:    www.amyjohnsoncrow.com.  

 That’s how one of our local chapter members described her.  

As I was preparing this newsletter, I had a “Did You Know?”  

tidbit about our local historian, Betty PLANK, “who gives us 

many colorful stories of Ashland and the surrounding area in the 

Ashland Times Gazette weekly (entitled “Historic Ashland 

County”) has been writing about her town for many years.  She 

had previously written historical books on Ashland; Historic 

Ashland County I, II, and III”. 
 

 Regretfully, since my initial writing of this tidbit, Betty 

PLANK passed away on June 14, 2016.  She was 93. 

 Because of her first-hand knowledge of so much in the area 

and her memory of the locale happenings, she was the person 

that had the answers regarding Ashland County and was always 

willing to share her knowledge.  She was a great story-teller, 

able to paint a picture in our minds of times past.  She started 

writing her articles for the Times Gazette in the mid 1980’s; and, 

after years of weekly articles, decided it was time to take the 

more interesting articles and create “Historic Ashland County”.  

She, then, went on to publish Historic Ashland County II and III.  

Her past books and her weekly newspaper articles will now hold 

one of the valuable keys to Ashland’s colorful history. 

ASHLAND COUNTY HAS LOST  ITS NATIONAL TREASURE 

http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/
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  Welcome NEW MEMBERS - 
 

to the Ashland County Chapter of  the Ohio 

Genealogical Society.  We invite you to 

make the most of your membership by 

helping us to  include what would be of 

interest to you.   

 
 

1.  Submit queries to the newsletter. 

2.  Forward a copy of your 5-gen chart to the Chapter for 

insertion in their 5-generation book located in the 

genealogy room of the Ashland Library. 

3. Contact us to let us know what you would like to see in 

the newsletter. 

4. Make this your first step in connecting with your 

Ashland County roots.  

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 
  

WE LOOK FORWARD TO RECEIVING YOUR 

 5-GEN CHART.  Remember, to send queries to the 

newsletter to  get the most of your membership. Below 

are some of our new members, along with the 

surnames they are researching. 
 

If I have overlooked a new member, or those surnames you 

are researching, please let me know.  I will be glad to add you 

and the surnames you are researching in the next issue.   

 

 Robin OXENRIDER OBERLI:  865 Wall Road, 

Wadsworth, OH 44281-8825 

Researching OXENRIDER, KARTH, WITTMAN, 

IDDINGS, ALVERSON, SHOPBELL, LYONS, 

GRIBBEN, HETZEL, CASSELL 

 

 John NEWKIRK ROSE:  6951 Vernon Hall, 

Williamsburg, Va 23188 

Researching: HOUSER and NEWKIRK 

 

 Carolyn DeLAY: 606 Maple St, Atlantic, IA 50022 

Researching DIXON, HARTMAN, HEIFFNER/

HEFFNER, MELLINGER, MUELLER/MILLER, 

RICHEY/RITCHEY 

DO YOU WISH TO APPLY TO 

 A LINEAGE SOCIETY? 
 Those interested in applying to one of the Lineage 

Societies should complete the application by August 31, 

2016.  Application forms are available at the Ashland County 

Genealogical Society in the Ashland Public Library or at the 

Ashland County Genealogical Society website.   Applicants 

need not be members of the ACCOGS to apply. There is, 

however, a $15 application fee.  If you have any questions or 

need help, please contact our Lineage Chairperson, Marleen 

APPLEGATE (at mragenealogy@gmail.com).  
 

http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/lineagesocieties.html 
 

Requirement for induction into one of the Lineage 

Societies is as follows: 

 First Families of Ashland County  
Proving the applicant’s ancestors were living in 

Ashland County prior to 1850, and there is a direct 

lineage from the ancestor to the applicant. 

 Settlers and Builders of Ashland County 
The pioneer ancestor must have been in Ashland 

County between Jan 1851 and Dec 31, 1870. Again, 

there must be a direct line from ancestor to the 

applicant. 

 Century Families of Ashland County 
 The pioneer ancestor must have been in Ashland 

County between January 1871 and December 31 one 

hundred years prior to application year.  There must be 

a direct line from ancestor to applicant.        

A S H L A N D   C O U N T Y   C H A P T E R   N E W S 

CORRECTION: From Previous Newsletter, Vol 35, Issue 2 -  
 

 On page 19 near the bottom of the article “Father - Son serve in 

World War II” mentions Holly HAWKS-TAYLOR’s mother. It 

should read: Her mother, Nell Arlene (ECHELBERGER) HAWKS 

was the sister to James, Sr. 

http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/lineagesocieties.html
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ASHLAND COUNTY QUERIES 

 Free.….  As a Chapter we have a lot of 

knowledgeable people who are willing to share.  
  

 Contact us at accogs@gmail.com  

 

 HERTZEL WITTMANN - Trying to confirm relationship 

of  Sophia HERTZEL WITTMAN and Peter HERTZEL. 

Both their families came over on the Canada.  Are they 

brother and sister? Contact: Robin OBERLI, 865 Wall 

Road, Wadsworth, OH 44281-8825 
 

 KARTH-SHOPBELL:  Any information on Henry 

KARTH, possibly married a SHOPBELL. Contact:  

Robin OBERLI, 865 Wall Road, Wadsworth, OH 44281-

8825 
 

 SMALLY:  Would like to hear from direct descendants, 

male and female, of the Isaac SMALLEY, Richard 

SMALLEY, and John Pittenger SMALLEY who settled 

in Perry Township, Wayne County (now Ashland 

County), with their families in about 1816. The DNA of a 

male descendant (surname SMALLEY) of Isaac 

SMALLEY has been tested at Family Tree DNA, and he 

matches members of the FTDNA SMALLEY Project.  

Am interested in having the DNA of other SMALLEY 

descendants tested in an attempt to determine how Isaac, 

Richard, and John Pittenger SMALLEY are related and 

whether their DNA matches the DNA of descendants of 

the John SMALLEY, who arrived in Boston in 1632.  

   Contact Barbara CARR (barbaralcarr@msn.com).  
 

 HOUSER & NEWKIRK - Looking for information 

concerning HOUSER and NEWKIRK families in Lake 

Township.  Contact John NEWKIRK ROSE  

 (703-967-7148) or john.rose42@verizon.net 
 

 POWERS, COMMAGER, STEELE, HALL: Researching 

Thomas C POWERS and wife, Rebecca COMMAGER 

(buried in Red Haw Cemetery). Trying to connect Abigail 

STEELE and Gerard Jean COMMAGER as Rebecca’s 

parents. I am descended from Rebecca’s brother, Henry 

COMMAGER.  (Other names searching for are Robert & 

Jane  HALL; also, Franklin  & Harriet YOUNG HALL.  

Contact Sandra COMMAGER,  7266 Parkway Ct., 

Canton, MI 48187  or secommager@aol.com 
 

 HARTMAN, RICHEY, HEIFFNER:  Looking for info for 

David HARTMAN and wife Mary.  David died in 1851; 

Mary in 1859.  Mary is buried in Nova Cemetery; David 

is listed on findagrave.com, but don't think he is linked to 

the right parents.  Hoping to find an obit or anything else 

for  more info.  Also looking for info on John C. 

RICHEY, buried in Polk Cemetery with his first wife, 

Lucinda.      Contact Carolyn DeLAY, 606 Maple St, 

Atlantic, IA  50022 or cdelay_68164@yahoo.com 

 A Facebook group has been created for the HEIFFNER 

 name.     www.facebook.com/groups/524410917765483/ 

Our Ashland Chapter was recently recognized at the  

2016 Ohio Genealogical Society Conference held in 

April of this year where two awards were received.   
 

The first was the Gov. Thomas Worthington Award: An 

Ohio Biography or Collective Biography received by 

ShirleyFulk BOYD for her recently published book 

“Ashland Women 1815-2015”. (the book is available 

through our Publications Order form on page 43) 
 

The second, was the Frances Dana Gage Award for 

“Outstanding OGS Chapter Newsletter Award” received 

by Terry HAUN for The Pastfinder. 

 Get ready to join 

 the adventure of 

Genealogy Gone Wild! 

 The official OGS 

Conference website is 

gearing us up for the 2017 

OGS Annual Conference.  

It will be held at Kalahari 

Resort & Convention 

Center in Sandusky, Ohio on April 26-29, 2017. 

Check their website often for updates.  Remember 

the workshops always fill up fast, so check the site 

and make your arrangements early.   

ogsconference.org/ 

http://findagrave.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/524410917765483/


Page  42 ACCOGS, The Pastfinder Vol.35, Issue 3     Jul - Sep 2016

 

Don’t forget to check our Chapter website, http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org.  We are always updating new information:  

Also, Like us on Facebook and see what’s going on.   www.facebook.com/Ashland-County-Chapter-Ohio-Genealogical-

Society-174530202738572/timeline/ 

 

-  No Irish At All - 

 ** UPCOMING  2016  ACCOGS PROGRAMS: 
(Members and Visitors are welcome to all meetings.; bring a friend). 

 

Jul 19: Annual Picnic @ 5:00 pm at Ashland's Brookside Park 

West -- Bring a dish and come join the get-together.  After 

we fill our bellies, Author and historian Eli BEACHY will 

present “Digging Those Amish Roots,” a humorous talk 

about his Amish heritage.  (Discussing first-hand 

knowledge how Amish record their genealogical history 

for families and the community at-large. 
 

Aug 16:  "What Else Is In The Newspaper?"    There are many 

more gems to be found in the news than just obits!  Speak-

er, Jen ALFORD, will talk about strategies to find more 

about our ancestors' lives than  just that final obit. 
  

Sep 20:  "Taming Your Inner Packrat,"  a Genealogy Clutter 

Buster Mini Boot Camp, presented by Brian HARTZELL 

and Terry HAUN. 
 

Oct 18:  "Extending the Family Tree with DNA Research"   - 

Sunda PETERS, past president, Ohio Genealogical Socie-

ty.  
 

Nov 15:  ACCOGS Lineage Society Banquet at Christ United 

Methodist Church.. Speaker Deborah A. ABBOTT, 

Ph.D.  Presenting  "An American Icon: Bob Hope."  
 

Dec:  No meeting  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

.OTHER 2016 & 2017 SEMINARS & 

CONFERENCES 

 

Jul 23:  OGS Summer Session.  “How to Apply to an OGS 

Lineage Society”  2 hour workshop.   

 www.ogs.org/events/summersessions.php 
 

 Aug 6: OGS Summer Session. “Misbegotten Children; 

Tracing the Family Lines of the Illegitimate and Babies”.  

At 1:00 pm with Peggy Clemens LAURITZEN 

 www.ogs.org/events/summersessions.php 
 

Aug 17-20:  Northwest Genealogy Conference held at 

Arlington, WA.  “Family Secrets Uncovered – Lost 

History Found” . Hosted by Stillaguamish Valley 

Genealogical Society.  Contact their site for more info. 

 http://stillygen.org/cpage.php?pt=50 
 

Aug 31-Sep 3:  Federation of Genealogical  Societies 40th 

FGS 2016 National Conference  “Time Travel: 

Centuries of Memories”  Hosted by Illinois State 

Genealogical Society and held in Springfield, Illinois. For 

more information:   www.fgsconference.org 
 

Sep 24: Ohio Chapter of Palatines to America. “German 

Genealogical Research”  Hosted by Kaubisch Memorial 

Public Library at Fostoria, Ohio. Speaker, Nancy 

OTTMAN. Free workshop; no registration required.  

https://oh-palam.org/events.php 
 

Oct 1: OGS Fall Seminar.  “Using Manuscript/Oral 

Collections in Your Genealogical Research; Cluster 

Genealogy: Finding Your Lost Ancestor; You Only Have 

a Death Announcement – Now What?;  Gift of Life: 

Who’s Writing Your Story?” with  Deborah A. 

ABBOTT, Ph.D.  Held at Quality Inn Conference Center, 

Belleville, Ohio 9:00 am.      www.ogs.org 
 

Oct 22: Ohio Chapter Palatines of America Fall Seminar 

“Searching Your Roots in Germany”  Held at Der 

Dutchman Restaurant in Plain City, Ohio.  Featured 

Speaker will be Dr. Helmut SCHMAHL from the Univ. 

of Mainz, Germany.  Deadline for Advanced Registration 

is Oct 5, 2016.  Register at www.oh-palam.org. 
 

2017 
 

Jan 22-27: Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy (SLIG)  

 Week-long genealogy training (intermediate and 

advanced coursed).  Hosted by the Utah Genealogical 

Assn  9:00 am MDT. Details at slig.ugagenealogy.org.  
 

Apr 26-29: Ohio Genealogical Society, 2017 OGS 

Conference “Genealogy Gone Wild” held at Kalahari 

Resort & Convention Ctr. At Sandusky, Ohio (details to 

follow) 

 The Pastfinder is the quarterly newsletter of the Ashland 

County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society and is-

sued four times a year.  The Newsletter is for you, the mem-

bers.  Please submit articles of interest with name of the 

newspaper, date, and page number.  (We always want to 

see our sources.)   Also, your name as contributor is request-

ed.  We look forward to hearing from you.  

  Feel free to submit any suggestions for input to:  
 Pastfinder Editor, Terry HAUN (AshOGSeditor@gmail.com) . 

** Ashland Public Library Will Reopen July 25:  
 

 Good news!! Based on information from the Ashland 

Public Library, we should be moving into our new “digs” at the 

library soon. The Ashland Chapter's Genealogy/Local 

History Collection is being moved to larger quarters on the 

second floor/mezzanine.  This will allow for our expansion of 

material and workspace.  Of course there will be a transition 

period after we get moved.  Please check with a Chapter 

Officer or the Ashland Public Library to make sure we will be 

“open for business”  during this period of time before you make 

a  special trip to see us.  We’re all anxious to get moved it. 

http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org
http://www.facebook.com/Ashland-County-Chapter-Ohio-Genealogical-Society-174530202738572/timeline/
http://www.facebook.com/Ashland-County-Chapter-Ohio-Genealogical-Society-174530202738572/timeline/
https://www.ogs.org/events/summersessions.php
https://www.ogs.org/events/summersessions.php
http://stillygen.org/cpage.php?pt=50
http://www.fgsconference.org
https://oh-palam.org/events.php
http://Www.ogs.org
http://www.oh-palam.org
http://slig.ugagenealogy.org/
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We have many published Ashland County research aid books for sale. Visit our web site, http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/

ashlandbooks.html ,  print out the order form and mail in your request to the address on back page.  

http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/ashlandbooks.html
http://ashlandohiogenealogy.org/ashlandbooks.html


 

 

The Ashland County Chapter of the Ohio Ge-

nealogical Society meets the third Tuesday of 

each month at 6:30 pm in the lower level 

meeting room of the Ashland Public Library, 

224 Claremont Ave., Ashland, Ohio.  Program 

at 6:30 pm (approx. 1 hour); Chapter business 

meeting immediately follows.  Chapter meets at 

the Library location all months except July 

(annual Picnic), November (Lineage Banquet 

held by reservations only), and no meeting in 

December. Meeting will be cancelled if schools 

are closed due to inclement weather.  All meet-

ings are free and open to  public. 

 (Program schedule listed inside newsletter). 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE ASHLAND 

COUNTY CHAPTER, OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIET Y  

 

POSTAGE 

HERE 

Ashland County Chapter 

Ohio Genealogical Society 

PO Box 681 

Ashland OH 44805-0681 

THE PASTFINDER 

The Ashland County Chapter OGS is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization and donations to the Society may be deducted at tax time. Your gifts help us buy 

books for the library, acquire speakers for our programs, and provide the means to publish our books. Our new digital equipment and imaging projects 

would not have been possible without your kind support. Please consider a gift above and beyond your annual membership fee. This helps us preserve the 

records left by our Ashland County pioneers. 

Ashland Chapter OGS Membership 

 $5-Student; $15.00-Single;  

 $20.00-Family (one address) 

Life—$150.00 (S) or $225.00 (F)   
Send to Patricia J. DEANE, Treasurer  

1717 State Route 511, Ashland, Ohio 44805  
 

Membership year is January -December 

 Applications can be found at our website  

Ashland County Chapter OGS  website 

http://www.ashlandohiogenealogy.org 

Sheila HELSER, webmaster 

 Chapter Membership 

     Ashland County Lineage Society applica-

tions can be printed out from our web site. 

Go to the ASHLAND CHAPTER link of our 

website.  August 31 is the yearly deadline 

for induction.  Marleen APPLEGATE,  

Lineage Chairman 

Ashland County Chapter of the 

OGS Lineage Societies 
(First Families, Settlers & Builders, 

 and Century Families) 

* JULY 

 5 (Tues)  =  7-9 

14 (Thurs)  =  1-3  
16 (Sat)  =  10-noon 

19 (Tues)  =  Picnic 

28 (Thurs)  =  1-3 
 

* AUGUST 

 2 (Tues)  =  7-9 

11 (Thurs)  =  1-3  

16 (Tues)  =  5-6 

20 (Sat)  =  10-noon 
25 (Thurs)  =  1-3 

* SEPTEMBER 

 6 (Tues)  =  7-9 

 8 (Thurs)  =  1-3  
17 (Sat)  =  10-noon 

20 (Tues)  =  5-6 

22 (Thurs)  =  1-3 
 

* OCTOBER 

 4 (Tues)  =  7-9 

13 (Thurs)  =  1-3  

15 (Sat)  =  10-noon 

18 (Tues)  =  5-6 
27 (Thurs)  =  1-3 

Library Volunteers 
(Volunteers available to help you with 

research in the library at these times) 
(Beth BURNS, Volunteer Coordinator) 

   * 1st Tues of month 7-9 pm 

     * 2nd Thurs of month 1-3 pm 
      * 3rd Tues of month 5-6 pm  
   (before chapter meeting) 

   * 3rd Sat of month 10-noon 
   * 4th Thurs of month 1-3 pm 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Newsletter Mailing 
Terry HAUN / Holly TAYLOR 

 First Families of Ashland County 

(FFOAC). Pioneer  ancestor  must have 

been  in Ashland County prior to 1850. 
 

  Settler’s & Builders Of Ashland Co, OH 

(SBOAC). Pioneer ancestor must have 

been in Ashland County between January 

1851 and December 31, 1870. 
 

 Century Families  (CFOAC). Pioneer 

ancestor must have been in Ashland Coun-

ty between January 1871 and December 31 

one hundred years prior to application year. 

 Chapter Meetings 

Mailing Label 


